



King, Queen back home 

AMMAN (.Petra) — Their Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor on Saturday returned home after a 
short private visit to the United Kingdom. Their 
Majesties were received at the airport by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali, Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawa eh and senior military and civil officials. 
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Two SLA killed 
in Hizbollah bombing '■ 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — HizboDah detonated a road- 
side bomb in southern Lebanon Saturday, kilting two 
Israeli-allied militiamen. The bomb went off near the 
Sojod outpost of the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia, Lebanese security officials said, speaking on 
customary condition of anonymity. The area is eight 
kilometres north of Maijayoun, the main town in 
Israeli-occupied southern Lebanon. The Hizbollah 
movement claimed responsibility for the early morn- 
ing bombing, saying it targeted an SLA iofasiry unit 
Hizbollah also fired rockets and machine guns at the 
Sojod outpost, die movement said in a statement in 
Beirut Israeli and SLA troops struck back by opening 
fire on the Iqlim A1 Tuffah highlands just north of the 
Israeli-occupied zone. 
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With over 71% in north and 94% in Republic: 

Irish cast ‘yes’ vote for peace 

Blair : It’s a day for joy. I pay tribute to the people 
of Northern Ireland for their courage and vision 


BELFAST (AFP) — In a his- 
toric step forward, voders in 
Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic resoundingly backed 
a peace deal designed to end 
three decades of sectarian vio- 
lence in the troubled province. 

According to official results 
released oo Saturday, the peace 
plan was approved by 71.12 
per cent of the vote in Northern 
Ireland and 9439 per cent of 
the vote in die Republic. 

The deal was submitted to 
separate refereudums north 
and south of the border Friday. 

The turnout in both votes 
was a record as votes deliv- 
ered their judgement on the 
peace settlement thrashed out 
by the province's political par- 
ties on April 10 after two years 
of talks. 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, who helped to broker the 
agreement and played a key 
role in pushing for a “yes” vote 
in the last few days of cam- 
paigning. welcomed the result, 
but also warned of difficulti es 
ahead 

‘It’s a day for joy. I pay trib- 
ute to the people of Northern 
Ireland for their courage and 
vision.” he said from Ms offi- 
cial countryside residence of 
Chequers in England 
“I believe this is another 
giant stride along the path 
towards peace and hope in the 
future.” Me Blair said “But 
there is still a long way to go.” 
FroDowing the agreement’s 
resounding approval, the next 
step is an election on June 25 
ofa 108-member Northern Ire- 
land assembly, which will 
form the future government of 
Northern Ireland 
Under the agreement. North- 
ern Ireland is to become serrri- 


autooomous. remaining part of 
Britain but allowing Dublin a 
formal say in its future for tbe 
first time. 

Negotiators of the accord, 
which sets outa new future for 
foe troubled province, had 
called for a “yes” vote of 
more than 70 per cent in North- 
ern Ireland as a si gnal that it 
had majority support in both 
foe Roman Catholic National- 
ist minority and Protestant 
Unionist majority. 

Unionist extremists who 
campaigned for a ‘tkT vote 
have threatened to wreck the 
deal’s implementation. 

‘It’s quite dear that a major- 
ity of Unionists have endorsed 
this agreement” said David 
Trimhle, leader of the largest 
Protestant party, the Ulster 
Unionists, who is expected to 
become the first prime minister 
of die new assembly. 

But foe fundamentalist Rev- 
erend lan Rrisley, leader of the 
har dline Democratic Unionists 
(DUP), the second largest 
Protestant party, claimed victo- 
ry for tbe “no” campaign. 

“Tbe Ulster people refused 
to be bribed, to be buDied, to be 
bought — they stood firm and 
we got 56 per cent of foe 
Unionist vote.” he said. 

The official results did not 
provide a breakdown of foe 
votes of the two religions, but 
exit polls indicated a massive 
“Yes” vote by nationalists of 
95 percent and a small major- 
ity in favour among Protes- 
tants. 

Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Secretary Mo Mowlam, who 
won much credit for her rote in 
negotiations leading to the 
agreement, said she was 
“delighted” with the result. 



Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams and Martin McGoinness celebrate at Kings Hall in 
Belfast with a supporter after hearing the result of the Irish referendum Saturday 
(Reuters photo) 


adding: “The majority of both 
communities have said 'yes'” 

John Hume, tbe leader of the 
large moderate Carbolic 
nationalist Social Labour and 
Democratic Party (SDLP), 
said; “ft’s a very clear state- 
ment from our people that they 
warn foe foundations laid for 
lasting peace and stability.” 

It is asign of tbe potential for 
trouble in the future that Pais- 
ley secured the support of five 
of the 10 Ulster Unionist MPs 
against the agreement, but it is 
not certain they will be re- 
selected for foe June 25 elec- 
tions. 

The Northern Ireland assem- 
bly, which will elect a 12- 


member executive, will oper- 
ate on a consensual basis, 
requiring a minimum 40 per 
cent each of the Nationalist and 
Unionist sides, before mea- 
sures are approved, threatening 
the possibility of deadlock on 
many issues. 

Gray Adams, leader of Sinn 
Fein, political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), was 
in buoyant mood, however 
.after the outcome was 
announced. 

He said foe people of North- 
ern Ireland and foe Irish 
Republic had voted for change. 
In an encouraging sign, he said 
he hoped to see armed gangs a 
thing of the past. 


PNA calls for mass rally to protect 
Haram A1 Sharif on 6 Jerusalem Day’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian leaders 
called for a mass gathering at 
the she of Islam's third holiest 
shrine, tire Haram AJ Sharif in 
east Jerusalem, to stop Jewish 
extremists from penetrating it 
Sunday when Israel marks 
“Jerusalem Day.” 

“A mass gathering will take 
place Sunday on the Haram A1 
Sharif esplanade and we warn 
agains t any attempt to profane 
this place,” tbe Palestinian 
official responsible for 
Jerusalem affairs, Faisal Hus- 
seini. told AFP on Saturday. 

*“lf the Israeli authorities do 
not intervene to stop provoca- 
tions by extremist Jews, they 
will bear the entire responsi- 
bility for whatever takes 
place,” he added. 

The Haram A1 Sharif com- 
pound contains the AJ Aqsa 
and Dome of the Rock 
mosques and is Islam’s third 
holiest site after Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia. 

Jewish extremists have long 
called for the clearing of tbe A! 
Aqsa Mosque complex which 
they say sits atop the mins of' 
the last Jewish temple and pre- 
vents its rebuilding. 

The official for Islamic 
Waqf (religious endowments) 
in Jerusalem. Sheikh Adman 
AJ Husseim, said: “Palestini- 
ans called to assemble on foe 
esplanade will Nock tty all 
means and at any price any 
attempts by extremists to 
reach it" 

Pie calls by Palestinian offi- 
cials come as Israel prepares 
to celebrate on Sunday its 
annual “Jerusalem Day” 
marking the 1980 annexation 
of the Arab eastern sector of 
the city after it was occupied 


Jordan slatns Israel’s planned military parade 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan condemned 
on Saturday Israeli plans to celebrate its 
annual “Jerusalem Day” with a military 
parade through the Arab city and 
warned of its consequences. 

“Israel’s constant endeavour to stress 
the Jewishness of the city.- keeps tihe 
region on the brink of explosion.” said 
Abdullah Kanaan, secretary general of 
tbe Royal Commission for Jerusalem 
Affairs, quoted by the official news 
agency, Petra. 

“This parade is new confirmation of 
Israel’s violation of laws, customs and 
international resolutions which forbid it 


to carry out any legal, administrative, 
demographic or geographic changes in 
occupied Jerusalem,” said Mr. Kanaan. 

He cited U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 250 which prevented Israel Grom 
carrying out a similar parade in 
Jerusalem in 1968. 

“Israel’s occupation of Jerusalem and 
other Arab and Palestinian lands will not 
achieve legality with the passing of time, 
and force does not guarantee the occupi- 
er will stay around forever,” he added. 


in 1967. 

Sunday's celebration mil 
include tbe first military 
parade in foe disputed city in 
25 years, dining which 13300 
armed soldiers will join an 
equal number of civilians in a 
mass march through foe 
streets of west Jerusalem. 

Hundreds of policemen 
were being deployed around 


ian state, have denounced the 
parade plans as a “new provo- 
cation” by Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

A Palestinian deputy from 
Jerusalem, Harem Abdul 
Kader. said that “members of 
foe Palestinian Legislative 
Council (parliament) as well 
leading Palestinians from 
Jerusalem will be posted at the 


‘Today mosques will call 
faithful to prayer and 
- churches ring their bells’ 


Jerusalem over foe weekend 
amid threats of Palestinian 
militant attacks, police 
spokesman Shmuel Ben- 
Ruby told AFP Friday. 

“We have received some 
warnings and will do every- 
thing possible to prevent any 
trouble,” Me Ben-Ruby said. 

Palestinian leaders, who 
want to make Jerusalem tbe 
capital of any future Palestin- 


entrances to the esplanade to 
protect h against any sacrilegs. 

“We have no frith in the 
Israeli police and we do not 
think they will really uy to 
stop Jewish extremists.” he 
added, . accusing Mr. 
Netanyahu of wanting “to 
mak e die Holy City Jewish.” 

According to Palestinians in 
Jerusalem, groups of Jewish 
extremists haw posted signs 


on walls calling for a demon- 
stration on Sunday in foe 
streets of the Old City to end 
“at the spot where foe temple 
is located,” a reference to foe 
Haram AJ Sharif. 

Religious Jews claim that 
foe complex was built on foe 
site of the Jewish Second 
Temple, which was destroyed 
by foe Romans in 70 BC and 
that tbe only part of the temple 
nans still visible is the Wailing 
Wall Judaism’s holiest site. 

Palestinian political factions, 
including Fateh and Palestin- 
ian opposition groups, also 
issued calls for Palestinians to 
mass in large numbers in the 
Old City and upon foe 
esplanade Sunday. 

In a statement, they called 
for “mosques to call the faith- 
ful to prayer and for churches 
to ring their bells at 13:30.” 

According to Palestinian 
leadens, tbe Jewish extremist 
group Ateret Cohenim, whose 
objective is to make all 
Jerusalem Jewish, {dans on 
Sunday to gather 3.000 
extremists in a building which 
it controls near the esplanade. 


“I think in many ways they 
had been ahead of the politi- 
cians and have taken a leap of 
faith to move foe whole situa- 
tion forward — Itirinkwehave 
to deliver on that.” 

After 77 years of partition in 
Ireland since 1921. waking- 
class Catholic Republicans 
who have backed foe armed 
struggle for a united Ireland for 
30 years, have accepted can- 
promise. 

But Trimble, who is con- 
cerned that Sinn Fein will bq 
able to join the future govern- 
ment without the IRA first 
handing in a single bullet, said 
he first wanted Mr. Adams to 
“tell me the war is over". 


Aziz arrives 
in Amman at 
the end of 
Europe antour 

AMMAN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz Saturday arrived here 
from Belgium on his way back 
home. Mr. Aziz concluded an 
official visit to France, Italy 
and Belgium. Tbe Iraqi official 
was retrieved at Amman Inter- 
national Airport by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister erf 
Foreign Affairs Jawad Anani. 

During his tour aimed at 
gaining support for foe lifting 
of U.N. sanctions on Iraq, Mr. 
Aziz met Pope John Paul R 
Italian Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi, United Nations 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
and French President Jacques 
Chirac. 

Mubarak ends 
France visit 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak left 
Paris Saturday for Cairo after 
an official visit focusing on foe 
Middle East peace process and 
on ways to bolster bilateral 
economic cooperation. 

During his stay, Mr. 
Mubarak warned foot foe Mid- 
dle East could bum with 
renewed violence if the stalled 
peace process woe not be 
restarted, “ft could result in 
total violence or give rise to ter- 
rorism,” he said. The Egyptian 
leader Waned Israel for current 
problems. Me Mubarak and 
French President Jacques 
Chirac offered joint support far 
a Palestinian stare and called 
for an international conference 
nn peace for the Middle East. 


Rifai, Srour hail King’s call for 
cooperation among authorities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speak- 
ers of the Lower and Upper 
Houses of Parliament on Sat- 
urday sent cables to His 
Majesty King Hussein hailing 
his meeting last Wednesday 
with members of the brandies 
of government, and bis call for 
cooperation among the three 

aiithrwiHes. 

Speaker of foe Senate Zeid 
Rifai said in his cable that foe 
Upper House respects the 
principle of co-operation 
among the three branches of 
government, the Legislative, 
the executive and the judiciary 
authorities. 

“The Senate was honoured 
listening to your comprehen- 
sive address at winch you out- 
lined the coming phase and its 
requirements which should be 
taken into account in order to 
face the stage’s challenges," 
Me Rifai said in his letter 

“We should make use of tbe 
past and the present in ordo - to 
reach a better future,” he said. 

The Upper House of Par- 


liament which highly appreci- 
ates your speech at which you 
called for cooperation a mo ng 
the three branches of govern- 
ment assures Your Majesty of 
its keenness and support for 
respecting the Destitution.” 

“Tbe House voices its 
absolute commitment to the 
Constitution as part of tbe leg- 
islative authority and in co- 
ordination with foe Lower 
House of Parliament as well 
as with foe two other authori- 
ties: the judiciary and foe 
executive,” foe Senate speaker 
said. 

For fcris part, Lower House 
Speaker Sa’d Hayel Srour 
expressed foe House’s alle- 
giance to foe King, voicing 
support for King Hussein’s 
initiative to bold talks wilfa the 
force brandies of government. 

“L in my name and on 
behalf of my colleagues in tbe 
Lower House of Parliament, 
express my allegiance to Your 
Majesty,” Mr. Srour said in his 
letter: 


“Time and time again, your 
support for state constitutional 
institutions is reaffirmed as is 
your keenness and insistence 
on strengthening cooperation 
and interaction among these 
branches as well as maintain- 
ing fodr independence.’ 1 

Me Srour stressed in bis let- 
ter that objective dialogue is 
foe means to promote democ- 
racy. 

“This, in turn, bring s about 
comprehensive and integrated 
achievements. We wjill 
undoubtedly take your direc- 
tions as an approach to better 
promote our democratic life, 

hinging an objective dialogue 

as a means of formulating our 
views and perspectives.” 

“The Wednesday meeting 
was a step that accelerates cpr 
national process of construc- 
tion since Jordan is witnessing 
diverse perspectives of plural- 
ism that respects foe opinion 
of the majority” Me Srour 
added. 


Hajebi assured of fair trial 


By Tareq Ayyonb 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A military 
judge on Saturday said a 
Jor danian living in the 
United States who is sus- 
pected of being involved in 
a recent spate of bombings 
in Amman would receive a 
fair trial in Jordan. 

State Security Court 
Judge Brigadier Ma’moun 
Khasawneh said that foe 
court did not decide 
whether to ask for the 
extradition of Majid Haje- 
bi, who is accused of hav- 
ing instructed and financed 
the group which carried 
out tbe bombings. 

Brig. Khasawneh was 


responding to an interview 
with Mr. Hajebi that 
appeared in A1 Arab A1 
Yawm daily yesterday in 
which the accused said that 
he was ready to voluntarily 
come to Jordan “if he 
receives a fair trial.” 

. In _the interview, Mr. 
Hajebi denied any link to 
the so-called “Reformation 
arid Challenge” group 
which the authorities say is 
responsible for the .five 
explosions in Amman. 

The newspaper said that 
Mr. Hajebi. 36, left Jordan 
for the U.S. in the early 
1990s and has a valid resi- 
dency permit there. 

Brig. Khasawneh told the 
Jordan Times that Mr. 


Hajebi would receive a fair 
trial if he surrenders to the 
authorities. 

“His name was men- 
tioned in the interrogation 
of the suspects. If he wants 
to prove that he was not 
linked to this group then 
let him come lo Jordan and 
testify in court.” foe judge 
said. 

In 1996, Jordan and the 
U.S. signed an extradition 
treaty, which has not been 
ratified by tbe Jordanian 
Parliament so far. 

The judge noted that the 
date of the trial was not 
fixed but said that interro- 
gations are expected to be 
over “within a few weeks." 


Syrian swipes at Netanyahu, rejects 
offer to withdraw from Lebanon 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk AJ Sharaa rejected 
an Israeli offer to withdraw 
from Lebanon and took a 
swipe at Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
government 

“This is not a path to a 
comprehensive peace,” Mr. 
Sharaa told reporters Fri- 
day after an hour-long 
meeting with Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright. 
“We don't accept a unilat- 
eral or partial peace.” Ms. 
Albright agreed that an 
overall agreement should 
be the goal of peacemak- 
ing in foe region, a senior 
U.S. official said. ' 

However, she told Mr. 
Sharaa the Uaited States 
welcomed Israel’s propos- 
al to abandon its buffer 
zone in southern Lebanon 
and, as a practical matter. 


“we are willing to make 
progress wherever we 
can.” said the official, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Syria, which has a con- 
trolling interest in 

Lebanon’s foreign policy, 
wants to recover the Golan 
Heights, a strategic border 
plateau that it lost to Israel 
in the 1967 Mideast war. 

Past Labour governments 
in Israel were willing to 
give up the buffer zone and 
uproot Jewish settlers for 
tbe right peace terms. But 
negotiations broke down 
nearly 2 1/2 years ago, and 
Mr. Netanyahu, emphasis- 
ing security concerns, has 
not shown interest in 
resuming them. 

“There is not much opti- 
mism,” Mr. Sharaa said of 
the stalemate in Israeli- 
PaJestinian negotiations. 


‘The Israeli government’s 
policy is the main factor." 
Ms. Albright last month 
backed the Israeli offer to 
negotiate a withdrawal 
from Lebanon. She called 
for direct negotiations 
between Israel and 
Lebanon on new border 
arrangements. 

Like Syria, the Clinton 
administration wants to see 
a resumption of negotia- 
tions between Israel and 
Syria, too, with the goal of 
an overall Middle East 
peace settlement based on 
Israel relinquishing land to 
Syria as well as the Pales- 
tinians. 

Mr. Sharaa said his gov- 
ernment was seeking “land 
for peace" “We are ready 
to start the talks (over the 
Golan Heights) from the 
point that we finished,” he 
said. 


London auction house to sell earliest 
photographs of Mecca, Medina 


CAIRO (AFP) — A collec- 
tion of the earliest pho- 
tographs of Islam’s holy 
sites of Mecca and Medina, 
dating back to 1880-1881, 
are to be auctioned by 
Sotbeby's in London in the 
first week of June. 

‘These photographs are 
the earliest known pictorial 
records of the holy cities,” 
Farid Kioumgi, director of 
the London-based firm 
Egyptophilia which deals in 
old Middle Eastern docu- 
ments, told AFP. 

The photographer, 
Mohamed Sadiq Bey, was 
an Egyptian officer who 
once said photographers 


will bum in hell,” said Mr. 
Kioumgi, who is selling the 
collection for a client who 
has asked for his name to 
be withheld. 

Sadiq Bey, who died in 
1902, was the first photog- 
rapher ever to enter Arabia. 

An engineer by training 
and a graduate of the presti- 
gious Ecole Pofytecfmique 
in Paris, Sadiq was an avid 
explorer and a gifted pho- 
tographer who received 
several inte rnational 
awards, including tbe 1881 
gold medal at the Venice 
Geographical Exhibition. 

Sadiq initially embarked 
on a military exploration. 


entering Medina in 1861 
and then returning to Ara- 
bia in 1880-1881 and in 
1884. During his travels he 
compiled accurate and 
detailed itineraries on the 
pilgrimage to Mecca and 
drew the first complete 
maps of roads to Mecca. 

But his work fell into 
oblivion because most of 
his narratives which were 
mainly destinedfor the mil- 
itary, woe in Arabic and 
inaccessible to historians 
and explorers who followed 
him into Arabia sac h as foe 
Briton, Richard Burton. 


(Continued on page 3) 
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Palestinians press U.S. to publicly 
blame Israel for rejecting proposals 


RAMALLAH (AFP) - The 
Palestinian cabinet called on 
the United Stares Saturday to 
make public its plan to save 
the crumbling Middle East 
peace process and to publicly 
blame Israel for rejecting the 
proposals. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority' urged Washington 
to publish its proposals “and 
put the responsibility on those 
who reject it." the cabinet 
said in a statement following 
its weekly meeting in the 
West Bonk city of Ramallah. 

Over the past two days. 
President Yasser .Arafat has 
had two telephone conversa- 
tions with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright on 
the U.S. efforts to break the 
14-month deadlock in the 
peace process and convince 
Israel to accept its plan.- 

Washington is reportedly 
demanding that Israel with- 
draw from a further 13 per 
cent of the West Bank in tan- 
dem with steps by the Pales- 
tinians to fight terrorism. 


“Albright told President 
.Arafat that she intends to con- 
tinue her efforts to achieve 
progress." Mr. .Arafat aide 
Nabil Abu Rudeina said, but 
added: “These efforts are not 
going to last forever." 

Mr. Abu Rudeina said the 
U.S. administration could 
announce the results of its 
efforts within the next 10 
days after Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
gives his "definitive position” 
on the U.S. package. 

Mr. Arafat has accepted the 
U.S. proposal even though it 
falls far short of Palestinian 
territorial claims, but Mr. 
Netanyahu has repeatedly 
rejected the 13 per cent pull- 
out as a threat to its security. 

The leader of Israeli oppo- 
sition party Meretz. Yossi 
Sand, said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
rejection of the U.S. compro- 
mise amounted to burying the 
peace process. 

“If the Oslo accords 
[between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians] are dead, it is because 


they have been killed over the 
past few months and because 
Mr. Netanyahu has been their 
gravedigger." said Mr. Sarid. 

His comments echoed those 
of the leader of the main 
opposition Labour Party 
Ehud Barak who accused Mr. 
Netanyahu late Friday of 
“strangling peace and putting 
Israel’s security in danger." 

Their comments followed 
charges by Mr. Netanyahu 
Friday that the peace process 
was already dead when he 
came to power two years ago. 

“One of the misrepresenta- 
tions is that as a result of this 
government's policies, peace 
has collapsed The truth is 
peace collapsed two years 
ago." Mr. Netanyahu told 
ambassadors to Israel. 

Meanwhile, the Palestinian 
cabinet also expressed sup- 
port for plans announced by 
Presidents Jacques Chirac of 
France and Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt for a peace confer- 
ence. 

“We support this initiative. 


which complements U.S. 
efforts to save the peace 
process, which has been 
blocked by the Israeli govern- 
ment.’’ the statement said. 

Israel Thursday rejected the 
Franco-Egyptian initiative, 
saying it was “opposed to an 
international conference- to 
which the parties involved 
are not even invited." 

The Palestinian cabinet Fri- 
day also welcomed threats by 
the European Union to put 
sanctions on products manu- 
factured in Jewish settle- 
ments in occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

The European Commission 
recommended last week that 
products made in Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank. Gaza Strip and Golan 
Heights be denied tariff bene- 
fits given to Israel. 

‘This shows that the world 
is more aware of the suffering 
of the Palestinian people 
caused by the Israeli settle- 
ments and the theft of their 
land,’’ the cabinet said. 


Iranian FM in UAE for talks on islands 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi arrived in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Saturday for talks 
expected to focus on three 
disputed islands which con- 
trol the world’s main oil 
supply route. 

Mr. Kharazi is due to meet 
UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan and Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Hamdan Ben 
Zayed A1 Nahayan during 
his two-day visit, the UAE 
news agency WAM said. 

"Our policies towards Abu 
Dhabi involve developing 
friendly relations.” Mr. 

Kharazi said before he left 
Tehran. 

A UAE official said earlier 
this month that Mr. 

Kharazi ’s talks would cover 


regional developments and 
ties between Iran and its 
Gulf .Arab neighbours, along 
with the Islamic republic’s 
dispute with the UAE over 
the three southern Gulf 
islands of Abu Musa. 
Greater Tunb and Lesser 
Tunb. 

A senior Iranian foreign 
ministry official told a 
Tehran newspaper that Iran 
was willing to discuss the 
future of Abu Musa, the only 
one of the three islands 
which is populated over 
which Iran and the UAE 
have shared control since 
Britain pulled its forces out 
of the Gulf in 1971. 

“We are faced with a prob- 
lem concerning the island of 
Abu Musa which can be 
resolved by direct negotia- 
tions between officials of the. 


two countries if goodwill is 
shown." the head of the for- 
eign ministry’s Arab depart- 
ment. Mohammad A1 Sadr, 
told SaJam. 

The UAE daily A1 Khaleej 
on Saturday condemned the 
Iranian officials' comments 
as representing nothirfg new. 

“The Islamic Republic of 
Iran would make May 23 an 
historic day in Tehran's rela- 
tions with the Gulf coun- 
tries. if Kharazi came with 
something new.” the paper 
said. 

“We have a real problem 
with Iran — it is its contin- 
ued occupation of our three 
islands of Abu Musa and 
Greater and Lesser Tunbs.'’ 
the paper said. 

Iran’s insistence on dis- 
cussing only Abu Musa and 
its demand that the dispute 


be resolved through bilateral 
talks have stymied previous 
efforts to improve relations. 

Tehran roundly rejected a 
UAE proposal to resort to 
international arbitration. 
And three days of direct 
negotiations in the UAE in 
1992 collapsed over 
Tehran's insistence that the 
two tunbs were not on the 
negotiating table because 
they were Iranian islands. 

Abu Musa, claimed by the 
UAE emirate of Shajjah. 
and the tunbs. which were 
under the control of the emi- 
rate of Ras A) Khaimah. are 
located at the entrance of the 
vital Hormuz Strait, the only 
gateway to the Gulf. 

More than one filth of 
global oil supplies pass 
through the waterway. . 


New Iranian ambassador 
to Germany arrives 


BONN (AFP) — Iran’s 
new ambassador to Ger- 
many arrived in Bonn Sat- 
urday. an Iranian embassy 
spokesman said, marking 
the easing of a recent freeze 
in bilateral ties. 

Ahmad Azizi was 
appointed five months ago. 
but had not taken up his 
post until now due to a pro- 
longed period of diplomat- 
ic tension. Ties took their 
first battering in April 
1997. when a German courf 
implicated Tehran's regime 
in the assassination of four 
Kurdish opponents in a 
Berlin restaurant in 1992. 

The German ambassador 
and other European Union 
tEU) diplomats in Tehran 


were subsequently 

recalled. 

Signs that the relation- 
ship between Bonn and 
Tehran was on the mend 
came with the return of the 
diplomats in November. 

However, relations took 
another sour turn in Janu- 
ary after German business- 
man Helmut Hofer was 
arrested and sentenced to 
death in Iran for an alleged 
sexual affair with a Muslim 
woman. 

The case is being 
reviewed by an appeals 
court. 

A German diplomatic 
mission arrived in Iran ear- 
lier this month in a bid to 
ease the tension. 


Tehran hails Riyadh’s 
revelation that U.S. base 
bombers were Saudis 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
hailed on Saturday Saudi 
Arabia's announcement 
ruling out any foreign par- 
ticipation in the 1996 
bombing of a U.S. airbase 
in the kingdom that killed 
19 U.S. airmen, following 
reports implicating 

Tehran. 

“We knew from the start 
that the problem was inter- 
nal. but evil-minded peo- 
ple wanted to damage 
Iranian-Saudi relations by 
insinuating that the attack 
was the work of Tehran," 
Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi said. 

A Saudi official for the 


first time Thursday 
acknowledged the bomb- 
ing of the U.S. base in the 
eastern city of Dhahran 
“was carried out by Saudi 
hands." 

“No foreign party had a 
role," Saudi Interior Min- 
ister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz said in an 
interview with Kuwaiti 
daily AI Rai A1 Am. 

The ■ Washington Post 
reported not long after the 
attack that the testimony 
of some of those arrested 
as well as other evidence 
implicated Iran. 

Tehran had repeatedly 
denied any involvement. 



SUPPORT FOR KHATAMI: Iranian university students in Tehran show their sup- 
port Saturday for President Mohammad Khatami on the first anniversary of the 
moderate cleric's election to office (AFP photo) 


Turkish forces kill 12 Kurdish 
fighters in northern Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — 
Turkish forces killed 12 fight- 
ers of the separatist Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) during 
an offensive launched in 
northern Iraq, local sources 
said Saturday. 

Several PKK rear bases in 
the border region of northern 
Iraq were being targeted in 
the assault, led by 15.000 
Turkish troops and 2.000 pro- 
government Kurdish militia 
fighters who have been armed 
by Ankara. 


.Aircraft continued to bom- 
bard PKK positions in the 
regions of Haftanin, Kani- 
masi and Amadiyah early Sat- 
urday. 

No official confirmation of 
the death toll came from the 
Turkish authorities in 
Diyarbakir, where the opera- 
tion is being coordinated. 

Parts of die Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
have swung behind the Turk- 
ish army offensive against the 
PKK which is fighting to 


establish a separate Kurdish 
state in the border region of 
Turkey, Iran and Iraq. 

Tbe Turkish army has 
launched similar offensives 
around this time each year in 
a bid to prevent the PKK from 
marshalling its resources after 
the winter months. 

The north of Iraq has since 
•the Gulf war in 1991 been 
controlled by die KDP and 
the Kurdistan Patriotic Union, 
rival groups engaged in spo- 
radic fighting since 1994. 


Police train Egyptian tour guides 
to handle possible attacks 


CAIRO ( AP) — Wary of ter- 
rorist attacks on Egypt’s vital 
tourist trade, the government 
has begun training guides in 
tactics and self-defence, Al 
Jumhourivah newspaper 
reponed Saturday. 

The- 10-day courses, con- 
ducted by the interior ministry. 


teach guides first aid. self- 
defence. how to determine if 
terrorists are tailing their buses 
and how to detect explosives, 
the paper said. 

The course’s emphasis on 
tour buses stems from a Sep- 
tember attack outside Cairo's 
famed Egyptian Museum. 


where two armed gunmen 
firebombed and shot at a bus 
of German tourists. Nine Ger- 
mans and their Egyptian bus 
driver were killed. 

So far. just 26 of the coun- 
try's 5.000 registered tour 
guides have graduated from 
the courses. 


Algerian woman killed after 
Lebanese star’s concert 


MSF aid workers return 
to Kismayo after appeal 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A 
woman was killed by a stray 
bullet after a conceit given in 
Algiers by the Lebanese star 
Assy Al Hilani. the daily Al 
Aeil reported Saturday. 

The woman, who was not 
named, was hit twice when 
gunmen in a car opened fire at 
security forces who were in 
charge of security at Thurs- 
day's event The woman was 
in the middle of a crowd of 
people making their way home 
at the end of the concert in a 
stadium on high ground over- 
looking the capital. 

The shooting spread panic 
among the concert-goers, most 
of them women, waiting at 
nearby bus stops, while securi- 
ty forces deployed round the 
stadium to hunt the assailants. 

Me. Hilani gave a first con- 


cert at Batna. in the southeast 
Meanwhile press reports 
said 13 armed Islamists and 
two civilians had been killed 
this week. Eight Islamists were 
killed by security forces on Fri- 
day in the southwest suburbs 
of Algiers. 

Three more were lolled the 
same day at Berroughia and 
Boukadir. to the south and 
southwest of tbe capital and 
three in Kabylie, to the east 
At Medea, south of Algiers, 
a man had his throat slit 
Wednesday by aimed extrem- 
ists while another was blown 
up by a bomb planted behind 
the door to his home. 

The latest two victims bring 
the number of civilians killed 
nationwide this month to at 
least 44 in attacks blamed on 
Islamists. 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Six 
international aid workers have 
returned to the Somali port 
town of Kismayo to operate a 
hospital there, after Somali 
warlord General Mohammad 
Sa’id Hirsi “Morgan," who 
controls the area, appealed for 
their return, faction officials 
said here on Saturday. 

The aid workers, all belong- 
ing to tire Belgian wing of the 
medical chanty. Medeons 
Sans Frontiers (MSF — Doc- 
tors Without Borders ), returned 
to Kismayo on Friday, newspa- 
pers quoted die officials as say- 
tug. 

Mr. Morgan appealed to 
international aid agencies on 
Tuesday to return to the war- 
torn southern pent and assured 
them of their safety. 

Kismayo. 500 kilometres 


south of the Somali capital, 
was a battleground in bloody 
fighting between the Majeertea 
andMarehan clansmen, which 
later intensified after other 
major clans joined in. 

Tbe six expatriate personnel 
— four Belgians, a German 
and a Norwegian — were 
evacuated on May 6 from the 
port where they had been run- 
ning Kismayo Hospital leav- 
ing only Somali doctors and 
nurses to run the facility. 

But Marehans militia offi- 
cers maintained here on Satur- 
day that Kismayo was still a 
battleground and dismissed 
Mr. Morgan’s pledge to ensure 
expatriate aid workos’ safety. 

They were, however; quick 
to point out that they would not 
target the expatriates, even if 
tbe fighting resumed. 


Tel. 77. 31/1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
, 15:10 Cartoon — Pumpkin 
Patch 

; 15:20 Cartoon — The Pink Pan- 
' ther 

, 15:30 Skippy 

' 16:00 The American Chan Show 

16:40 -..Charlie Chaplin 

■ 17:00 In The Wild 

• 18:00 French Programme 

: 19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — Sci- 
. cnce Magazine fE=M6) 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Sweifieh.Tel. 592074<I 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 , 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 


Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy — .4637055 


Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 566 1101 


19-JO News Headlines 865897 

19:3s Life s Most Embarrassing German-speaking Evangelical 


i Moments 

20:00 Documentary — A Taste 
i of Africa 

20 JO Talk Show — Challenges 

. 21:15 Drama — Renegade 

i 22:00 News in English 

22:30 Comelli 

. 23:15 The History of Rock and 
, Roll 

23:59 ..Comedy — The Nanny- 

00 JO .End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:58 

05J9 

- Fajr 

tSunri.se) Duha 

J2 J2 


16:13 .... 

"Asr 

19J6 

Maghreb 

21:07 



CHURCHES 

• St Mary of Nazareth Church 


Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of Uk Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646 13S 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331 

Tbe Armenian Orthodox 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
There will be a gradual and slight 
rise in temperatures with fine 
weather conditions prevailing. 
Clouds will appear at differeni alti- 
tudes and winds northwesterly to 
northeasieriy moderate. In Aqaba, 
it will be relatively warm, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas calm. 


Nairoukh pharmacy' .4623672 Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Al SaJam pharmacy' .4636730 Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 


— 1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 Water Authority .5680 100 

Shmeisani pharmacy .4637660 J. Electricity Authority SI561 5 


Najib pharmacy .5347632 

DRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy < — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad .!... 985550 

Khalifeh pharmacy -98541 7 


Electric Power Co. .4636381 

RJ Flight lnfocmation....44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. .Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman .. 15/25 

Aqaba. .24/34 

Deserts 13/30 

Jordan Valley. 22/32 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 34 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 37 per cenL 
Aqaba 47 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Tawfiq Qub’ain .4623029 

Dr. Ghalib Zawaidth ...4126011 
Dr. KhaidounAsfour ...5332600 

Dr. Bilal AlSayyid ..890280 

Firas pharmacy - 5661912 


Food Control Centre...^...46371 1 1 
Civil DaenceDep o nmas — 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue FUke 1914621111.4637777 

Fire Brigade .46 17101 

Blood Bank. ...775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. .4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 566 1 1 76 

Wsa-& Sewuage Ccnplairns _S97467 
Amman Municipality' Complaints 

- -787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) _„121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Sutgety 5921199 

TheIsiamic.Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 5 856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity.-. -46442S 1/6 

Akileh Maternity'. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. .—.4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ....560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 3669131 

University Hospital .5553444 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahli. Abdali J664161/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 775111/26 

Araiy.Marka 891611/15 

Queen .Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
AmaJ Hospital ._5674155 


IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
-.(02)247100 


10i50 — .Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
17:45 -New Yoric, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Mao — .. .Istanbul (add) (.RJ) 

18:30 — Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 

1&45 — .Brussels, Milan (RJj 

JO - -.London (RJ) 

19J0 —Madrid, Geneva (RJj 

19:45 — Paris, Athens (RJ) 

^2:15 Rome (RJ) 

03:25 — Cairo tRJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03 13141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This informariim is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (44) 53200-5. 
when it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone (44) (52700) 


Other Flights 

06:39 .Tel Aviv (LA) 

11:00 - Sanaa. Ta’iz (TYj 

12J0 Jeddah (SV) 

12:50 Moscow (SIT) 

13:30 -Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:40 - Doha(QR) 

^ :0 ° J’aris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LA) 

S1I -Ctt® 'MS* 

“- 20 - -Istanbul <TK) 

JLamaca(CY) 

*~ :4 ? —..Beirut (ME) 

01:15 ...Amsterdam, Beirut (KLi 
04:15 -London (BAi 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06 JO Laroaca (RJ) 

06:45 JBciror (RJ) : 

06 JO -Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) ; 

12:00 Aqaba, Rome (RJ) j 

12:15 Tunis, Casablanca (RJ)! 

12 JO Amsterdam, New Yorie(RJ) ■ 

13:00 Istanbul (RJ) ’ 

13:00 ...-.Athens, London (Rfr; 

21:00 _.New Delhi (RJ) I 

21 JO Jeddah (RJ): 

22:00 Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 1 

22:40 Bangkok (RJ); 

23 JO Cairo (RJ) 

23:40 Damascus (RJ)i 

23:40 Sanaa (R0: 

00 JO Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:15 

07:15 

07 JO 


—Beirut (ME) 1 
_Tel Aviv (LA) | 
—Paris (AF) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


Royal Jordanian fRJ) Flights 

09JQ Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 Lamaca (RJ) 

KhOO -Bombay (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:25 -Beirut (RJ) 


^proceeding to Maka Airport 


07 J5 — Damascus, London (BA) ; 

07 JO Frankfurt (LH) 

12.-00 Al Hudaidah (IY) 

14:00 Jeddah (SV); 

14:10 M nafiW (Sin : 

14:25 joha(GF);' 

14 JO J3oba(QR) 

21:10 .Tel Aviv (LA) 

22:40 Cairo (MS); 

02:15 Beirut, Amsterdam (KU j 


jjome 


fessed to shooting aprarmpsa 
human rights activist repots 
on Saturday finked the attack 
to shadowy state death sqoads. 

Akin BirdaL the presdentof 
Turkey’s Human Rights ASo-. 
ciation, was shot and badly 
wounded in Ms Ankara office 
on May 12. Authorities said 
Friday they arrested the .tyro 
hitmen and three accomplices, 
including an army sergeant - 

On Saturday, tbe daily Hiff- 
riyet said the sergeant was the 
right-hand man of a shadowy 
figure code-named “Green," a 
state-paid assassin hired to JaD 
journalists and activists who 
were seen as a threat to nation- 
al security. 

A government report issued 
earlier this year sad “Green" 
had worked for die state at one 
time, but has since tuned into 
an uncontrollable “death 
machine." BirdaL 50. is well 
respected in tbe Wfest for his 
opposition to torture and tbe 
forced evacuation of Kmtiisb 
villages in southeastern 
Turkey. He is expected to 
remain in hospital another two 
weeks. 

The interior minister, Murat 
Basesgioglu, said Friday tbe 
suspects confessed during ini- 
tial questioning. 

Police also said ballistics 
tests showed thai guns found at 
die suspects’ houses matched 
tbe weapons used on BirdaL 
Tbe fingerprints of one suspect 
also matched those found SL 
his office. 

News reports Saturday sad 
police were still searching for 
tbe mastermind of the arcade 
on BirdaL 
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— Tel Aviv | QAIA) (RW) 
43t2S ...Aqaba ( anivine at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


fioyal Wings (RW),_; 

08:00 Aqaba (from. Marita Aiq**^ 
(RW) 

08:45 -Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW; 
21 JO Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW [ 
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Government 
has referred 
finalised 
draft laws to 
Parliament 
— Ensour 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour on Satur- 
day said the government 
has referred a number of 
finalised draft laws to Par- 
liament while others are 
still under consideration by 
the Cabinet. 

Speaking after a regular 
Cabinet session. Dr. 
Ensour told the press that 
the government reviewed 
the issue of enacting laws 
in light of His Majesty 
King Hussein's visit to the 
professional associations 
building last week, during 
which the question was 
raised. 

Dr. Ensour said the gov- 
ernment has responded 
promptly to the King's 
directives to speed up die 
enactment of laws. 

The minister noted that 
some laws, including the 
draft laws on nurses and 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) as well as the 
JPA's pension law, were 
delayed in response to 
requests by the concerned 
departments. 

During Saturday's ses- 
sion, the Council of Minis- 
ters endorsed the minutes 
of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian meetings held 
in Amman recently under 
the co-chairmanship of 
Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani and Palestinian Min- 
ister of Planning and Inter- 
national Cooperation Nabil 
Shaath, said Dr. Ensour. 

The Cabinet approved 
proposals by Minister of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez 
on the introduction of a 
new system for overtime 
work in a number of gov- 
ernment departments, he 
said. 

Dr. Ensour noted that 
overtime pay to govern- 
ment employees costs the 
state treasury about JD 8 
million annually, in addi- 
tion to JEW million per year 
paid to employees working 
for independent semi-gov- 
ernmental offices. 

According to the minis- 
ter, the Council reviewed a 
number of topics and draft 
Jaws that the government 
plans to refer to Parliament 
for its upcoming extraordi- 
nary session, which is 
expected to be convened in 
the first half of next month. 

The minister of health. 
Ashraf Kurdi, briefed the 
Cabinet on the outcome of 
meetings of the World 
Health Organisation and 
Arab countries' health min- 
isters. Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mijhem Khreisha 
delivered a report on his 
recent visits to Syria and 
Iran. 

The Council of Ministers 
formed a delegation led by 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddad in 
to take part in a seminar on 
water strategies in the Mid- 
dle East, to be held in Cairo 
from June 1-3. 

The Cabinet endorsed a 
draft agreement to be 
signed by the Jordan Valley 
Authority and a local com-' 
pany to establish an indus- 
trial zone in the Jordan Val- 
ley. 


Brotherhood elections expected 
to consolidate centrist faction 



PRINCESS VISITS ACADEMY: Her Royal Highness Princess Aisha, director of 
the department of women recruit affairs, Saturday inspects a section of the the 
Royal Comand and Staff Academy. Princess Aisha was briefed by academy offi- 
cials on their activities and duties. She was also briefed on its future plans and pro- 
grammes (Petra photo) 


Balqa Applied University to be 
officially inaugurated Wednesday 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special 10 the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein, the govern- 
ment-run Balqa Applied 
University (BAU) will be 
formally inaugurated on 
Wednesday to help train a 
qualified workforce of spe- 
cialists and technicians to 
meet labour demands at 
home and abroad. 

In response to a growing 
number of science degree 
holders working in non- 
specialised fields and other 
unemployed graduates, 
especially community col- 
lege graduates holding 
intermediate diplomas, a 
Royal Decree was issued 
on Aug. 22, 1996, calling 
for the creation of the 
BAU. 

King Hussein named his 
cultural attache. HRH 
Prince Ghazi, as chairper- 
son of the university’s 17- 
member Royal Commis- 
sion and its board of 
trustees. 

“BAU seeks to help rem- 
edy the present situation by 
preparing a skilled and 
qualified workforce that 
meets the requirements of 
the local, regional, and 
international labour mar- 
ket. producing specialists 
and applied technicians." 
BAU President Khaled 
Toukan told the Jordan 
Times. 

The institution is current- 
ly providing around 16,000 
students with university 
and community college 
degrees in applied voca- 
tional. technical and acade- 
mic areas. 


The BAU is made up of a 
network of community col- 
leges spread across Jordan 
that once belonged to the 
ministries of higher educa- 
tion and social develop- 
ment but are now adminis- 
tratively. financially and 
academically run by the 
university. 

The staff of these colleges 
were seconded to the BAU. 

Teaching at the main uni- 
versity site in the city of 
Salt, pan of the Balqa gov- 
emorate. began last year 
with 100 students enrolled 
in its BA programmes and 
the faculties of applied sci- 
ences and engineering. 

The BAU grants associ- 
ate degrees/intermediate 
diplomas in education, 
agriculture, computer, hotel 
management, and aviation, 
among others. 

Ft offers BA degrees in 
information technology, 
materials and metallurgical 
engineering, in engineering 
surveying and space geo- 
desy. 

“The associate degree 
programme, which is more 
of an intermediate diploma, 
is not offered by any other 
public university," Dr. 
Toukan said in a recent 
interview. “As for the BA 
programmes in engineer- 
ing, they are unique as they 
are not offered by any other 
university in Jordan." 

Jordan is home to seven 
public and 14 private uni- 
versities, many of which 
sprang up after the govern- 
ment began allowing the 
private sector to invest in 
the lucrative education 
business in the early 
1990s. 


The BAU is a govern- 
ment university whose role 
complements that of other 
public universities by pro- 
ducing graduates with a 
more practical academic 
orientation and hands-on 
experience. 

‘The BAU is to Fill some 
of the gaps by producing 
experts and specialists in 
fields which have not been 
tackled by other private or 
public universities in the 
Kingdom," Dr. Toukan 
explained. 

He said the needs of the 
local labour market were 
assessed through various 
studies conducted on tech- 
nical vocational training 
with the help of interna- 
tional bodies. namely 
Canada and the World 
Bank. 

The studies also focused 
on areas with high unem- 
ployment for intermediate 
diploma holders and other 
fields in high demand. 

These studies. Dr. Toukan 
said, formed the basis of 
the BAU's strategic plan 
for the future. 

The male-female enrol- 
ment rate has been deter- 
mined by specialisations 
offered at the university, he 
added. Some, such as the 
Zarqa, Ajloun and Princess 
Alia colleges, only target 
females. 

“There is an evident incli- 
nation towards female 
enrolment in diploma pro- 
grammes offered at BAU,” 
Dr. Toukan said. 

He related this to the fact 
that some specialisations 
were female-oriented, 
while males preferred to 
attend private universities. 


Meeting to examine educational 
broadcasting to occupied territories 


AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates representing Arab states 
hosting Palestinian refugees 
Saturday opened a six-day 
meeting in Amman to exam- 
ine a number of issues con- 
nected with broadcasting edu- 
cational radio and television 
programmes to students in the 
Israeti-occupied. territories. 

The delegates, representing 
Jordan. Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine as well as the Arab 

League, (he Arab Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
isation and the Arab Broad- 
casting Union, will also dis- 
cuss coordination among their 


countries in organising and 
financing the programmes. 

In tic opening address, 
Ibrahim Badran. director gen- 
eral of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department, said Jordan's 
commitment to the pro- 
grammes was another expres- 
sion of die Kingdom's full 
commitment to helping the 
Palestinian people. 

The Arab countries sur- 
rounding Israel have a duty to 
thwart Zionist attempts to dis- 
tort Arab history and destroy 
Arab and Islamic culture in 
Palestine, Dr. Badran added. 

Marwah Jaber, head of the 


department of Palestinian 
refugee affairs at the Arab 
League, attacked the Israeli 
government's “anti-peace" 
policies, saying that Israel's 
arbitrary measures and its con- 
tinued occupation of Arab 
lands and holy sites pose a 
serious threat to peace, stabili- 
ty and security. 

Following the opening ses- 
sion. Dr. Badran said the meet- 
ings win focus attention on 
upgrading and modernising 
educational curricula for stu- 
dents in the occupied territo- 
ries using advanced standards 
in technology and media. 


Iwhat's going on 


1 


FILM 

T “Ma Saison PnSfensT at the 
French Cultural Centre. Jahal 
Weibdeh at 6:30 p.m. and 8 Jo 
p.m. 

SEMINAR 

* “Jordan in the 1948 War and Its 
Aftermath” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 9:00 a.m. 
EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Christian de ftxtzam- 
potc at the University of Jordan. 

until June 4. 

* ftiintings by Abdul Aziz Ai 
HasakatHamnjounibiAriGalleiy. 
Gardens Sl (Tel. 5536098), until 
May 26. 

* Spring collection of ceramic 
items and rugs at Beit AI Bawadi 
showroom, Abdotui (TeL 


5925841/59300701 until May 24. 

* Photo exhibition "Frederica Gar- 
rid Lorca" and book exhibition 
‘Lorca Translated Into Arabic" at 
Instiruto Cervantes. Jabal Amman 
(Tel. 4610858). until May 25. 

* "Sculpture Designs” by Jew- 
ellery Designer Suzanne 0 Masry 
and Sculptor Samer Tabba at the 
American Center. Abdoun, until 
May 25. 

* Paintings by Lebanese- Ameri- 
can artist Etc! Adrian entitled 
"Artists Book of An and fbetry" 
at Dnrai AI Funun. Jabal Wdbdeh. 
until May 28. Also displaying 
works by Berlin-based Syrian 
artist Manor Bashi entitled “A 
Suite of Heads.” and works by 
contemporary Arab anise. 


Local journalist detained 


AMMAN (J.T.) — AI 
Arab AI Yawm journalist 
Jihad Mansi was detained 
Friday by security forces. 
Editor-in-Chief Saleh 
Qallab said Saturday. 

Mr. Qallab told the Jor- 
dan Times that police 
detained Mr. Mansi on an 
order from the Security 
Court. 

Mr. Qallab said security 
forces told him that Mr. 
Mansi's anesr was not 
related to his work at AI 
Arab AI Yawm daily. 

“We are following up 
on the case and we have 
contacted several offi- 
cials, including the minis- 


ter of information, the 
president of the Press 
Association, the intelli- 
gence bureau and the 
minister of interior, and 
we were promised the 
release of Mr. Mansi." 
Mr. Qallab said. 

“We were told his 
charges were not serious 
and that he would be 
released as soon as inter- 
rogations are complete,” 
he added. 

Mr. Mansi is in his late 
twenties and covers local 
issues for AI Arab AI 
Yawm, Mr. Qallab said. 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The upcom- 
ing elections for the Shura 
Council of the Muslim 
Brotherhood are expected 
ro consolidate the emer- 
gence of a centrist group, 
which has gradually dis- 
tanced itself only recently 
from the “doves" to consti- 
tute an independent faction 
within the movement. 

Analysts agree that the 
three components of Jor- 
dan's oldest and strongest 
movement — hawks, doves 
and centrists — are set to 
clinch an almost equal 
number of sea is in this 
summer's internal elec- 
tions. 

“In the last [1994 Shura 
Council] elections, the cen- 
trists supported the doves, 
contributing greatly to their 
victory.” said Ibrahim 

Gharaibeh, editor of the 
Islamist AI Urama maga- 
zine and an expert in Islam- 
ic movements. “But this 
year, they are determined to 
constitute a separate 

group.” 

Internal divisions 


Delegation 

leaves for 

European- 

Mediterranean 

parliamentary 

meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
delegation led by Deputy 
Bassam Haddadin left Sat- 
urday for Valetta. capital 
of Malta, to attend a Euro- 
pean-Mediterranean par- 
liamentary meeting. 

The meeting is expected 
to discuss the establish- 
ment of a parliamentary 
forum in implementation 
qf the Barcelona Declara- 
tion. 

The projected forum is 
designed to strengthen ties 
between the representa- 
tives of countries in 
Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The delegation compris- 
es deputies Sidki Shabatat 
and Walid Awajan in addi- 
tion to Adnan Masbaqbeh, 
a member of the Lower 
House of Parliament's 
general secretariat depart- 
ment 


between the hawks, led by 
Hamm am Sa’id and 
Mohammad Abu Fans, the 
centrists, led by Imad Abu 
Diah and Jamil Abu Bakr, 
and the doves, led by Ishaq 
Farban and Abduilatif Ara- 
biyat, narrowed after the 
movement's decision to 
boycott last November's 
general elections, which 
many say has strengthened 
the movement and given it 
more unity. 

Both' doves and hawks 
have joined ranks against 
the policies of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam MajaJi 
after his government intro- 
duced tough amendments 
to the press law last May 
and maintained the one- 
person, one-vote system, 
which the Islamists criti- 
cised as targeted against 
their parliamentary repre- 
sentation. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
has also strongly opposed 
the 1994 peace treaty with 
IsraeL, the IMF-sponsored 
privatisation drive and cor- 
ruption. 

“Current government 
policies have made it 
impossible for even the 


most moderate member ro 
consider participation in a 
coalition government." said 
one moderate leader. 

. According to Mr. 
Gbaraibeh. the centrists are 
casting themselves as a 
young generation of rela- 
tively liberal leaders who 
are “charting the move- 
ment's future strategies, 
borrowing firmness from 
the hawks and openness 
from the doves." 

Though no date has been 
set, the Shura Council elec- 
tions are expected to start 
as of the first weekend of 
June at some branches. 

The number of members 
in the Muslim Brotherhood 1 
has never been revealed by 
either group leaders or gov- 
ernment officials. Accord- 
ing to recent press reports, 
however, only 50 per cent 
of members have paid their 
yearly membership fees, 
thus becoming eligible to 
vote. The movement is 
reportedly trying to ensure 
wider participation in the 
upcoming internal elections 
by offering “discounts" on 
overdue fees. 

The 46-member Shura 


Council, elected every four 
years, represents the most 
important decision-making 
body in the movement, in 
charge of electing the over- 
all leader and the executive 
council, discussing the 
movement's policies and 
endorsing the budget. 

Tire movement's overall 
leader, Abdul Majeed 
ThneibaL appears set to 
retain his office. 

According to Muslim 
Brotherhood by-laws, can- 
didates for the Shura Coun- 
cil must be active members 
with at least five years of 
sen - ice in the movement, be 
over 25 years of age, be 
“educationally and ethical- 
ly qualified to understand 
the principles of the Islamic 
mission," and should not 
have been arrested or con- 
victed in the three-year 
period before their nomina- 
tion. 

The Shura Council holds 
three annual meetings, one 
every four months. 

It can convene extraordi- 
nary sessions at the request 
of die executive committee 
or one-third of Shura Coun- 
cil members. 


India encouraging joint investment 
projects in Jordan — ambassador 


AMMAN (J.T.) — India’s 
ambassador to Jordan. Her- 
charan Singh Dhody. Sat- 
urday said his government 
is encouraging Indian busi- 
nesspersons to invest in 
joint Jordanian-Indian 
industrial projects in order 
to help bolster bilateral 
relations. 

In his first statement fol- 
lowing his appointment as 
ambassador last month. Mr. 
Dhody said: “We would 
like to benefit from the 
advantages which Jordan 
provides to foreign' 
investors, especially those 
starting projects in the 
Qualifying Industrial Zone 
(QIZ) near the northern 
city of Irbid, because that 
zone allows investors to 
export products directly to 
American markets free of 
customs duties.” 

Industries established at 
the QIZ, 150 kilometres 
north of Amman and a 40- 
minute drive from Israel's 
industrial heart, enjoy 
duty-free access to U.S. 
markets. 

Jordan and Israel signed 
the agreement designating 
the QIZ in the presence of 
U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright at the 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic confer- 
ence in Doha last Novem- 
ber. 

The accord stipulates that 
Jordanian and Israeli man- 
ufacturers each contribute 
and maintain at least one- 
third of the minimum 35 
per cent local content 
required under the Legisla- 
tion and Proclamation for 
duty-free treatment in the 
U.S. ~ 

.According to officials, 
the remairung 65 per cent 
can come from anywhere 
in the world. 

Otherwise, each Jordan- 
ian and Israeli manufactur- 
er is required to contribute 
and maintain at least 20 per 
cent of the total cost of pro- 
duction. excluding profits. 

The ambassador cited the 
$170 million Jordanian- 
Indian project in southern 
Jordan to produce phos- 
phate-based products as an 
example of the joint ven- 
tures between the two 
countries. 

More than 400 workers, 
including 120 Indians, are 
employed at the plant, 
which exports 224.000 


tonnes of phosphate prod- 
ucts annually, he noted. 

Mr. Dhody added that 
Jordanian-Indian trade last 
year amounted to more 
than $200 million. 

Describing Jordanian- 
Indian ties as “historic." 
the ambassador said thou- 
sands of Jordanian students 
have studied in Indian uni- 
versities. At least 5.000 
Jordanians have graduated 
from these universities and 
are working in Jordan in 
the fields of technology, 
applied sciences, the eco- 
nomic sectors and other 
areas, according to Mr. 
Dhody. 

He said at least 500 Jor- 
danian students are cur- 
rently enrolled in Indian 
universities, including 
some who are on scholar- 
ships in accordance with a 
bilateral agreement on 
cooperation in higher edu- 
cation and scholarships. 

Commending His 

Majesty King Hussein’s 
efforts fora comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East, 
Mr. Dhody said such a 
peace should be based on 
u.N. resolutions and inter- 
national legitimacy. 


Jordan, Lebanon in negotiations over 
watermelons refused entry at Lebanese border 


By Mohammad Ben Hosstin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of Agriculture and Jordan's 
embassy in Lebanon are 
currently negotiating with 
the Lebanese government to 
permit the entry of 2,680 
metric tonnes of Jordanian 
watermelons that were 
barred because the agreed 
annual quota had been 
exceeded, an official said 
Saturday. 

“One hundred Jordanian 
trucks full of watermelons 
are stuck at the Lebanese 
bonier for the fourth day," 
the official, who requested 


anonymity, told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We hope that within the 
next few days we will solve 
the problem to avoid tbe 
expected losses if the water- 
melons are sent back," he 
added. 

Earlier, Agence France- 
Presse reported that the 
Lebanese Agriculture Min- 
ister Chawqi Fakhouri on 
Friday ordered tbat the 
entire shipment be barred. It 
added that be had refused to 
agree to alter the terms of 
the agreement. 

Under the agreement, up 
to 4,000 metric tonnes of 
watermelons from Jordan 


can receive duty-free access 
to the Lebanese market from 
May 1 to June 10. The 
Lebanese agriculture minis- 
ter was quoted earlier as 
saying tbat 4,700 tonnes of 
watermelons had been 
imported. 

“We did exceed the 
amount stipulated in the 
agreement and they have the 
right to bar our produce," 
the official added. 

"There is a problem of : 
coordination because of the 
official holiday in Lebanon, 
so we have to wait** 

Lebanon, observes its offi- 
cial weekend on Sunday, 
while the Kingdom's holi- 


day is Friday. 

In 1997, the two countries 
faced a similar problem 
after Lebanon barred trucks 
carrying vegetables from 
entering the country because 
tbe Lebanese market was 
inundated. Jordan reacted 
by halting a shipment of 
Lebanese vegetables at the 
border. The problem was 
resolved after several days. 

Jordan exports vegetables 
to Lebanon during the win- 
ter as well as melons in the 
summer in exchange for 
Lebanese oranges, apples 
and cherries as stipulated by 
the schedule between the 
two countries. 


London auction house to sell earliest 
photographs of Mecca, Medina 


(Continued from page 1) 

The collection which Sotheby’s is 
auctioning in London on June 4 con- 
sists of 18 photographs and two Ara- 
bic manuscripts of his itineraries 
through Mecca and Medina 

Only two other complete sets of 
photographs are known. One was 
donated to the Institut de France in 
Paris by tbe billionaire Schlumberger 
family while the other is owned by the 
Qatari ruling family. 

Me Kioumgi said his client found 
the photographs and the manuscripts 
at a London bookshop by accident aid 
then spent five years researching the 
pictures and Sadiq. 


As a Muslim, Sadiq was able to trav- 
el at leisure in the holy cities. 

It was then that he drew the first 
accurate map of the Haram, or tomb- 
mosque of Ptophet Mohammad which 
lies in Medina. 

On one of his trips, Sadiq acted as 
the treasurer in charge of the camel 
caravan taking the “mahmal” — a 
richly decorated wooden litter that 
carried a Koran, Islam’s holy book, 
and symbolised power — to the annu- 
al Muslim Hajj or pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

On his last trip to the holy cities x 
Sadiq was widowed. His wife of 34 
years died in Mecca and he buried her 
in Medina. 


The photographs show a rare insight 
into Mecca and Medina during the 
annual pilgrimage, with pictures of 
the pilgrims’ encampments and of 
worshippers going around the Kaaba, 
the black stone which Muslims must 
walk around several times as part of 
the Hajj. 

One . of the shots shows Sherif 
Shawkat Pasha, the guardian of the 
Great Mosque of Medina surrounded 
by his three eunuchs, while another 
shows Sheikh Omar. AI Shaiby, the 
guardian of the key of the Kaaba. 

Sadiq sent Shaiby the photograph 
with a poem saying: “Your parting 
bums my heart. Yet aren’t photogra- 
phers destined to bum in fire?" 




4 World News 


Jordan Times, Sundays 


U.S. to move carefully on 


Latin America arms sales 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen said 
Saturday that Washington's 
new policy of selling 
advanced warplanes and 
other weapons to Larin 

America was unlikely to 
spark an arms race or mili- 
tary conflicts in the region. 

Mr. Cohen told reporters 
travelling with him to 
Argentina at the start of a 
South America trip that the 
United States would move 
cautiously in exercising last 
year's lifting of a 20-year 
arms embargo against a 
region once peppered with 
military dictatorships. 

He also predicted govern- 
ments in the hemisphere 
would modernise their mil- 
itaries sensibly and that 
Argentina, for example, 
should not be concerned 
about a U.S. push to sell F- 
16 or F- IS fighter jets to 
neighbouring Chile in a 
fierce competition with 
France and Sweden. 

‘‘What we are looking at 
is a Latin America that is 
very different from the 
Latin America of years 
past. Virtually every coun- 
try is now a democracy.** 
Mr. Cohen said before 
holding talks Saturday with 
President Carlos Menem 
and Defence Minister Jorge 


Dominguez. 

The secretary, who will 
travel later to Chile and 
Brazil for high-level meet- 
ings on his first trip to the 
region before flying home 
Wednesday, suggested that 
democracy and prosperity 
had fostered a sensibility 
among Latin American 
nations on the high cost and 
maintenance as well as the 
use of fighters, tanks and 
missiles. 

“I would expect a rational 
assessment of what they 
need for their own individ- 
ual security and. hopefully, 
regional security.*' Mr. 
Cohen told reporters. 

“We are not trying to sell 
expensive. sophisticated 
weapons to countries that 
can't afford it. That is not in 
ouf interest to do so.'* 

He noted that Argentina, 
which has no immediate 
plans to buy new fighter 
jets because of a budget 
crunch, should not be con- 
cerned about Chile's 

expected announcement 
next month on what jets it 
will buy. 

Lockheed Martin Corp.. 
which builds F-16s. is com- 
peting with the F/A-1S 
made by Boeing Co., the 
Jas 39 Gripen made in 
Sweden and France's 

Mirage 20005 for a poten- 


tial S6QQ million deal with 
the Chileans. 

President Bill Clinton 
made a pitch for the sale of 
U.S. fighter jets to Chile 
during talks with President 
Eduardo Frei in Santiago 
last month. 

'These two countries 
(Argentina and Chile) have 
made enormous progress in 
reconciling their differ- 
ences in recent. years,” Mr. 
Cohen said of past territori- 
al clashes between 
Argentina and Chile, 
i He noted that both were 
cooperating in working to 
heal a border dispute 
between Ecuador and Peru. 

, “They are, I think, trying 
to approach their security 
needs in a regional context, 
so 1 don't think it’s a ques- 
tion of one country feeling 
that somehow any arms 
sale to a neighbouring 
country is going to put 
them in jeopardy," the sec- 
retary told reporters. 

| Mr. Cohen said Mr. 
Clinton's lifting of the arms 

f Embargo in what could be a 
ucrative military market 
jiid not mean a wholesale 
push to sell any weapons to 
every country that wanted 
lhem. 

{ “We will examine each 
country on a case-by-case 
basis, not just a wholesale 


‘let’s see what we can sell 
them’." he told reporters. 

"That has been the policy 
of the president and that 
will be the policy." 

Mr. Cohen said his get- 
acquainted trip was not 
aimed at selling weapons 
and that he would discuss 
issues in Buenos Aires. 
Santiago and Brasilia rang 
ing from concerns over ter- 
rorism to drug trafficking. 

Argentina this week rein- 
forced security on its bor- 
ders and at Jewish build- 
ings after a breakdown in 
relations with Iran over the 
1994 bombing of a Jewish 
centre that killed 86 people. 

Interior Minister Carlos 
Corach said special precau- 
tions had been taken around 
the “triple frontier*' with 
Paraguay and Brazil, near 
the Paraguayan city of 
Ciudad del Este. which is 
thought to be a haven for 
Muslim extremists. 

Argentina's large Jewish 
community experienced 
two bomb attacks in 1992 
and 1994. which killed 119 
people and injured hun- 
dreds more. Argentina has 
not found the culprits, but 
blames both attacks on 
Iranian-backed Muslim 
extremists. 


Pope’s anti-abortion tirade 


divides Italian government 


ROME (AFP l — Pope 
John Paul H*s renewed 
tirade against abortion 
has divided Italy’s ruling 
Socialist, majority' with 
practising Catholics lined 
up against ex-Communist 
feminist campaigners. 

To coincide with the 
20th anniversary of the 
legalisation of abortion in 
Italy, the Pope called 
upon Catholics to fight 
for the end of a law he 
said “has killed three and 
a half million children in 
20 years." 

The Italian press were 
quick to light upon the 
after-effects of the Pope's 
emotive cry. with the 
centre-left Corriere della 
Sera discussing the 
“earthquake" produced at 
the heart of the govern- 
ment. and the left-wing 
La Repubblica accusing 
the Pontiff of using “psy~ 
chological terrorism." 

Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi. a devout Catholic, 
has embarrassingly been 
caught in the thick of it 
but has kept a low profile 


while his health minister. 
Rosy Bindi. whose 
beliefs led her to take a 
vow of chastity, neatly 
sidestepped the crux of 
the debate. 

She . put the. emphasis 
on the parts of the abor- 
tion law which “prevent 
abortion" through the 
“promotion of responsi- 
ble motherhood, the pro- 
tection of high-risk preg- 
nancies and the support 
of the family.’’ 

Members of her party, 
the Italian People’s Party 
(PPI) — which is pan of 
the ruling coalition — 
did not mince their words 
about the Pope’s determi- 
nation to stamp out abor- 
tion. 

Rosa Russo Jervolino, a 
close colleague of Mr. 
Prodi and leader of the 
constitutional affairs 
committee, told Corriere 
della Sera that “I back 
100 per cent the Holy 
Father's words." 

But she stressed that 
“this is not the time to 
cause a crisis in the coali- 


tion." 

I PPI leader Gerardo 
Bianco criticised the law 
saying: “It has been 
badly implemented: there 
are many things to be 
.. corrected, the Pope is 
right.*' • • 

One of the campaigners 
who helped push the law 
through parliament in 
May 1978 was Anna 
Finocchiaro. an ex- 
Communist and equal 
opportunity minister. 

She countered the 
staunchly Catholic objec- 
tions to the law. saying 
that to suppress it “would 
put lives of women in 
danger." 

Ms. Finocchiaro point- 
ed out that the rate of 
abortions had fallen in 
Italy by 41 per cent over 
the past 20 years, in spite 
of the dramatic statistics 
wielded by the Pope. 

The Italian national sta- 
tistics institute said that 
233,000 abortions were 
carried out in 1983. 
against 138.000 in 1996. 

“The law is not going to 


change." vowed the 
Minister for Solidarity. 
Livia Turco, another ex- 
Communist who joined 
women in Rome’s central 
Piazza Venezia to^fight 
for legalised abortion 20 
years ago. 

In his speech Friday, 
the Pope warned that “a 
society which is inca- 
pable of evaluating the 
richness a newlyrbom 
child brings or a 
woman's vocation to be a 
mother has no future." 

His vehement attack on 
the law came as 12 
amendments were tabled 
to change the legislation, 
most of which were put 
forward by the left and 
centre-left parties in a bid 
to improve the current 
legislation. 

But these are unlikely 
to see the light of day 
noted glumly one right- 
wing opposition MP in 
Corriere della Sera, who 
said “the majority will 
not want to cause internal 
rifts by modifying the 
law.” 


Russian miners lift 
rail blockade after 
partial accord 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Striking Siberian coal 
miners lifted their block- 
ade of the main line of the 
Trans-Siberian railway 
Saturday, enabling traffic 
to resume between 
Moscow and Volgograd, 
ITAR-TASS reported. 

The decision followed 
talks in the Rostov-on- 
Don region between the 
strikers and Deputy Prime 
Minister Boris Nemtsov, 
but the agency gave no 
details of any agreement 
reached. 

Mr. Nemtsov had trav- 
eled to Shakhty at dawn 
where he asked the min- 
;rs. who were demanding 
rack salary payment, to 
iJlow freight to roll again 
md end the “enormous 
iamage” the blockade 
vas causing to the nation. 

Total wage arrears due 
o the strikers were esti- 
nated at around 3.7 bii- 
ion rubles ($600 mil- 
ion). 

Earlier, another deputy 
jremier, Oleg Sysoyev, 
>ersuaded miners to par- 


tially lift blockades at 
Prokopyevsk and 

Mezhdurechensk in west- 
ern Siberia, making rail 
shipments possible to the 
raw material-starved steel 
factories of 

Novokuznetsk. 

The strike movement 
began a week ago when 
miners blocked trains on 
the main Trans-Siberian 
line at Anzhero- 
Sudzhensk, north of 
Kemerovo. 

Altogether the sLrikes 
are estimated to have cost 
181.4 million rubles 
($29.4 million). 

Mr. Sysuyev was hold- 
ing further negotiations 
with the strikers in west- 
ern Siberia Saturday 
morning. 

Miners were also block- 
ing other lines, and simi- 
lar protests took place at 
Inta in the Arctic north. 

All freight and passen- 
ger trains had been forced 
to make a 1,000-kilometre 
detour while the blockade 
remained in the Rostov 
area. 


Six Senegalese 
civilians killed in 


pre-election violence 


DAKAR (AFP) — Six 
civilians were killed and 
seven others wounded 
overnight Friday when 
gunmen opened fire on a 
private funeral party in 
the Casamance provin- 
cial capital Ziguinchor, 
sources said. 

It was the latest and 
worst in a string of vio- 
lent outbreaks in the 
runup to elections 
Sunday that could end 
the Socialist Party's 
nearly four-decade grip 
on power. 

The sources said the 
assailants, who opened 
fire as they fled after 
attacking a police 
checkpoint. were 

believed to be members 
of the independent 
Movement of 

Democratic Forces of 
Casamance (MFDC). 

Elsewhere in 

Ziguinchor Friday night, 
a young girl lost a leg 
when she stepped on a 
landmine. 

Thursday, gunmen 
shot and wounded six 
militants of the opposi- 
tion Senegalese 


Democratic Party (PDS) 
as they returned home 
after a political rally in 
Thies. 70 kilometres 
from Dakar. 

A PDS official said the 
attackers accused their 
victims of “being in the 
pay of the (ruling) 
Socialist Party." 

Last week clashes 
between Socialist Party 
militants left one dead 
and several injured in 
Bambey in the centre of 
the country. 

Some three mi 1 lion 
people will be called to 
the polls Sunday for 
elections which could 
end almost four decades 
of Socialist Party domi- 
nance. 

Analysts believe the 
recently-formed 
Socialist Party break- 
away, Democratic 
Renewal, may win 
enough seats to force the 
ruling party’s leader. 
President Abdon Diouf, 
to include the opposi- 
tion in a coalition gov- 
ernment. 

The PDS is the third 
party in the race. 



India edges towa 
nuclear compro 


Indian policemen try to bundle Tibetan protesters into 
a police van outside the Chinese embassy in New Delhi. 
More than 50 Tibetans, living in exile in India, protest- 
ed against alleged killings of political detainees at 
Drapochi prison in Tibet earlier this month. Some 
100,000 Tibetan refugees live in India under the guid- 
ance of their spiritual Budhist leader, Dalai Lama, who 
fled to India in 1959 (Reuters photo) 


Hardline Hindu 
minister takes 
of Kashmir affairs 


charge 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Hardline Hindu nationalist 
Home Minister Krishna Lai 
Advani has taken charge of 
affairs in Kashmir, a state 
rocked by a Muslim seces- 
sionist campaign, an offi- 
cial statement said 
Saturday. 

. "The President of India, 
as advised by the prime 
minister, has directed that 
the prime minister relin- 
quish the charge of the 
Department of Kashmir 
Affairs and L.K. Advani. 
minister of home affairs, 
will assume charge of the 
department,” said a presi- 
dential statement. 

Mr. Advani. the ideologi- 
cal driving force behind the 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP, Indian 
People's Party), has repeat- 
edly blasted Pakisran over 
Kashmir since India tested 
five nuclear bombs last 
week. 

Earlier this week Mr. 
Advani warned Islamabad 
to roll back its "anti-India 
policy, especially with 


regard to Kashmir." 

“India’s bold and decisive 
step to become a nuclear 
weapons state has brought 
about a qualitatively new 
stage in Indo-Pakistan rela- 
tions, particularly in finding 
a solution to the Kashmir 
problem,” he added. 

Pakistan, and the ,U.S. 
State Department, . have 
strongly condemned Mr. 
Advani ’s comments. 

India and Pakistan dispute 
the ownership of Kashmir 
and control parts of the 
Himalayan state. New 
Delhi accuses Islamabad of 
arming and training 
Muslim separatist guerrillas 
in the Indian state of 
Kashmir. 

Pakistan denies arming 
the Kashmir militants, but 
gives them moral and diplo- 
matic support. 

More than 20.000 people 
have died in the Muslim 
separatist campaign. 
Kashmir has also been the 
cause of two of the three 
wars between India and 
Pakistan since 1947. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
After defiantly weathering 
the storm of protest that 
greeted its show of nuclear 
force. India is edging 
towards compromises to 
bring the country back into 
the international fold. 

The week after five 
blasts shook the floor of 
the Rajasthani desert 
Indian diplomats have qui- 
etly pushed moderation, 
despite chest-thumping 
anti-P akis tan rhetoric from 
ministers in the Hindu- 
nationalist government. 

India has softened objec- 
tions ' to the 

Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). offered a 
“no first strike” pact with 
Pakistan and fulfilled U.S. 
demands for a clearcut 
pledge to freeze further 
testing. 

“Now there is a morato- 
rium on nuclear tests," 
said Brajesh Mishra, who 
runs Prime Minister Atal 
Bebari Vajpayee's office. 

Mr. Mishra said India 
wanted to formalise the 
moratorium into an “oblig- 
ation” and that Indian offi- 
cials were already holding 
talks on the issue. 

Among the proposals 
being floated by India is a 
formal pact with arch 
enemy Pakistan, which is 
threatening to test its own 
nuclear device, that nei- 
ther country will launch a 
first nuclear attack. 

“These steps are the log- 
ical extension of the decla- 
ration that Indian nuclear 
weapons are only for 
deterrence,” The Times of 
iDdia said Saturday. 

India has refused to pub- 
licly spell out the coun- 
try's stance on the CTBT 
following the May 1 1 and 
May 13 tests, but official 
language on the treaty has 
become more conciliatory. 

Responding to world 
fury over the blasts. India 
at first voiced long-held 
objections to the treaty and 
said it was only “prepared 
to consider adhering to 
some of the undertakings.” 
But India's ambassador 
to Washington Naresh 
Chandra was more posi- 
tive after talks this week 
with U.S. officials. 

Mr. Chandra said India 
wanted to start talks as 
soon as possible with 
nuclear weapon states to 
reach an agreement allow- 
ing New Delhi to “under- 
take the substantive under- 
takings contained in the 
treaty." 

Mr. Vajpayee has been 
pushing India's case with 
influential friendly leaders 
such as Russian leader 



Boris Yeltsin 
African President Nel^ 
Mandela, and 
signs the 

is reaping rewards. ; ’ ' 
Russia’s ambassa^_ to 
India Albert 
said Saturday his countiy 
welcomed India's sbpRctf 
restraint since tfaelksfrand 
its pledges to hold tal&oa 
the CTBT. . 

And he held' out ithe 
prospect India cxmld jorn 
the exclusive c!uB_4'bf 
nuclear weapons stat&iGt 
was prepared rq/give 
“legal" guarantees, about 
its ftiture nuclear coisriact, 
“Every nuclear weapons 
state has some rights;.: But 
for getting recognition h 
must have some oblige 
dons. Once it is ready to 
show these obligations by 
joining the non-prolifera- 
tion regime, its recogni- 
tion as a nuclear weapons 
power will follow.” he 
said. 

The Ltnited States, which 
reacted to the tests by 
demanding Ind ia im medi- 
ately sign the CTBT and 
imposing heavy economic 
sanctions, also seems to 
have softened its tone. 

After U.S. President Bill 
Clinton talked with Mr. 
Yeltsin Thursday. White 
House spokesman Mike 
McCurry said the two 
leaders talked about ways 
they could “encourage” 
India “to think very seri- 
ously about its internation- 
al obligations". 

India is one of 44 coun- 
tries which must sign and 
ratify the .1996 CBTB 
within three years of its 
launch for it to come into 
force. 

India objects the text 
only bans nuclear “explo- 
sions” but allows sub-crit- 
ical and computer-simulat- 
ed tests — thereby allow- 
ing proven nuclear powers 
to continue to. develop 
weapons. 

But following -the tests 
India’s scientists have said 
the country now has the 
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computer 
ed tests, leading analysts 
to believe New Delhi 
could drop objections on 
this front. 

“If there is no need for 
us to conduct further 
nuclear tests ... we can 
sign the CTBT as long as 
Pakistan does the same," 
said C.V. Narasimhan, a 
former undersecretary 
general at the United 
Nations. 

India has also com- 
plained the treaty has no 
time-frame for total world 
nuclear disarmament- 


Nuclear thirst quenched but 
water eludes millions of Indians 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India may have attained 
the status of a nuclear 
power but there are more 
than 10 million people in 
the country with no access 
to drinking water, a report 
said Saturday. 

The Hindustan Times 
daily said that in many 
regions of the country peo- 
ple, particularly women, 
had to walk several kilo- 
metres in search of water. 

“This is despite the fact 
that thousands of millions 
of rupees have been ear- 
marked for the purpose 
and last year the allocation 
was S717 million and it 


covered 90,000 villages." 
it said. 

India conducted five 
nuclear tests last week, the 
first for 24 years. The 
blasts provoked worldwide 
condemnation and global 
sanctions. 

India, with a population 
of more than 960 million, 
is in the grip of a searing 
summer heatwave which 
has claimed more than 40 
lives since the start of 
May, according to press 
reports. 

As temperatures in the 
capital New Delhi soared 
to 45 degrees centigrade 
Friday, the hottest day of 


the year, the city authori- 
ties imposed widespread 
power cuts and ordered a 
crackdown on power theft. 

The state's chief minis- 
ter. Sahib Singh Verraa, 
said all consumers with 
faulty or tampered elec- 
tricity metres would be 
fined heavily and hotels 
would be provided with 
only 30 per cent of power 
requirements. 

He said all air condition- 
ers must be registered with 
the state electricity board 
to monitor their use. 

A headline in The Hindu 
newspaper read: "Mercury 
up, power down, Delhi 


down and out.” 

The Times of India said a 
sole electricity board 
employee fled his office 
overnight when angry 
slum dwellers demanded 
restoration of power. 

India has a peak demand 

of around 68,000 

megawatts and a generat- 
ing capacity of 81,000, 
although an estimated 60 
per cent of that is lost 
through plant and trans- 
mission inefficiencies. 

Trade bodies estimate 
the country needs mote 
than $200 billion in private 
investment by 2002 to 
increase power output. 
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BEIJING (AFP) — 
India has continued to 
provoke tension with 
China and Pakistan with 
inflammatory comments 
in the wake of its 
nuclear tests, China's 
state media said in an 
editorial Saturday. 

“India’s behaviour and 
its senior ministers* 
irresponsible words 
have once again 
revealed the country’s 
long premeditated ambi- 
tion of seeking hegemo- 
ny.” the China Daily 
maintained. 

Senior Indian minis- 


ters have "continued to 
rub salt in the unhealed 
wounds of the country’s 
neighbours” this week 
by threatening Pakistan 
with the country’s 
nuclear potential, and 
by calling China a hos- 
tile enemy again, the 
article said. 

The editorial referred 
to remarks by Indian 
Home Minister Lai 
Krishna Advani, who 
repeatedly accused 
Pakistan of waging a 
“proxy war” in Kashmir 
this week, along with 
revived comments by 


Defence Minister 
George Fernandes 
against China. 

Mr- Fernandes had 
referred to China as his 
country’s "enemy num- 
ber one.” 

“India was once a 
world power. It is 
obsessed with the desire 
to be a regional and 
world power once 
again/ the daily main- 
tained. 

“If it continues to pro- 
ceed further down the 
wrong road, it will lose 
the faith of the world 
community as well as 


of its own 


the support 
people.” 

After warming consid- 
erably in the 1980s and 
1990s, ties between 
China and India took a 
nose-dive this month 
when India carried out 
five nuclear test blasts 
as part of a plan to 
develop nuclear 

weapons. 

The two sides fought a 
border war in 1962, and 
still maintain territorial 
disputes over 
Kashmir and 
far eastern 
Arunachal Pradesh. 
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Residents of this central Bolivian village sit with the few belongings they were able to rescue from the rabble left 
by an earthquake measuring 6.6 on the Richter scale May 22. More than forty people are confirmed dead with 
dozens missing in the most destructive earthquake to hit Bolivia this century (Reuters photo) 
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Canada welcomes 
U.S. intention to sign 


Earthquake in Bolivia destroys 
2 Andean towns, kills at least 52 


COCHABAMBA, Bolivia 
(AFP) — Survivors of the 
worst earthquake in Bolivia 
this century huddled in 
makeshift camps here 
Saturday after the tumbler 
devastated two Andean vil- 
lages and killed at least 52 
people. The powerful earth- 
quake measuring 6.6 on the 
Richter scale hit at around 
1:00 a-m. (0500 GMT) 
Friday, striking the colonial 
towns of Totora and 
Ajquile. 

Some 200 people were 
missing and 1 J>00 were left 
homeless, according to 
government officials. 

About 200 people were 
injured in tbe quake and 
most were brought to this 
central Bolivian city by tbe 
busload for treatment at tbe 
local hospital. 

“My children, where are 
my children?” cried 
Elizabeth Tonicos, 30, as 
she was admitted to the 
emergency room of the 
Viedma hospital. 

Doctors and nurses at the 
hospital pleaded for med- 
ical supplies and medicines 
to treat the endless flow of 
injured. 


President Hugo Banzer 
travelled to Aiquile and told 
survivors who congregated 
in the rubbled remains of 
main square that his gov- 
ernment would help them 
repair their lives. 

“Do not feel neglected or 
abandoned, because tbe 
government has been work- 
ing for you.” Mr. Banzer 
told the survivors* who 
spent the night in hastily 
pitched tents brought by 
rescue workers. 

Many of the one- and 
two-storey mud buildings 
in Aiquile were reduced to 
debris by the quake, while 
the nearby farming and 
ranching town of Totora 
virtually disappeared into 
huge cracks in die earth. 

Sixteen townspeople were 
killed in Totora and 32 peo- 
ple in Aiquile, officials 
said. 

“In Aiquile, 170 houses 
have collapsed and impris- 
oned many people,” includ- 
ing many children, said 
Captain Antonio Franco of 
the Civil Defence Agency. 

More than 10 buses carry- 
ing hundreds of passengers 
were trapped under tonnes 


of earth when a hill col- 
lapsed onto a roadway out- 
side Aiquile, Radio Fides 
reported. 

The government 

mobilised airborne rescue 
squads from Cochabamba 
and rescue workers were 
being parachuted into the 
area. Heavy machinery was 
brought in to clear the road 
and evacuate the wounded 
to hospitals in 
Cochabamba, tbe provin- 
cial capital. 

However doctors at the 
Viedma hospital here feared 
they did not have the capac- 
ity to treat all the injured. 

“We are doing everything 
we can so that these people 
don’t die on us here, but we 
lack many things,” 
explained a nervous physi- 
cian, who said he was des- 
perate for anaesthesia and 
pain killers to treat his 
patients. 

Some of the wounded did 
not even make it to the hos- 
pital. 

As night fell late Friday, 
Radio Panamericana report- 
ed tha t residents of the 
destroyed towns “transport- 
ed in dump trucks at least 


37 wounded people who 
have not yet received help 
of any kind." 

In all, 173 quakes and 
aftershocks rattled the 
provinces of Cochabamba, 
La Paz, Santa Cruz and 
Chuquisaca in a 12-hour 
period, the private San 
Calixto Observatory in La 
Paz reported. But only the 
province of Cochabamba 
suffered damage and casu- 
alties. 

The U.S. Geological 
Survey in Golden, 
Colorado, said the quake 
epicentre was located 75 
kilometres east of here. 

The San Calixto observa- 
tory said the worst quake 
this century previously was 
at the southern town of 
Tupiza in May 1909 that 
registered 6.1 on the 
Richter scale. 

In 1889, a quake measur- 
ing 6.9 on the Richter scale 
shook Yacuiba on Bolivia’s 
border with Argentina. 

Finance Minister Edgar 
Millares said in La Paz the 
government would spend 
30 million bolivianos (S5-5 
million) to help rebuild the 
villages. 


slams AI report 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
The bead of Afghanistan's 
Taleban Saturday con- 
demned a recent report by 
Amnesty International on 
executions, amputations 
and other punishments 
enforced by the militia 
under Islamic Sharia law. 

The London-based human 
rights organisation has no 
right to criticise “our reli- 
gious tenets and practices.” 
Mullah Mohammad Omar 
told the Afghan Islamic 
Press by telephone from his‘ 
Kandahar base in southwest 


Afghanistan. 

He defended the penal 
code implemented by the 
Islamic militia as the best 
system for social peace and 
order and protection of life 
and property, the private 
Pakistan-based agency said. 

Amnesty International 
has said cases of executions 
and amputations in public 
are on the rise. 

Id most cases the evi- 
dence is incomplete and the 
accused are not given suffi- 
cient opportunity to defend 
themselves, it noted. . 


Oregon shooting 
fuels media debate on 
copycat phenomenon 


CHICAGO (AFP) — The 
Oregon school shooting 
has rekindled a spirited 
debate on whether the U.S. 
media may be encouraging 
a copycat phenomenon 
with their intense, graphic 
coverage of such tragedies. 

Thursday's ambush by a 
15-year-old suspect that 
left two people killed and 
22 hurt in a high school 
cafeteria was the fifth such 
incident since March when 
two boys, aged 1 1 and 1 3, 
killed four fellow students 
and a teacher in Jonesboro. 
Arkansas. 

Schools around the coun- 
try have reported several 
cases of students threaten- 
ing similar copycat attacks. 

In a move that drew 
widespread support from 
the public. The Chicago 
Sun-Times Friday decided 
to take its coverage of the 
Oregon tragedy off the 
front page, to pages 2 and 
3. 

“Following the series of 
school shootings nation- 
wide, we see a danger that 
prominent reports of each 
successive incident could 
be contributing to the phe- 
nomenon,” the daily said. 

“We do not wish to 
encourage any unstable 
teenager to think of shoot- 
ing as a way out of adoles- 
cent torments. And we do 
not wish to alarm smaller 
children." 

“It was a case of balanc- 
ing our responsibility to 
report against our respon- 
sibility to society as a 
whole.” said Sun-Times 
editor Nigel Wade. 

While some rare cynics 
dismissed the move as a 
publicity stunt of absolute- 
ly no consequence, many 
commentators and radio 
callers said it had the merit 
of generating a salutary 
debate on the moral dilem- 
ma posed by media cover- 
age of school violence. 

Reed Irvine, chairman of 
the Washington-based 
Accuracy in Media group, 
said toning down relentless 


television coverage of such 
stories “would be an excel- 
lent idea.” 

“That kid in Oregon 
wanted to go out in a burst 
of publicity. If there wasn’t 
the media attention. I 
doubt very much he would 
have done it,” he added. 

But William Schweiker. 
an assistant professor of 
divinity at the University 
of Chicago, warned against 
the easy temptation of 
looking for single causes 
to very complex problems. 

“We live in a very violent 
society in which people 
have easy access to the 
means to inflict violence.” 
he told AFP. “Our culture 
also breeds the supposition 
that one can act without 
consequences." 

“Perhaps the media 
needs to learn to convey 
certain judgment about 
actions that are categori- 
cally wrong and evil 
instead of presenting them 
as value-neutral data.” he 
said. “But it’s not just the 
media, there’s something 
in the human spirit that 
finds perverse relish in 
gazing at such things.” 

Media organisations 
insist they have a responsi- 
bility in a democratic soci- 
ety to provide a free flow 
of information. But critics 
say too often the need to 
meet the bottom line and 
improve ratings leads the 
media to pander to the low- 
est passions of the human 
heart. 

“Obviously we tossed 
around those issues. But it 
was an enormous news 
story (Oregon shooting). 
We don’t think we over- 
played it,” said Eileen 
Murphy, a spokeswoman 
for ABC News in New 
York. 

“With the proliferation of 
cable channels, it will be 
hard for people to agree to 
play down such sensation- 
al events.” Mr. Irvine said. 
“It will take some people 
of distinction speaking 
out.” 


landmine treaty 


NATO dismisses report of 
Bosnia child prostitution 


OTTAWA (AFP) — 
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Lloyd Ax worthy welcomed 
reports die United States 
intended to sign an interna* 
ti onal treaty banning the use 
of landmines by 2006, as long 
as the Pentagon comes up 
with an alternative weapon. 

A total of 123 countries 
worldwide. excluding the 
United States, signed the 
treaty in December in Ottawa. 

The U.S. intention “sends a 
clear signal to tbe hold-out 
states that the issue is not if. 
but when, countries should 
sign,” Ml Axworthy said late 
Friday. 

Ml Axworthy was reacting 
to U.S. press reports indicat- 
ing that the White House has 
promised a U.S. senator in 


HANOI (AFP) — Pete 
Peterson, a former prisoner of 
war and the first U.S. ambas- 
sador to Hanoi married a 
Vietnamese-bom Australian 
here Saturday. 

Mr. Fetereon, 62, and Vi Le, 
a 41 year-oid Australian diplo- 
mat, exchanged vows in the 
French-built Saint Thomas 
Cathedral in from of more than 
450 people who braved 40 
degree Celsius temperatures. 

It was the first time two for- 
eigners bad been married in a 
church in Hanot since the 
French were defeated in 1954. 
Guests and friends of the cou- 
ple said the marriage symbol- 
ised the forging of ties 
between former enemy 
nations. 

“The fact that they were 
married in Vietnam is a won- 
derful symbol of renewed rela- 
tions between the United 
States and Vietnam.” said 
Chuck Searcy, a close friend of 
Ml Peterson's and director of 
the Vietnam Veterans of 
America Foundation. 

Mr. Peterson. who sprat 
more than six years as a pris- 
oner of war after being shot 
down in September 1966, 
became the first U.S. envoy to 
Hanoi last May. He and Ms. 
Le met at a diplomatic (unc- 
tion soon after his arrival and 
Mr. Peterson said both quickly 
decided to get married. 

"It was spontaneous,” Ml 


BLANTYRE (.AFP) — The 
death toll in Malawi's worst 
uain accident rose to 21 
Saturday following tbe 
retrieval of one more body 
trapped under the wreckage of 
a wagon. 

Police and hospital authori- 
ties still fear that toe toll could 
rise from some of the more 


writing to sign the treaty if toe 
U.S. mili tary finds an alterna- 
tive weapon. 

Landmines kill or maim 
26,000 people per yean 
The treaty b annin g mines is 
“dot a military issue,” Mr. 
Axworthy said. “It is -a 
h umani tarian issue.” 

Mr. Axworthy said be was 
confident that the U nited 
States would sign toe treaty 
before the stated date. Waiting 
for an alternative weapon 
“does not justify the (contin- 
ued) use of a weapon that 
most of toe world has 
declared illegal” he said. 

The United Stales argues 
that security concerns pre- 
vents it from retiring land- 
mines used on the Korean 
Peninsula. 


Peterson said. “We are both 
decision makers and we don't 
waste time." The bride wore a 
sleeveless cream silk dress 
with a low cut back, and car- 
ried a simple bouquet of white 
roses. It is her first marriage. 

Mr. Peterson was dressed in 
a morning suit and his son 
Michael was best man. Tbe 
ambassador's first wife died of 
cancer a few years ago. 

The Vietnam National 
Symphony Orchestra played 
Beethoven's Seventh 

Symphony before toe service 
began, and a soloist sang 
Gounod’s Ave Maria while the 
bride and groom signed the 
registry. 

The two were married 
Friday evening in a civil cere- 
mony. 

Vi Le was born Le Thuong 
Vi in Saigon in 1956 after her 
family migrated south follow- 
ing toe Communist takeover 
of northern Vietnam in 1954. 

Her family emigrated in 
1957, living in Vientiane, 
Hongkong. Bangkok and 
France before finally sealing 
in Australia in 1977. 

The two will live in toe offi- 
cial ambassador's residence, a 
newly renovated French colo- 
nial mansion just a few blocks 
away from the notorious Hoa 
Lo prison — better known as 
the “Hanoi Hilton” — where 
Mr. Peterson spent part of his 
time in captivity. 


than 200 injured when a pas- 
senger train ’derailed and over- 
turned some 20 kilometres 
from Malawi's economic capi- 
tal Blanryre. 

After visiting toe scene, 
President Bakili Muhizi 
described toe accident as a 
national tragedy and said he 
would launch an official probe. 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s 
spy service uncovered a 
child prostitution ring in 
Bosnia run by NATO 
peacekeeping troops, a 
newspaper reported 

Saturday, but tbe alliance’s 
secretary-general dismissed 
the claims as groundless. 

The Spanish daily El 
Mundo cited unnamed 
sources as saying the ring, 
controlled mostly by Italian 
soldiers in league with a 
Bosnian crime gang, was 
discovered nearly a year 
ago by military intelligence 
agents but has continued 
operating. 

The newspaper reported 
that girls between the ages # 
of 12 and 14 had been 
forced into prostitution in 
Sarajevo for the North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation-led 
Stabilisation Force's 

Northern Brigade, which is 


CANNES, France (AFP) 
— The young Kazakh 
filmmaker Darezhan 
Omirbaev won a spon- 
sored award for best film 
in the non-competitive 
“Certain Regard” section 
of the Cannes Film 
Festival Saturday, for his 
bleak view of post- 
Soviet life in his home- 
land, “Killer”. 

The “Fondation-Gan” 
prize of 200,000 francs 
($35,000) will be devot- 
ed to distributing the 
film, Omirbaev's third 
feature after “Kairat” 
(1993) and 

“Kardiogramma” (1995), 
in France. 

“Killer” is a sad para- 
ble, spare in the manner 
of Robert Bresson, in 
which a young chauffeur 
in the Kazakh capital 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
French businesswoman 
was beaten up and robbed 
at Moscow’s luxury 
Metropole Hotel, situated 
just two minutes* walk 
from the Kremlin, the 
Russian press reported 
Saturday. 

Publisher Marie-Ange 
Dezelles. 49, woke to see 
three men rifling through a 
chest of drawers in her 
fourth-floor hotel bedroom 
overnight Tuesday. 

She screamed and 
chased after the men who 


under Italian command. 

But NATO Secretary- 
General Javier Solan a, 
attending a meeting of the 
North Atlantic assembly in 
Barcelona, said be had spo- 
ken to officials at tbe 
Spanish defence ministry 
and was told that “every- 
thing that has been pub- 
lished is lacking in -any 
foundation.” 

*1 will stay in contact 
with the Spanish govern- 
ment,” Mr. Solana. a for- 
mer Spanish foreign minis- 
ter, told reporters after 
delivering a speech to 
NATO’s parliamentary 
wing. 

“There is not enough 
information to support any 
of these reports.” 

El Mundo said Javier 
Calderon, director of the 
Spanish intelligence ser- 
vice CESID, received a full 
report last July from agents 


Almaty experiences a 
series of misfortunes 
beginning with a road 
accident, until he is faced 
with the prospect of car- 
rying out a contract 
killing in order to pay off 
his debts. 

It makes clear the pres- 
sures facing the peoples 
of the former Soviet 
Union as traditional val- 
ues and structures col- 
lapse under the combined 
weight of market pres- 
sures and mafia politics. 

Omirbaev was unable 
to come to Cannes to 
receive his award, 
remaining in Kazakhstan 
where his wife is about 
to have a child. His lead- 
ing actor, Talgat Asatov, 
was reportedly unem- 
ployed after the comple- 
tion of the film. 


turned on her, beating her 
up before fleeing with 
gold jewellery and $1,500 
in cash, said the reports. . 

Ms. Dezelles was taken 
to hospital with slight head 
injuries and left for France 
the next day. 

Irina Volkova, director 
of the hotel, one of 
Moscow's finest, told the 
English-language daily 
Moscow Times that die 
incident, the first of its 
kind, was “serious” and 
would be investigated. 


who had been sent to 
Bosnia to investigate. 

The report detailed bow 
Bosnian children, drawn 
into prostitution with 
threats and promises of 
money, were taken after 
dark to toe brigade’s head- 
quarters and forced to have 
sex with soldiers and non- 
- commissioned officers, fhe 
newspaper said. 

Most of the troops 
involved belonged to the 
Italian contingent but 
Portuguese and Egyptian 
soldiers also occasionally 
used the child prostitutes, 
the CESID report was cit- 
ing as saying. 

The girls were rarely paid 
more than $25 per soldier 
but it was a large sum com- 
pared to the low salaries in 
the economically troubled 
region, El Mundo reported. 

The alleged ring was also 
controlled by the so-called 


PARIS (AFP) — A party 
of children and adults 
taking part in a world- 
wide protest march 
against child labour, 
were due to arrive in 
Paris Saturday after 
crossing Africa from 
south to north. 

The group, comprising 
a score of children from 
India, Brazil and 
Bangladesh and mem- 
bers of non-governmen- 
tal organisations, set out 
from Cape Town in 
South Africa 'on March 
20 . 

Another group left 
Manila in the 
Philippines on Jan. 17, 
to cross Asia and a third 
party set off from Sao 
Paulo in Brazil on Feb. 
25. Part of the group has 
been criss-crossing 
Latin America, while 
others are moving round 
the United States. 

All the groups will 
converge on Geneva at 
the beginning of June 
with the aim of putting 
pressure on govern- 
ments in the 
International Labour 
Office, which will be 
studying a draft conven- 
tion against “extreme’' 
forms of child labour. 

France has reserved a 
high-profile welcome 
for the marchers, includ- 
ing a meeting Saturday 
with President Jacqu es 
Chirac and visits to 


Zanyar mafia, which dur- 
ing the Bosnian war earned 
substantial profits through 
black-market sales of gas. 
food, tobacco and drugs, El 
Mundo reported. 

CESID agents learned the 
alleged prostitution ring 
began operating in 19%, 
just months after the Italian 
army contributed troops to 
the force sent to maintain 
order in Bosnia under the 
Dayton peace accords, the 
newspaper said. 

The parents of some of 
the children found out what 
was happening and 
informed the general com- 
manding die brigade, El 
Mundo cited one source as 
saying. 

“For some months, the 
visits by the children 
stopped,” the source told 
the newspaper. “But at the 
beginning of 1997, it start- 
ed again.” 


UNESCO and the new 
Stade de France stadium 
north of Paris, built spe- 
cially for the Football 
World Cup. Sunday, 
-they are due to meet 
members of the National 
Assembly. 

Monday, they have 
meetings lined up at the 
labour mini stry with 
Labour Minister 

. Martine Aubry and trade 
1 union officials. 

The march was organ- 
ised at the initiative of a 
group of associations 
based in New Delhi, 
headed by the Indian 
NGO the South Asian 
Coalition against Child 
Servitude. 

According to the DLO, 
some 250 milli on chil- 
dren between the ages of 
five and 14 in the world, 
axe working for their 
living, though not all are 
victims of exploitation. 
The majority work to 
boost the family earn- 
ings, in agriculture, 
domestic work, handi- 
crafts or street peddling. 

But many others are 
virtual slaves. They toil 
in the mines of Peru and 
Bolivia, are exploited as 
prostitutes in the 
Philippines, Thailand or 
Brazil, and find them- 
selves in bondage to pay 
off family debts (this 

E ractice is widespread in 
idia and Pakistan). 


U.S. ambassador weds 
Vietnamese-born 
woman in Hanoi 


Death toll from Malawi’s 
worst train accident at 21 


Kazakh film wins 
Cannes award 


March against 
child labour 
reaches Paris 


Frenchwoman robbed 
in Moscow luxury hotel 
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Peace for the Irish 


THE PEACE accord for Northern Ireland 
brokered a few weeks ago by British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and leaders of the 
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland 
was vindicated Saturday by a strong show of 
support from the peoples of both sides, 
Friday's referendum on the deal is a strong 
expression of people's desire for peace: More 
than 90 per cent of voters in the south and 75 
per cent in the north voted in favour of the 
peace deal. 

The lessons to be learned from the Irish set- 
tlement are two fold: Given a choice between 
war and conflict on the one hand and an hon- 
ourable, fair and equitable peace on the other, 
people will overwhelmingly opt for peace. 
Human beings prefer peace to war and once 
given an opportunity to choose, they will 
always go for peace. The second lesson to be 
learned from this is that it is wiser to take the 
issues of war and peace directly to the people 
so that they can pass their collective judge- 
ment on them. Seeking grassroots support for 
peace is snrely the best way of cementing the 
foundation of any peace formula between two 
sides locked in a political and armed conflicts. 

Now that the peoples of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland have spoken, and spoken 
dearly and persuasively, a great deal of work 
remains to be done. Translating the principles 
of the peace pact into deeds also requires a 
painstaking process. 

The small minority on both sides of the fence 
who voted against the deal are literally dis- 
armed in the face of the overwhelming sup- 
port that the peace agreement received. 
Leaders from both camps have campaigned 
hard to convince the peoples to vote yes in a 
big way to peace. Opponents to the agree- 
ment, led by Ian Paisley of the Democratic 
Unionists (DUP), have fought hard to under- 
mine the accord and convince their con- 
stituencies to cast a negative ballot Both 
Prime Minister Blair and the moderate leader 
of the Ulster Unionists, David Trimble, have 
cast their lot in favour of the accord. So has 
the leader of Sinn Fein, Gerry Adams. It is 
incumbent on ail those who opposed the deal 
to ‘"lay down their arms*' and let the democ- 
ratically chosen path run its full course. All 
sides and shades of opinion have had their 
day in the populist court and now is the time 
to go along with the majority vote. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Arab A1 Yawm's Taber Adwan said it is most sur- 
prising for the Arabs to see China inviting Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to visit Beijing within 
the coming weeks. The surprising thing about the invi- 
tation is that it comes at a time when Netanyahu is 
adopting an intransigent stand and refuses to implement 
the peace accords with the Arabs, the writer said. It is 
true that China established diplomatic ties with Israel 
only after the Arab states did so first, but being a major 
world power with great influence on the international 
political scene and being a close friend of the Arabs for 
decades. China was not expected to extend an invitation 
to Netanyahu but to demand that he stop his disregard 
of the world community's desires and demands, the 
writer said. He said it is true that the Arabs and the 
Israelis started a peace process, but this process enabled 
Israel to make many gains while at the same time it 
failed to meet its own commitments towards peace. 
Adwan said the Arabs expect China to exert pressure on 
Israel, not to offer Netanyahu a chance to escape the 
world's blame for failing to implement the peace 
accords. He said Netanyahu's visit to China will help 
him escape worldwide isolation he is now facing. 


A1 Ra’i’s Fahed Fanek criticised the lack of organisa- 
tion of the Jordanian labour market as being responsible 
for the confusion and many security, health and social 
problems. He said non-Jordanian workers have con- 
tributed to the country's economy but at the same time 
they have been transferring about half a billion dinars 
annually to their home countries. When non-Jordanians 
arrive in the country' they more often than not do not 
:ome to fill a particular job but rather to search for a 
job. the writer pointed out There is no control over the 
jmployment of non-Jordanians in the Kingdom con- 
xary to the situation prevailing for example in Saudi 
\rabia which has accurate statistics about non-Saudi 
lationals living and working in Saudi Arabia. Dr. Fanek 
rharged. He said the labour market should be organised 
Ind controlled and nobody should be allowed into the 
:ountry without a visa or work permit so as to offer 
iordan ians work opportunities as well as to avert social, 
lealth and security problems which, he said, have 
>la*ued the country as a result of an unorganised mar- 
:et B and the presence of all sorts of nationalities on the 
)ther. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Dr. Fahed 



Yamani advises Arabs: Reduce oil pno 


Ethiop 


SHEIKH AHMAD Zaki AJ Yamani was the superstar of 
the Amman conference on “Arab Oil and Diplomacy: 
Towards the 21st Century" held May 18-19, 1998. He 
delivered a speech which creaied waves even though he 
tried hard not to cross red lines. 

Yamani was once oil minister of the most important oil 
exporting country — Saudi Arabia. In that capacity, and 
under the circumstances prevailing in the world oil market 
at the time, he was the most powerful person and the most 
influential economist in the world. A word from Yamani 
was sufficient to rock stock exchanges around the globe. 

The value of Yamani was not confined to the sensitive 
position he occupied when oil was the centre of attention 
of all governments and peoples of the world. He was. and 
still is. a strategic thinker in his own right, and an eloquent 
speaker who can convince the minds behind the markets. 

Yamani had seized a rare moment in order to try to 
restore for the Arab Nation the place it deserves under the 
sun. recover Arab rights, and use oil and wealth to devel- 
op and modernise the Arab nation and impose its will on 
the international arena. It is of course only fair to admit at 
this juncture that not all the reasons for allowing the 
opportunity to lapse could be blamed on Yamani alone. 

Instead Yamani devoted his power and intellect to the 


mission of reducing oil prices by creating a glut in the oil 
market, giving priority to expanding or protecting market 
share. In other words Yamani campaigned to deplete Arab 
oil reserves as soon as possible while receiving the lowest 
price possible. 

He argued at the time and reiterated during last week’s 
conference that a sharp rise in oil prices would lead to 
reducing consumption and searching for alternative 
sources of energy. As a- matter of fact conservation and 
reduction of consumption was going to happen anyway. 
But even if it happens, it will not harm Arab oil, it will 
simply prolong its life. Oil has many industrial uses beside 
energy and the demand on oil will continue for a long- 
time. 

Yamani did not admit having made an historical mis- 
take. On the contrary he insisted that oil prices should be 
further reduced, and expressed concern that oil prices will 
soon go up with the depletion of reserves in Latin America 
and elsewhere. 

Yamani 's ideas are valuable because they are coming 
from a person considered an authority on the subject No 
one can take Yamani lightly or dismiss his concepts out of 
hand, but this privileged status of Yamani should not 
tempt him to take advantage of Arab public opinion. He 
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should not be able to sell bad ideas to an ai 
experts and specialists. 

Yamani’s call for lower prices and faster 

Arab oil is now less damaging because Arab on 
longer Arab except from a geographical viewpq^*^.;> 
Control on Arab oil is firmly in American bands. U.&ci 
companies can decide on the volume of Arab oil " 

non and the price. . 

In his interesting lecture, Yamani told us that ^ 
American military presence in the Gulf states since 399^ 
was planned in April 1973 when he delivered tb : the> 
American administration a serious message from the ter. 
King Faisal to the effect that America should not expect 
friendly oil policy if it did not pressure Israel to withdra^^ 
from the territories it occupied in June 1967. J 

Yamani also theorised that the U.S. used to dominate- 
Europe and Japan, during cold war by extending its. 
nuclear umbrella to protect them. Now that the Soviet. 
Union has disappeared together with the nuclear threat^, 
the U.S. needed another instrument to m a in ta in its hege? 
mony. It was the oil umbrella. The U.S. is now able to 
dominate the industrialised world through its control over 
the oil reserves of the world. 
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An Africa that Africa deserves 


By Kofi Annan 


AS AFRICA’S decade of conflict slowly but 
surely comes to an end. the world is waking 
up to a new and different Africa. Beyond the 
Africa of deadly warfare and endemic 
poverty, there is an Africa that is rejecting 
the dogmas of the past and embracing prag- 
matic progress under the rule of law. It is 
that Africa which President Bill Clinton 
recently witnessed and embraced. It is an 
Africa that — in a growing number of cases 
— is making a genuine effort to reject vio- 
lence. embrace democracy, endorse human 
rights and promote economic reform. It is 
an Africa that Africa deserves. 

For too long, conflict in our continent has 
been seen as inevitable or intractable, or 
both. It is neither. Conflict in Africa, as 
everywhere, is caused by human action, and 
can be ended by human action. This is the 
reality that shames us for every conflict that 
we allow to persist, and enables to turn our 
rhetoric of commitment into a reality of 
genuine engagement. 

Seizing on this moment of opportunity, 
the United Nations Security Council met on 
May 15 and warmly greeted my recent 
report on the sources of conflict in Africa 
and how they may best be addressed. Theirs 
is a welcome and unprecedented step which 
signals to Africa that the world is prepared 
to play its pan in ending Africa's conflicts. 

Since 1970, Africa has had more than 30 
wars fought on its territoiy, the vast majori- 
ty of which have been intra-state in origin. 
Fourteen of Africa’s 53 countries were 
afflicted by armed conflicts in 1996 alone. 
These accounted for more than half of all 
war-related deaths worldwide, resulting in 
more than eight million refugees, returnees 
and displaced persons. 


No one — not the United Nations, not the 
international community, not Africa's lead- 
ers — can escape responsibility for the per- 
sistence of these conflicts. Indeed, colossal 
human tragedies have taken place in Africa 
over the last decade — tragedies that could 
and should have been prevented Not 
enough was done to address the causes of 
conflict. Not enotigh was done- to ensure a 
lasting peace. Not enough was done to cre- 
ate the conditions for sustainable develop- 
ment. This is the reality of Africa’s recent 
past. It is a reality that must be confronted 
honestly and constructively by all con- 
cerned if the people of Africa are to enjoy 
the human security and economic opportu- 
nities they seek and deserve. 


tries gained their independence, there is 
growing recognition among Africans that 
the continent must look beyond its colonial 
past for the sources and the solutions to its 
current conflicts. 

In far too many cases, post-independence 
rule bas been characterised by an acute form 
of “winner-takes-all” politics where victory 
at the ballot-box bas translated into total 
control over a nation’s wealth and 
resources. With the absence of proper 
checks and balances, inadequate account- 
ability and lack of respect for human rights 
and the rule of law, political power has too 
often become a weapon for die few rather 
than the instrument of the many. In these sit- 
uations. the multi-ethnic character of most 


Not enough was done to address the causes of 
conflict. Not enough was done to ensure a lasting 
peace. Not enough was done to create the conditions 
for sustainable development. 


My report to the Security' Council to add 
to Africa's renewed momentum for peace 
by proposing realistic and achievable rec- 
ommendations which:' over -time,' may 
reduce if not entirely end Africa’s conflicts. 
And it aims to summon the political will of 
Africans and non-Africans alike — the will 
without which no level of assistance and no 
degree of hope can make the difference 
between war and peace in Africa. 

The sources of conflict in Africa are as 
varied and complex as the continent itself. 
The significance of history and of factors 
external to Africa cannot be denied. But 
more than three decades after African coun- 


African states exacerbates already existing 
tensions and fears, making conflict virtually 
inevitable. Good gqveraance, ensuring 
respect for human rights and the rule of law, 
strengthening democratisation, and promot- 
ing transparency and capability in public 
administration — is now more than ever the 
condition for the success of both peace and 
development. Indeed, it is no coincidence 
that Africa's renaissance bas come at a time 
when new and more democratic forms of 
government have begun to emeige and take 

TOOL 

In every aspect of Africa's emergence 
from conflict, new ways of thinking and 


new ways of acting are needed on all sides. 
In the area of peace and security, I recom- 
mend that African governments reduce their 
purchase of arms and munitions to 1.5 per 
cent of GDP; that an international mecha- 
nism be established to ensure the neutrality 
and disarmament of refugee camps, and that 
these camps should be placed away from 
borders; and that the Security Council meet 
on a biyearly basis to renew its efforts for 
Africa. In the area of economic develop- 
ment, I have suggested that creditors should 
consider clearing the entire debt stock of the 
poorest African countries while expanding 
the Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 
initiative of the World Bank; that new rules 
guiding the transparency of public adminis- 
tration be implemented while international 
trade barriers to African products be 
removed. 

Equally important is the understanding 
that peace ana development remain inextri- 
cably linked — one feeding on the other, 
enabling the other and securing the other. 
The renunciation of violence as a means of 
gaining and holding power is only the 
beginning. Then must follow a renewed 
commitment to national development 
founded on sober, sound and nncomipted • 
economic policies. 

The time is long past when one could 
claim ignorance about what was happening 
in Africa, or what was needed to achieve 
progress. The time is also past when the 
responsibility for producing change could 
be shifted on to other shoulders. It is ours 
and it is theirs — the world’s and Africa’s. 
The United Nations stands ready to play its 
part. So must the world. So must Africa. 


The writer is secretary eneral of the United 
Nations . 


The New Asia 


By G Wynne Dyer 


THE “POST-COLONIAL ERA" in 
Asia is over. What’s nor clear yet is 
where Asia goes from here: into a 
bloody rerun of 20th century 
European history, or straight into a 
peaceful and democratic 21st century. 

Suharto's fall guarantees the democ- 
ratisation of Indonesia, which means 
that soon every one of the former 
Asian ‘tigers’ will be a democracy. 
India's nuclear weapons tests have not 
yet been echoed by Pakistan, but the 
nuclearisation of the wider alliance 
structure on the Asian mainland is now 
almost complete. Two bold signposts 
for Asia's future — but pointing in 
opposite directions. 

The nightmare scenario is easier to 
sketch, because we have analogies 
from Europe’s past. When a fascist 
party comes to power in India on a 
minority of votes, the parallel with 
Germany in 1933 is hard to ignore. 
When that new Indian government 
promptly starts blowing off nuclear 
weapons, justifying it by the alleged 
threat from its neighbours, the sense of 
ddja vu is overwhelming. 

Speaking to “India Today" maga- 
zine, India's exultant Prime Minister 
Aral Behari Vajpayee could not stop 
asting: “India now has a big bomb 
and is a nuclear weapons state. We 
will not hesitate to use the bomb in 
self-defence...There is no question of 
India signing the Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty....Tbe bomb 
is not intended for peaceful purposes, 
Celebrations are being organised up 
and down the country." Does he not 
know that the rest of the world can 
hear him too. or does he just not care? 
Couldn't he at least have said that 
India will only use nuclear weapons if 
others use them first? "We will not 
hesitate to use the bomb in self- 
defence" is a much broader formula- 
tion. In fact, since every country 
always sees all of its own wars as acts 
of ‘self-defence* (have you ever heard 
anybody declare that they are waging 
war of naked aggression?). 
Vajpayee's statement is tantamount to 
saying that India will use nuclear 
weapons whenever it fights. And it has 


fought both Pakistan and China in the 
past (though never yet both at the 
same time). 

India was alarmed recently by 
Pakistan's testing of a new 1.500-km. 
( 1. 000-mi.) nuclear-capable missile — 
but India itself has already tested a 
comparable missile. New Delhi has 
also been annoyed by the persistent 
infiltration of Pakistani-trained insur- 
gents into Indian-controlled Kashmir, 
but that’s noL why India went nuclear 
either. 

Vajpayee’s government freely 
admits that it would have carried out 
the tests during its brief stint in power 
two years ago. if it had only had 
enough time. He leads a movement 
that sees enemies everywhere, that 
thrives politically on confrontation 
with foreign devils — and that might 
drag mainland Asia into a nuclear war. 


If the old Soviet Union 
could do it, if South 
Korea and Taiwan and 
now indonesia can do it 
in Asia, if Chinese 
students have already 
tried it once in 
Tienanmen Square, 
then democracy is 
certainly not something 
unimaginable in China . 


China has long had a loose alliance 
with Pakistan, since both countries 
have territorial disputes with India. 
Russia, with its own border dispute 
with China, had a loose alliance with 
India on the principle that “the enemy 
of my friend is my friend.” These four 
countries are home to almost half of 
the human race — and if they all end 
up with nuclear weapons, it’s much 
more dangerous than when only 
China and Russia bad them. 


The other great power in the Asian 
alliance system, Russia, democratised 
seven years ago. and as a result it’s 
trying very hard to extract itself from 
the system. All but one of Russia’s 
border disputes with China are settled, 
and its relationship with Beijing has 
improved enormously. 

China is showing no interest in being 
immolated as a by-product of an Indo- 
.. Pakistani war either. “We realise, that 
" nuclear proliferation is a great dan- 
ger." says Shen Jiiu, author of a book 
called “China Won’t Become Mr. 
No." that is the new standard text on 
international affairs for the reform 
wing of China's ruling Communist 
Party. "This (Indian nuclear test) is an 
opportunity for us to show the world 
that we are a responsible power." 

These same reformers could, in a 
few years, lead the process of democ- 
ratisation in China. If the old Soviet 
Union could do it. if South Korea and 
Taiwan and now Indonesia can do it in 
Asia, if Chinese students have already 
tried it once in Tiananmen Square, 
then democracy is certainly not some- 
thing unimaginable in China. And it 
could even come from inside the 
Party: most of the leaders of the drive 
to democratise Russia were former 
Communists. 

But so what? India has been democ- 
ratic for 50 years, and yet it elects a 
fascist government that immediately 
goes nuclear. This is a strategic lunacy 
that endangers the country's future, by 
nuclearising a confrontation in which 
India previously enjoyed a crushing 
superiority over Pakistan in conven- 
tional weapons. Democracy didn't 
prevent that sort of irrationality in 
India. 

No. but it does make it less likely 
elsewhere. History offers few exam- 
ples of democratic countries going to 
war with each other. 

Democracy in Russia, and the 
prospect of democratisation in China, 
mean that any nuclear war in Asia is 
likely to be confined to the Indian sub- 
continent. And democracy in India 
leaves open the possibility (at least for 
a while) that Indians can democrati- 
cally remove the people who are lead- 
ing them straight towards hell. 



Chronology of achievement 


To the editor: 


I AM writing in relation to the long and excellent arti- 
cle by James J. Zogby in the Jordan Times on May 20. 

I came to know James personally when I was the 
director of the Arab League Office in San Francisco. 
Mr Paul MacLosky, the former senator from 
California, James and I spoke at an Arab gathering in 
Califonua in 1983. 

I certainly believe that ever since Dr. Zogby has been 
with ADC and when he separated himself from James 
Abu Riziq, to form the “Arab American Institute" has 
done more for the Arab cause than all the Arab infor- 
mation centres in America. His approach is very bene- 
ficial to American national interests and to Arab inter- 
ests. 

His article is an excellent chronology of the develop- 
ment of Arab- American organisations over the past 30 
years. 

I congratulate the Jordan Times on its sense of realis- 
ing the importance of this article and many previous by 
Dr. Zogby. 


Suhail D. Matalka 
Amm an 


How the tests matter 


To the editor: 


NUCLEAR TESTING is a matter of great national 
pnde for India, and Indians the world over, for 
becoming the sixth world power. And it is a matter 
shame for the sole superpower and the 
Clrnton admimstration for its failure to anticipate. 
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Ethiopians 
sent into 
an Israeli 
minefield 


By Patrick Cockburn 

IT THE middle of ihe Jew- 
ish settlement of Ofra on 
the West Bank there are 
strange new arrivals. Some 
of the women wear flow- 
ery dresses and carry their 
babies on their backs. The 
men have skullcaps, but do 
not speak Hebrew. They 
are Falash Mura. Ethiopian 
Christians who say they 
were once Jews and plan to 
reconvert. 

They arrived last month 
in Israel from Addis Ababa 
and the government imme- 
diately bussed 140 to Ofra. 
a settlement of religious 
Jews built on land captured 
by Israel in 1967. 

"It is a provocation of the 
government done to show 
to the settlers that 
(.Benyamin) Netanyahu 
wants settlements rather 
than the peace process,” 
said Addisu Massala, the 
only Ethiopian member of 
the Knesset. “People are 
taken from the airport to 
the occupied territories. 
Everyday they ring me up 
to say they don’t want to be 
there.” He says the 
Ethiopians want to be in 


Tel Aviv or Haifa, where 
many have relatives and it 
is easier to get jobs. 

The Ethiopians seem to 
sense that they have 
arrived in a political mine- 
field. Dessalegne Gessese, 
58, and fully Jewish, spent 
29 years of his Life as a tax 
inspector in Addis Ababa 
before he arrived in Ofra. 
At first he says he would 
prefer to live in Haifa on 
the coast, but after a con- 
versation in Amharic with 
other Ethiopians he 
changes his mind and says 
he does not mind where he 
lives: “I don't care if it is 
Hebron or Gaza so long as 
I am here. I am a free Jew 
in ray own country.” 

This is what the settlers 
of Ofra want to hear. Along 
with three other settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories they are taking the 
Falash Mura in return for a 
government subsidy. They 
are also making an ideo- 
logical point at the very 
moment Mr. Netanyahu is 
in Washington, discussing 
a limited Israeli withdraw- 
al from the West Bank. 
They are not only increas- 
ing the number of settlers. 


Japan premiers film 
defending wartime atrocities 


By Shino Ynasa 

Agence France Presse 

TOKYO — A Japanese movie proclaiming war criminal Impe- 
rial Army General Hideki Tojo a hero premiered Saturday to 
cheers and applause here, and revulsion in China. The film 
praises Tojo, Japan's prime minister from 1941 to 1944, as an 
innocent patriot and claims his hanging alter a Tokyo trial by 
Allied forces following World War II was a travesty. 

Opening at 145 cinemas across Japan, “Pride, an Instant in a 
Lifetime,” also implies the 1937 Nanjing massacre of up to 
100.000 Chinese civilians by Japanese forces never happened. 

At a screening in Tokyo's high-class shopping district of 
Ginza, 150 people, mostly men in their 50s and 60s, queued for 
tickets at the entrance, which was adorned with a large painting 
of Tojo at the trials. The movie plays heavily on the only judge 
who disagreed with the death by hanging meted out to seven 
Japanese leaders including Tojo at the hearings, similar to the 
Nuremberg trials of Nazi war criminals. 

As the film closed with the Indian judge Radhabinod Pal's 
words: “The truth has been replaced by falsehood," the audi- 
ence roared approval with loud cheering and applause. “It was 
a wonderful movie." said Izumi Terada, a 53-year-old former 
government official, as he left the cinema. ‘T think the movie is 
objective." he said. About 20 Japanese people protested in front 
of the cinema. “Stop showing this movie wrongly glorifying the 
war." one demonstrator shouted through a loudspeaker. 

In China, survivors of the Nanjing massacre were shocked. "I 
am a witness of history," a badly-scarred 80-year-old survivor 
said as she met in Nanjing with others who Lived through the 
Japanese forces' atrocities. Li said her face was mutilated when 
she was stabbed 30 times by Japanese soldiers for resisting rape, 
according to China's official Xinhua news agency. She sur- 
vived the attack but lost the baby she was carrying at die tune. 

An historian from Nanjing University. Gao Xingzu, said the 
film confused right and wrong and tampered with history. “It 
will surely be spurned by people all around the world," he 
added. 

In the film, Japan's aggression in Asia is a crusade of libera- 
tion from Western colonialism and Tojo is sensitive, intelligent, 
affectionate, kind to his children and grand-children, and devot- 
ed to Emperor Hirohito. Asked about the slaughter committed 
by Japanese troops in the southern city of Nanjing in Decem- 
ber 1937. Tojo defiantly asks the 1 1 judges: "How can you 
believe the emperor's army could have randomly killed chil- 
dren and women?’ 

Actor Masnhiko Tsuguwu, who portrayed the general com- 
plete with shaved head, cavalry boots and a uniform covered 
with medals, told the opening here: ‘1 would like people to see 
this movie culturally, not politically." 

Japan has refused officially to apologise for its wartime crimes 
and has consistently rejected official accounts of the Nanjing 
massacre. 

Director Shunya Ito defended his work. “Japan is in confusion 
now because Japanese have not seen anything about the past 
since the beginning of the Tokyo trial," he told AFP, adding that 
he wanted young and old people to see the movie. A spokesman 
forToei studios, which produced the film, said; “II was unfor- 
tunate that some negative image came even before the film is 
shown. 1 would like people to actually watch the movie and 
make their own judgement." 

Tojo, named prime minister on October 10, 1941, plunged 
Japan into war with the United Stales on December 7, 1941, 
with the attack on Peari Harbor. He is a hared reminder of 
Japan's colonisation of Asian countries before and during 
World War n. But he is a hero to some Japanese who believe 
that during the trial. Tojo exonerated Emperor Hirohito of any 
wartime blame. Tojo’s remains are kept in Yasukuni Shrine in 
Tokyo together with war victims and criminals. 

"It was Europe and America which were the abominable 
authors of aggression in Asia," reads a sign on the main altar of 
the shrine founded in 1 869 to honour those Japanese killed in 
modem wars. After seeing on early screening of the film, a 
group of 28 Japanese lawmakers Monday offered it their sup- 
port 
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Falash Mura immigrants, who are being sent by the Israeli government to the disputed settlement of Ofra in the West Bank, built on land occupied by Israel 
In 1967 (photo by Ariel JerozoOrnski) 


but demonstrating that for 
the new immigrant, Ofra is 
as much part of the land of 
Israel as Tel Aviv. 

The Falash Mura them- 
selves look cheerful. Most 
come originally from 
northern Ethiopia. Exactly 
when and why they con- 
vened to Christianity is not 
clear. Professor Stephen 
Kaplan, head of the 
African Studies Depart- 
ment at Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem, said: “With- 
out being too cynical about 
it up to 20 years ago there 
were clear advantages to 
being a Christian in 
Ethiopia; but in the last 20 
years there has been a clear 


advantage in being Jew- 
ish” 

About 70,000 Ethiopians 
have come to Israel since 
1984, but the Falash Mura, 
whose Jewish origin was 
questioned by previous 
Israeli ' governments, 
remained behind. Most 
trekked from the north of 
the country and have lived 
near the Israeli embassy in 
Addis Ababa for the past 
seven years. Nobody 
knows how many more 
there are in the Ethiopian 
counttyside. 

Ami Bergman, - who 
helped them with food and 
medical assistance on 
behalf of the American 


Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, thinks there 
may be another 15,000 
Falash Mura. 

They are friendly people, 
with beaming smiles, who 
wave at anybody they do 
not know. Oren Tag ait, an 
Ethiopian Jew already liv- 
ing in Israel, who is teach- 
ing the children basic 
Hebrew, says: “Their main 
problem is getting used to 
our food.” Yaakov Alamo, 
also an immigrant from 
Ethiopia in the past and 
now a maintenance man at 
Ofra, said: "At first every- 
thing is a little hard bit, but 
they are an accommodat- 
ing people.” He admits that 


some of the tiewly arrived 
immigrants do not know 
they are in a settlement. 

The settlers are sensitive 
to the accusation that they 
are manipulating the newly 
arrived Ethiopians. As we 
were asking Mr. Gessese 
how he felt about being in 
a settlement in the occu- 
pied territories, Michal 
FLnkel, a community cood- 
inator in Ofra, said: “It is 
journalists asking ques- 
tions who make the prob- 
lems. He doesn't care 
where he is. It wasn't his 
decision to come here.” 
She says, rightly, that the 
government made the deci- 
sion to send the Falash 


Mura to Ofra. 

Yossi Shturm, spokes- 
man for the Jewish 
Agency, which organised 
the immigration of the 
Ethiopians, says only .one 
or two per cent of them are 
being sent to the settle- 
ments. He said: “Most 
want, to live in Israel 
because it is easier to get 
jobs and they are closer to 
their relatives.” 

Their numbers are 
minuscule compared with 
the 155,000 Jewish settlers 
and 1.7 million Palestini- 
ans in the West Bank. But 
by sending the Falash 
Mura to Ofra, the Israeli 
government makes two 


points: it wants to increase 
the number of settlers on 
the West Bank and it will 
treat it as part of Israel. 

Addisu Massala says the 
Israeli government is 
exploiting the Falash Mura 
to fiirther the ends of its 
“political ideology.” He 
says they are in a uniquely 
vulnerable position. Des- 
pite their skullcaps they 
have not yet convened — 
they would say reconvert- 
ed — to Judaism. He 
insists that, despite their 
smiles, the Ethiopians in 
Ofra “are very much 
afraid." 

— The Independent 


Is Lebanon drowning in industrial waste? 


jBy Remand Leenders 

MANY LEBANESE have 
seriously begun to doubt 
whether the country can 
take pride in its natural 
environment much longer. 
After 17 years of war the 
country not only woke up to 
see its infrastructure largely 
destroyed. Most of its 
coastline has turned into a 
rubbish tip, once stunningly 
beautiful valleys have been 
poisoned by the unregulat- 
ed dumping of waste, and 
sewage pipelines pour 
green foam straight out into 
the Mediterranean. 

According to Fuad Ham- 
dan, Greenpeace's repre- 
sentative in Lebanon, the 
country is "drowning in its 
own household and indus- 
trial waste.” Joined by 17 
local environmental NGOs, 
Ham dan has called for an 
urgent solution to the “daily 
ecological tragedy.” This 
campaign, he feels, largely 
falls on deaf ears. The gov- 
ernment, notoriously under- 
staffed and paralysed by 
corruption and incompe- 
tence. fails to take substan- 
tial measures. International 
organisations, among them 
the United Nations and the 
World Bank, produce 
glossy reports on “sustain- 
able development"- which- 
to date have only created 
further confusion. On the 
other hand, the Lebanese 
Association of Industrial- 
ists (LAD buries itself in a 
shelter of denial or, at best, 
utters vague promises to 
take action. 

War of words 

While environmentalists, 
state officials and industri- 
alists are waging a bitter 
war of words, establishing 
responsibility and solutions 
to the pollution drama seem 
a long way off. Disagree- 
ment starts with the scope 
and severity of the problem. 
Facts are scarce in the dis- 
cussion. According to an 
unpublished study by a 
London-based consultancy 
commissioned by the World 
Bank and the U.N. in 1995. 
Lebanon produces the 
incredible amount of 
326,000 tonnes of industrial 
waste each year. But 
Lebanese industrialists 
have branded the report "a 
lie” and “a waste of 
money." 

The consultancy. Envi- 
ronmental Resources Man- 


. agement, they say, did not 
bother to conduct a survey * 
to base their calculations 
on. They simply arrived at 
this figure by mathematical 
equations, using estimates 
of waste production per 
worker, while staying in 
their offices,” says LAI 
spokesman Abu Jawdi. He 
explains that, normally, the 
given amount of waste can- 
not constitute more than 
one per cent of total pro- 
duction. By this reckoning, 
total mdustrial production 
would exceed by far the 
real volume of production 
in Lebanon. “The figure 
therefore cannot be right 
The environmental problem 
is enormously exaggerat- 
ed.” But LAI refuses to 
reveal figures on the total 
volume of production, 
thereby malting verification 
of its calculations impossi- 
ble. “We know this figure 
but it is not very common to 
give it," says Anwar 
Rerberri, who heads LAI’s 
"environmerital "section.” 
He is quick to cut off the 
discussion. 

But Greenpeace holds 
firmly to the figure of 
326,000 tonnes of industrial 
waste per year, merely say- 
ing that it “does not under- 
stand the equation” pot for- 
ward by Abu Jawdi. 
“Greenpeace believes that 
the World Bank/U.N. study 
is credible, or at least more 
credible than any data pro- 
vided by LAI." But Fuad 
Ham dan has his own inter- 
pretation of the World Bank 
figure, for which he is 
uncritically cited in the 
Lebanese media. Repeated- 
ly mentioning the figure in 
Ids press statements to illus- 
trate the gravity of the pol- 
lution problem, Hamdan 
adds that, of these 326,000 
tonnes, “an undefined 
amount is toxic.” This does 
not exactly match the 
World Bank report, which 
reads “most of which is 
non-hazardous” without 
giving any information on 
toxicity.” 

LAI accuses Greenpeace 
of “always steering towards 
a showdown” rather than 
negotiating and offering 
realistic solutions. “Green- 
peace is an organisation 
that does not compromise,” 
Hamdan said last year. This 
principled stand has been 
hailed by the media, but 
talks between Greenpeace 
and LAI since November 
1996 have got nowhere. 
“The association loves to 


speak to me about the 
Weather but not about pol- 
lution and clean production 
methods," Hamdan says. 
“We started slamming the 
industrialists only after 
wasting time with their end- 
less blah-blah.” 

In response to the dead- 
locked discussion on 
imprecise and unspecified 
figures, Greenpeace started 
to document and sample 
Lebanon’s “industrial dis- 
aster zones” last October. 
Having spent 10 days in a 
dinghy touring the coast- 
line, Hamdan said that now 
it could be proven “scientif- 
ically for the first time that 
Lebanese industry is a 
major polluter.” A laborato- 
ry at Exeter University in 
the U.K. is currently 
analysing the samples taken 
from heavily polluted rivers 
like the Litani, from soils 
from the northern industrial 
region of Chekka and the 
three largest cement facto- 
ries. “Many coastal stretch- 
es were brownish and 
stinky like between Beirut 
port and Amelias," Hamdan 
says. “Huge waste dumps 
poured their leachate into 
the sea in Tripoli, Beirnt 
and Sidon, while industries 
such as fertiliser producer 
the Lebanese Chemical 
Company in Salaata 
pumped their waste water 
directly into the sea." 

But even before the test 
results were released the 
industrialists claimed the 
survey is irrelevant. Their 
main objection is that 
Greenpeace has "only 
looked at the end of the 
sewage pipelines,” which 
are used for both household 
and industrial waste. Thus, 
reasons Abu Jawdi, "when 
these samples reveal for 
example that sewage water 
has been polluted by chem- 
icals used in paint, it could 
easily have been thrown 
into the sewage system by 
somebody painting Jus 
bouse. 

Industry’s vague 
assurances 

LAI says it is now busy 
looking for money to 
finance its own nation-wide 
survey. Samples will be 
taken from factories to 
show that toe Lebanese 
environmental problem is 
“a big balloon,” Abu Jawdi 
promises. “We don't want 
to be pushed into a position 
of being against the envi- 
ronment.” But asked about 


who would conduct the sur- 
vey. all Abu Jawdi says 
was: “We are talking with 
many people." When will 
the survey be held?" Maybe 
this year. I don't know how. 
but there will be a survey.” 
Abu Jawdi then said that 
the test results would not be 
made public because the 
private sector was under no 
obligation to fund any cany 
out studies the government 
should take care of. How 
industry expects to con- 
vince people of its inno- 
cence with a study the pub- 
lic will not be allowed to 
look at remains a mystery. 

No wonder Greenpeace 
believes LAI has done 
almost nothing to prove its 
concern over the environ- 
ment But Abu Jawdi 
replies that Greenpeace 
cannot possibly know what • 
LAI is doing “because we 
won’t tell them." He also 
dismisses measures like 
forcing factories to annual- 
ly publish figures on their 
emissions as unrealistic. 
Such figures would also 
document the factories’ 
production volumes, which, 
given “Lebanon's tax prob- 
lem,” may be studied by 
Lebanon's tax authorities 
with great interest. 

On an individual basis, 
few industrialists have 
taken action to manage 
their waste output. A paint 
factory in Kefraya, north 
east of Beirut, has perhaps 
been most ambitious in this 
respect If is owned by 
Anwar Berberri, who 
claims to have developed a 
technique which “neutralis- 
es liquid waste 100 per cent 
by recycling it indefinite- 
ly." The technology he calls 
“Besol" has won several 
international prizes, includ- 
ing a prestigious award at 
the annual U.N. Interna- 
tional Exhibition of Inven- 
tions in Geneva. Two 
French local authorities 
approached him to ' apply 
his technique in France. But 
in Lebanon nobody wants 
to listen and risk-wary com- 
mercial banks refuse to 
fund the project on a larger 
scale than his own factory. 
Hamdan depicts Berberri as 
a dreamer but promised to 
“ask him to give me the 
details of Ins technique and 
ask our Exeter experts to 
study it” But three months 
later Berberri claims not to 
have heard from Hamdan. 
“I am managing my own 
waste but I really don’t 
know whether that is the 


case.for other pharmaceuti- 
: cal, ink and paint factories. 
They give their waste to the 
municipalities and God 
knows what they do with it 
They probably dump it 
somewhere." 

Even World Bank offi- 
cials opposed to state inter- 
ference in die economy 
admit that in matters of 
environmental protection 
there is clearly a role for the 
state to play. But the 
Lebanese government is 
still in hopeless disarray — 
its departments lack quali- 
fied personneL politicians 
are corrupt and bureaucrat- 
ic wheels turn slower than 
those of the country's 
industries and other major 
waste producers. 

Government-financed 
studies have so far failed to 
remove the lack of clarity 
over the extent of the envi- 
ronmental problem. The 
quasi governmental Coun- 
cil for Reconstruction and 
Development (CRD) assu- 
red MET that it conducts an 
“environmental impact 
assessment” for all of its 
projects but all parties 
involved, most notably the 
industrialists, say they have 
never come across such a 
study. And the CRD did 
nothing when two Spanish 
companies and a Lebanese 
partner, contracted by the 
CRD to “rehabilitate” 
household and hospital 
waste from a site in Beirut,, 
dumped millions of cubic 
metres of waste above a 
valley in the Mem. Only 
after Greenpeace and local 
activists started a campaign 
against the government last 
May were the companies 
asked to take the waste 
away, at their own expense. 
But after months of delay 
and rain washing away its 
soiL the area and even the 
Beirut river may have been 
■ contaminated. 

Hie Ministry of the 

Environment 

Proudly referring to the 
Mem incident as an impor- 
tant precedent, the Ministry 
of die Environment has 
called for legal action 
against major polluters. The 
ministry was established in 
1993, to work to assure 
“everyone's right to a 
healthy environment" But 
it has only 26 permanent 
staff and an annual budget 
of around $3 million. It has 
already had three ministers, 
and dedicated staff mem- 


bers say privately shat it Is 
in a hopeless mess. Under 
the new minister, Akram 
Chehayeb. a few improve- 
ments "have been made. For 
instance, the ministry suc- 
cessfully urged Lebanon’s 
largest cement factory in 
Chekka to install cleaner 
equipment. Chehayeb says 
he is now working on "a 
Lebanese environmental 
code” and “drafting new 
legislation to penalise pol- 
luters” 

But as law enforcement is 
supposed to come from the 
Ministry of the Interior, led 
by Michel Murr. new laws 
are not likely to have much 
effect. Muit has ignored a 
ban on quarrying stone 
from Lebanon's mountain 
slopes for construction. 
Moreover, politicians with 
a large stake in the private 
sector themselves are not 
likely to force their own 
businesses to adopt costly, 
environment-friendly tech- 
nologies. A polluting 
cement factory in SibJin, 
near Sidon, has up to now 
escaped Chehayeb's atten- 
tion. The once beautiful 
area surrounding the facto- 
ry has turned into a barren 
moonscape which deserves 
the term “industrial disaster 
zone.” Chehayeb's political 
patron Walid Jumblatt owns 
half the factory. 

Lebanon's recent past is 
blamed for the country's 
ecological problems by 
government and business 
alike. The Ministry of the 
Environment considers “all 
obstacles” to law enforce- 
ment in matters of pollution 
as “unfortunate residues of 
the war.’’ Abu Jawdi of LAI 
says that “all the environ- 
mental issues have only 
risen since the war.” On the 
other hand. Greenpeace has 
refused to adjust its con- 
frontational strategies to the 
Lebanese context of slow 
accommodation and politi- 
cal immobilism. Certainly, 
hard campai gnin g has 
revealed ecological scan- 
dals. But given the 
extremely limited time- 
span of Lebanese public 
attention for any political 
issue, the gains from such 
an approach have not been 
very substantial. Without 
radical reform of the post- 
war political set-iip. this 
Catch 22 situation may drag 
Lebanon into an ecological 
nightmare. 

— Middle EasiJntema - 
lipnal 
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Lebanon seen on course on deficit 


BEIRUT |R) — Lebanese 
economists took an uncon- 
cerned view of the 51 per 
cent government deficit 
registered in April, pleased 
that the state remains on 
course to meet its overall 
1998 target. 

“There is no reason to be 
concerned. We now have a 
four-month trend" said 
one economist who a few 
months ago had expressed 
pessimism about the gov- 
ernment's fiscal problem. 
“We are still below the tar- 
get for the year." 

The ministry of finance 
has said expenditures in 
April reached 790 billion 
Lebanese pounds <S5 19 
million) against revenues 
of 388 billion pounds. The 
monthly deficit of 51 per 
cent was the highest of the 
year. 

However, it left the 
deficit in the first four 
months of 1998 at 38 per 
cent, with spending of 
2.2S2 billion pounds 
against revenues of 1,412 
billion pounds. That is well 
inside the year's target of 
42 per cent. 

Economists agreed with 
the government explana- 
tion that April figures were 
hurt by a burst of eight 


public holidays that dis- 
rupted revenue collection. 

“It is good but too early 
to tell. What I am really 
interested in are the May 
figures.’’ said another ana- 
lyst, who also requested 
not to be named. “We are 
still on raigeL the policy is 
still on track." 

There will be some tough 
months ahead, even if the 
government makes its 
deficit target for the year. 
Revenue through the*first 
four months has been about 
30 billion pounds per 
month below the average 
predicted in the budget for 
the year, but expenditure 
has been around 90 billion 
pounds less. 

Since most of the 1998 
budget is earmarked for 
debfservicing 143 per cent) 
and salaries (35 per cent), 
there is little room for dis- 
cretionary spending. One 
of the economists, while 
optimistic, said he expect- 
ed heavy expenditures in 
the last two months of 
199S. 

“I am not concerned." 
Nasser Saidi. first vice 
governor of the central 
bank, said of a possible 
surge in spending later in 
the year. The central bank. 


which had warned the gov- 
ernment throughout 1997 
about the ballooning debt, 
was pleased with figures so 
far this year, he said. 

As much as the deficit 
numbers themselves, the 
financial sector has been 
encouraged by the apparent 
seriousness of the govern- 
ment to tackle a deficit that 
had grown from minimal 
levels to near the value of 
the gross domestic product 
since Prime Minister Rafik 
Al Hariri took office in 
1992. 

“I think ("Minister Of 
State For Financial Affairs 
Fcuiad) Siniora has been 
able to convince the prime 
minister and others in gov- 


ernment that they cannot 
exceed the deficit target,” 
an economist told Reuters. 

The confidence has been 
reflected in a lifting of the 
pressure on the Lebanese 
pound that was apparent at 
the end of 1997. 

That has allowed the cen- 
tral bank to move toward 
lowering interest rates, 
which in turn has further 
strengthened the pound as 
investors rush out of dol- 
lars to catch the higher 
returns in Lebanese trea- 
sury bills while the rates 
are still available. 

“The market was encour- 
aged by the 38 per cent 
(deficit) figure for the four 
months compared to last 


year," said a dealer in for- 
eign exchange. The deficit 
for all of 1997 was 59 per 
cent. 

The government will also 
receive some budget bene- 
fits from its successful rais- 
ing of $1 billion in 
Eurobonds in March, it is 
expected to go to the mar- 
kets for the same amount 
by early in the second half 
of the year. 

The funds have been used 
to replace Lebanese pound 
debt which bears far high- 
er interest rates — die 
three-year Eurobond was 
priced’ at 246 basis points 
over U-S. treasuries, while 
two-year Lebanese trea- 
sury bills, the longest avail- 


able, cany 16.0S per cent 
interest Debt servicing 
was 46.5 per cent of expen- 
diture in the first four 
months of the year. 

Mr. Hariri has also 
demonstrated a desire to 
curb spending by trying to 
delay payment of civil ser- 
vice pay increases dating 
back to 1996 until early 
next year. 

Despite protests from 
some politicians, the wage 
proposal may not be pre- 
sented to parliament before 
it recesses at the end of the 
month. When it reconvenes 
it will likely be only to 
select a president in 
November, delaying extra 
wage spending until 1999. 


OECD: Russian 
economy set to grow 
if reforms continue 


PARIS (AFP) — The Russ- 
ian economy did not shrink 
in 1997 for the first time 
since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and is set to 
grow through 1998 and 
1999 provided economic 
reforms continue, the 
OECD has said. 

In its twice-yearly Eco- 
nomic Outlook report, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) estimated 
Russian economic growth 
at 0.4 per cent in 1997, and 
said gross domestic product 
(GDP) is likely to grow 2.0 
per cent this year and 4.0 
per cent in 1999. 

But it warned that “the 
future health of the Russian 
economy, and a revival of 
fixed capital investment, 
will depend greatly on 
progress in reform of the 
economy, particularly tax 
reform and large-scale pri- 
vatisation. 

The fallout from the 
Asian crisis and its negative 
effect on financial markets 
generally is likely to lead to 
a “very problematic" 
increase in the cost of gov- 
ernment debt in Russia and 
other developing 


economies, the OECD said. 

Russia is not one of the 
29 industrial countries in 
the OECD, bur three other 
former Soviet bloc coun- 
tries are — Hungary. 
Poland and the Czech 
Republic. 

The OECD forecast con- 
tinued strong growth for 
Poland, with GDP rising 
5.8 per cent this year and 

5.6 per cent in 1999‘ after 
growing 6.9 per cent last 
year, w’hile Hungary is 
expected to see growth of 
4.3 per cent this year and 

4.6 per cent in 1999. up 
from 3.S per cent in 1997. 

But the Czech Republic 
will fare less well, as the 
economy continues to suf- 
fer the after-effects of a 
currency crisis in May last 
year that trimmed GDP 
growth for 1997 to 1.0 per 
cent. 

Czech GDP growth is 
forecast to rise 0.9 per cent 
this year and 1.2 per cent in 
1999. but the economy's 
future health depends on 
faster economic reform, 
particularly a rapid privati- 
sation of banks, the OECD 
said. 
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PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / E 

D1V. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 

CHANGE 


HIGH 

T6w 




OF 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 








TRANS. 


JD 




1 5 355.500 170.000 

ARAB BANK 

16.7 

.98 

64 

1570 

318885 200.50 

204.50 

4.00+ 


2.340 

1.620 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 

13.9 

4.09 

3 

4450 

7586 

1.68 

1-71 

.03+ 


1.300 

. 880 

KID. EAST INV.BK. 

63.7 

0.00 

14 

16000 

15515 

.96 

.97 

.01+ 

♦5 

6.510 

2.970 

THE HOUSING BK. 

18.6 

3.40 

77 

34691 

100837 

2.97 

2.94 

.03- 

S 

4. ISO 

1.790 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

188 

1.95 

1.88 

.07- 


.520 

.590 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.1 

10. 14 

6 

2100 

1449 

.68 

.69 

.01+ 


S 

4.010 

1.740 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

19.1 

0.00 

7 

626 

1534 

1.85 

1.87 

.02+ 



1.400 

.800 

SETT. AL -HAL (BEITNA) 

4.4 

0.00 

1 

200 

180 

.90 

.90 




BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX i 275 

32 *CHC: 

+1-42 

174 

59981 

446281 





S 

1.350 

.810 

ARABIAN SEAS ZNSUR. 

45.6 

0 00 

1 

2000 

166D 

.82 

.83 

.01+ 



2.400 

1.590 

JOR TRENCH INSUR. 

6.0 

11.63 

2 

1500 

3225 

2-15 

2.15 

” 



INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 121 

80 *CHG: 

+0.04 

3 

3500 

4805 



i 


2.240 

1.620 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.0 

5.37 

6 

1784 

3664 

2.07 

2.05 

.02- 


1.S50 

.970 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

42.7 

0.00 

7 

19250 

20595 

1.07 

1.07 

- 


.590 

.330 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

<f 

0.00 

25 

1B200 

7585 

.41 

.43 

.02+ 


1.4B0 

1.060 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

P 

0.00 

2 

2200 

2376 

1-08 

1.08 

— 

* 

4.600 

2.080 

ARAB INTL.ZNV.EDUC. 

JO.l 

1.97 

5 

2700 

5491 

2-09 

2.03 

.06- 


1.090 

.900 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

16.2 

0.00 

1 

500 

460 

.92 

.92 

- 


1.830 

1.450 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.7 

7.24 

3 

2500 

3800 

1.50 

1.52 

.02+ 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115 

.37 *CHG: 

-0.79 

49 

47134 

43971 





1.160 

.960 

ATTAHQEKB 


0.00 

i 

5000 

5500 

1.10 

1.10 

_ 


4.450 

2.450 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

14.8 

4.40 

21 

17907 

44757 

2.49 

2.50 

.01+ 

* 

7.050 

5.420 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

26.3 

3.74 

6 

750 

400= 

5.42 

5.35 

.07- 


11.250 

9.270 

JOR. PETROL. REF I NARY 

10.1 

a. 59 

10 

1420 

14690 

10.35 

10.35 

— 


1.570 

1.040 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

11.9 

6.67 

5 

10S0 

1575 

1.57 

1.50 

.07- 


2.070 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR. 

71.5 

0.00 

15 

2881 

3418 

1.20 

1.21 

.01+ 


5.740 

3.660 

ARAB PBARH. MANF. 

•14.7 

3.75 

43 

11433 

61205 

5.38 

5.33 

.05- j 

s 

6.600 

1.760 

JOR. CERAMIC I NO. 

7.7 

5. 68 

2 

450 

792 

1.77 

1.76 

.01- 


1.440 

1.020 

JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 

9.8 

8.47 

6 

3552 

4212 

1.18 

1.18 

— 

+ 

2.330 

1.430 

GENERAL MINING 

98.2 

5.00 

1 

50 

70 

1.43 

1.40 

.03- 


3.220 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

18.1 

10.20 

2 

1045 

2560 

2.53 

2.45 

.08- 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

15.9 

0.00 

3 

2000 

940 

- 46 

.47 

.01+ 


1.110 

.670 

ARAB PAPER OONV.TRD. 

23.2 

0.00 

10 

5800 

4319 

.73 

.76 

.03+ 


.620 

.510 

NATIONAL TITOS. 

g 

0.00 

12 

9488 

4839 

.52 

.51 

.01- 


.760 

.370 

INTERMKD.PKTRO.CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

7 

7800 

3427 

.43 

.44 

.01+ 

+ 

2.020 

1.220 

DNIV.CSEM. XNDS. 

11.9 

6.90 

6 

1550 

1805 

1.22 

1.16 

.06- 

s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

49.2 

0.00 

11 

2050 

2171 

l.Ofl 

1.05 

.03- 


.730 

.530 

JOR. SULPBO— CHEM 

11.2 

0-00 

13 

9850 

5812 

.-9 

.59 

- 


1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CSEM- 

14.7 

4.51 

4 

1750 

231B 

1.33 

1.33 

- 

s 

1.520 

.810 

UN IV. H0DN.IND5- 

13.7 

6.98 

6 

3650 

3114 

.86 

.86 

- 


1.200 

.660 

JOR. XNDS -RESOURCES 

8.9 

15.15 

6 

1900 

1254 

.66 

.66 



1.620 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

9-6 

7.30 

3 

11750 

16098 

1.38 

1.37 

.01- 


1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

12.1 

11.63 

2 

1500 

1290 

.66 

.86 



1.610 

1-290 

EL -XAY READY WEAR 

48.6 

0.00 

4 

1700 

2325 

1.36 

1.38 

.02+ 


1.310 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.1 

5.79 

2 

400 

464 

1.21 

1.21 



1.220 

.870 

ONION CH. 6 VZG. 

11.1 

0.00 

3 

loooa 

11070 

1.10 

1.11 

-01+ 


.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.5 

8.24 

69 

308917 

261150 

.83 

.85 

.02+ 


.690 

.650 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

10.3 

0.00 

11 

17500 

980B 

.55 

.57 

.02+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 102.36 *CHG: 

-0.51 

283 

443143 

475020 




CRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 180.62 ZCHG: 

+0.73 

509 

553758 

970156 
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N 

1.050 

.910 

EXPORT 6 FXN.BNK.75X 

17.2 

0.00 

17 

31200 

21330 

.94 

.93 

.01- 

M 

1.230 

1.056 

ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

P 

0.00 

4 

27000 

30930 

1.15 

1.15 



.620 

.490 

MACH. KQP. RENT. MAIN. 

28.0 

0.00 

2 

3000 

1530 

.52 

.51 

,01- 


.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE PAC, 


0.00 

5 

15000 

6723 

.46 

.45 

.01- 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 


0.00 

1 

8D00 

2080 

.77 

.76 



.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

16 

21600 

8640 

.40 

.40 



1.010 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

p 

0.00 

10 

90000 

90000 

1.00 

1.00 

_ 


.780 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 

39.2 

0.00 

8 

18068 

11935 

.66 

.67 



.290 

.110 

JOR. I Mas - MATCH -JEMCO 


0.00 

1 

500 

55 

.11 




.600 

.370 

ARAB FOOD & MED- 


0.00 

a 

31100 

13995 

.45 

.45 

_ 


.470 

.240 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

39.2 

0.00 

9 

10900 

3716 

.35 




.650 

.360 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

g 

0.00 

6 

10400 

4224 

.41 

.41 



.690 

.580 

MIDKAST PHARK. 90* 

E 

0.00 

11 

6800 

3535 

.62 




1.660 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 87.5* 

10.3 

7.72 

4 

3000 

4407 

1.57 

1.62 



.430 

.240 

TNDS. EMC- 

9 

0.00 

3 

5750 

1553 

.27 

.27 



.830 

.470 

INDS. CERAMIC 

12.8 

0.00 

5 

2500 

1230 

.50 



N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA- IND. 

g 

0.00 

4 

1055 

680 

.65 

.64 



.710 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 

12 

4450 

2393 

.54 



N 

.950 

.470 

OPT I CALS HEARING 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

1000 

370 

.63 



K 

1.000 

.750 

EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.0 

9.59 

6 

4000 

2160 

.79 

.79 


CRAND TOTAL 





135 

295323 

211485 
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THE Daily Crossword Edted by Wayne 


Robert Williams 


TMSPicdeseaol.com 


ACROSS 
1 QuaHing tree 
6 Pear choice 

10 H.S.Jr’s exam 

14 Novo. Benin 

15 Singer James 

16 Attorney 
Genera] Janet 

17 Progenitor 

19 Gen. Bradley 

20 Walesa of 
Solidarity 

21 Proclivity 

23 Way in: abbr. 

24 Secreied 

25 Cornerstone 
abbr. 

26 Fuel cartel 
letters 

28 Critical 

structural piece 

33 Comic 
Shandnng 

35 Knight's 
weapon 

36 European 
eagle 

37 Exchange fee 

38 Word used to 
distinguish 
seals 

39 Smarting 

40 Envelop 

41 Swine 

42 Faceted 

43 White- man Bd 
golden-colored 
horse 

45 Lucy’s husband 

46 Hole-in-the-wall 
gang member? 

47 Expire 

48 Fetch 

51 Prolonged 

56 Tiny bit 

57 Ms. Anderson 


1 

2 

3 

4 


1 

6 

t 

8 

8 

1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

n 





15 




IS 




17 





IS 





19 




20 




■ 






22 





a 



■ 

24 




2S 





S3 

27 



■ 

28 

20 




X 

31 

32 

33 

3* 




■ 

35 




1 

A 




37 




1 

38 





30 




3“ 




4| 




■ 

42 









44 




■ 

45 






4« 




47 



■ 

4 6 

49 

50 

Si 


M 





55 



■ 





s r 




1 

58 





H 





to 




81 




1 

G2 





to 




64 
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By Roger Jurgovan 
Potomac, MD 


58 Promising 
Pato^CA 


60 Paio. 

61 Protagonist 

62 Eskimo 

63 Inert gas 

64 Dispatched 

65 Disorderly 


DOWN 

1 of one's eye 

2 Philosopher 
Kierkegaard 

3 Of a professor's 

procurator 


4 Imprint dearly 

5 Negative 
conjunction 

6 Stubble 

7 „ Von 
Bismarck 

8 Subway station 

9 Lurched and 
swerved 

10 Product of an 
arms factory? 

11 18-wheeler 

12 Med. sch. subf. 

13 British 
Conservative 

18 Monumental 

22 Grp. of D-C. 
advisors 

24 You therel 

27 Proper balance 

28 Key , FL 

29 Clinches 

30 Profoundly 
amazing 

31 Regarding 

32 Require 

33 Stare open- 
mouthed 

34 India tourist 
stop 


□ 

0 

□ 

HQ 


0 

m 

□E 

i 0 

□ 

1 

0i 

0 

a 

0 

00 
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0 

0E 

! 

0 
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0 

0 

1 0 

0 

0 

00 

0 
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m 
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Q 
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al 

□ 
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0 
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0 
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0 
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BE 
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□ 
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D 
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0 

C 

30 

q 

0 

o 

0 

h 

D 
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m 

ID 
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H 

0 

0 

a 1 

b 

0 

0 

0i 

b 

0 

a 

a 

Q 

0 

0 
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ILIOIOITBAIC 


E AfD N E B U L 


o 6 R E«R 0 0 E 


g oTaTlBy AIH O 


ICIiWTtanUmSwmK 

MritfmnunMI 


35 Primary 
38 Tombstone 
inscriptions 
42 Get the point 

44 Besmirch 

45 Actress Com 
47 Train station 

49 Needle eases 

50 Peevish 


51 Outline 

52 Part to play 

53 Not fooled by 

54 Algonquian 
language 

55 Ripped 

56 Collect ore 

59 Curry of 'Home 
Alone 2" 


Peanuts 


THIS 15 MY 
REPORT ON 
| WHAT'S HIS 
NAME. 



HE WAS BORN 
SOMETIME BETWEEN 

seventeen and 

EIGHTEEN HUNDRED.. 
VERY LITTLE IS 
KNOWN ABOUT HIM.. 

tz 



IN FACT. WE DONT 
EVEN KNOW WHO HE j 
WAS, OR SHE WAS, 

OR WHATEVER.. 

~Zf 


VE5, MA'AM.. 
THANK YOU.. 

r 2r 




ANOTHER V, 
| ONE OF THE 
6REAT 
REPORTS OF 
IAliTlME.5IR 


GOING TO 
BE HARD 
TO FOLLOW, 
HUH, 
MARGIE? 



Andy Capp 



'T HEN H E WAsT^ 
CARTED OFF TO 
A HOSPITAL FOR 
OBSERVATION... , 


ANYWAY 
THE X-RAYS 
OF H© HEAD 
SHOWED 
NOTHING 


, O iHautH no 
mviMswunHTmnwM *■- 
VH MOUTH Mil V* SVWOTF DC 





Mutt’n’Jeff 


-WHEN I Think OP V. 
THAT POCRGO* with \0 
TMOSE Bj <5 0OCWN Eves ) f 
* POOR harmless /* 

INNOCENT CffEATtWE- 



MOW CAN THE V 1 WE ITAWAS" 

K SO CRUEL* } A* A 

/ COlA^LC 1 £F\ 

•rs awfuu- fi ecosf. : .i 
Boo Hoot / 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, MAY 


Bv Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, fay 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Ponder yourac^^ 
before taking them. Think about what you'i^gj^fe 
say before it pops out. People take you seriously, espis^ 
dally right now. Also, be careful how you spend your 
money. This is a good day for shopping, too. You.'re 
more cautious than usual. - - ? . -£ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You want to buysdpe^ 
thing that’s not on sale. Don’t feel guilty. Other people 1 
do this all the time. You can, too. Well, maybe not a new 
Maserati. but something that won’t deplete your chil- 
dren's college funds. Think of what it is and go get it: J 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’ve been straggling, 
with a particular issue. It could be a philosophical point,' 
but it's more likely a practical one. Look at it from 
somebody else's perspective. All of a sudden it will 
make sense. More important, you’ll see the way to pro- 
ceed to success. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) It’s a good day for run- 
ning errands and socialising with friends and neigh- 
bours. There are a couple of things that need to be done 
before tomorrow, but that’s OK. You can get them fin- 
ished quickly and have more time to relax. Do that. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're usually very deci- 
sive about what you want. However, the conditions in 
effect right now slow you down a little. You're more apt 
to think of consequences to your actions you normally 
wouldn't have considered. You’ll seek more options. 
Don’t worry. There are plenty. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Conversations 
with older people look good today. It could be an argu- 
ment. but that's OK. You two see things quite different- 
ly. but you both kind of like it. It’s not probable that 
either of you will ever win this argument, so don't 
worry. Just relax and enjoy it. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you didn’t 
start on your trip yesterday, you'll want to do it now. 
Luckily, you have friends and loved ones to share 
expenses. If there's something interesting within a hun- 
dred miles, go and visit that. Once your curiosity is 
sated, you'll all settle down a little. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You like to 
have a nice routine in place. It’s comforting to do things 
the way you’ve done them before. That's especially true 
right now. There may be a disruption early, but if you 
can settle into your favourite Sunday dinner, you'll be 
happy. Go to the trouble to make it happen. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Fin- 
ish the job you were doing yesterday. If you keep track 
of the planning, you’ll be a big help. And that’s a lot 
more fun than just doing the physical labour. You may 
not get much money yet, but you're accumulating 
points that will pay off some other way.' Don’t com- 
plain. 

CAPRICORN: ("December 22 to January 20) Continue 
with yesterday’s projects. Work is involved, and you’re 
doing it with someone you care about. You may want to 
entertain at home after you get the place cleaned up. 
unless you want to make a work party out of iL Let 
everybody join in the fun. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Romance 
looks excellent, especially with an interesting conversa- 
tionalist Don’t be secretive about your respect for this 
person's intelligence. Even if you do maintain the role 
of professor, make sure the person knows he or she is 
your veiy favourite student. 


decision-making, especially concerning your physical 
residence and the people you live with. Don't wony. 
You’re on a roll. If you've been thinking about this pro- 
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Accord marks beginning of studies to 
transform Aqaba into a free economic zone 


** THE AQABA Region Authority (ARA) 
has signed a contract with a consortium of 
three companies specialised in the field of 
free zone. The agreement, which is financed 
by the World Bank for an estimated amount 
of $1.2 million, stipulates conducting a 
study to transform Aqaba into an economic 
zone under special provisions. The zone 
would include a free seaport and airport. 

ARA President Marwan Dudin said that 
following the required study, which should 
be completed within five months, the 
Ministerial Development Council will 
review it in light of a report to be presented 
by the technical committee. Mr. Dudin said 
also that government officials, including 
military personnel, will be working side by 
side with the consortium staff. 

Muhannad Qudah. a senior official at the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, explained 
that the study in fact covers a number of 
subjects that aim at formulating a special 


strategy to transform Aqaba into an eco- 
nomic zone “under special provisions." He 
indicated that the study also aims at laying 
down the implementation plan and the 
mechanism to set up a free zone. 

Other objectives include an evaluation of 
the Aqaba port in terms of location and die 
commercial activity compared to other 
pons. Furthermore, the study will evaluate 
the infrastructure, services and the mecha- 
nism for modernising the general design in 
addition to evaluating the legal and institu- 
tional infrastructure for ail government 
departments in Aqaba. 

Mr. Qudah concluded that the study, 
which will be conducted with the participa- 
tion of 15 government parties representing 
all sectors, will specify the role and future 
of state departments in Aqaba and the mech- 
anism for restructuring them within the 
implementation plan. (A1 Ra'i). 


Contractors to get exemption from 
income tax for 1985-1995 period 


** THE INCOME Tax Department is 
currently preparing an estimation of prof- 
its made by housing contractors over the 
ten-year (1985-1995) period. The estima- 
tion will be included in a comprehensive 
report that the department will submit to 
the Council of Ministers to exempt the 
contracting companies from paying 
income (ax on the profits. 

The Council of Ministers has decided to 
impose income tax on the companies 


engaged in building housing units starting 
Jan. 1, 1996. As such, the Income Tax 
Department will be taxing the profits of 
the companies for the year 1996-1997. 

According to a settlement reached 
between the government and the compa- 
nies. the firms will be exempted from 
paying the tax for the 1985-1995 period 
but they are required to pay the income 
tax starting Jan. I. 1996 ( A1 Dustour). 
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Arab fertiliser 
producers open 
meeting in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Federation of 
Chemical Fertilisers 
(AFCF) opened a five-day 
meeting in Amman 
Saturday to prepare inten- 
sive studies on marketing 
fertilisers and discuss coop- 
eration among Arab pro- 
ducers and also to prepare 
for an international confer- 
ence on fertilisers due to 
open in the Qatari capital of 
Doha in October. 

Other topics on the agen- 
da include the preparation 
of a guidebook about fer- 
tiliser industries and pro- 
tecting the environment in 
the Arab World, according 
to a statement by the feder- 
ation which organised the 
meeting in conjunction with 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
company (JPMC). the Arab 
Potash Company and the 
Jordanian-Japanese Fertili- 
sers Company. 

Addressing the opening 
session was JPMC’s 
Director General Sameh 
Madam who spoke about 
the major challenges facing 
the Arab fertilisers industry 


and stressed the need for 
upgrading the federation's 
regulations in order to cater 
to the new developments 
and new trends in die fer- 
tilisers industry . 

AFCF Secretary General 
Ali Hamdi said the project- 
ed guidebook will provide a 
tool for Arab fertiliser 
industries to exchange 
information and increase 
their cooperation and will 
also help the concerned fer- 
tiliser businesses to intro- 
duce measures to protect 
the environment 

He added that the AFCF 
secretariat has prepared a 
working paper giving 
detailed information about 
the fertiliser industry, 
means of control and oper- 
ations and ways of combat- 
ing pollution. 

According to Mr. Hamdi, 
the Arab World’s fertiliser 
producer countries are 
among the world's major 
producers and, as such, 
coordination among Arab 
states is of vital importance 
for the continued progress 
in this industry. 


Combining Chrysler 
and Mercedes production 
could be risky — analysts 


DETROIT l AFP) — 
Chrysler and Daimler-Benz 
could face problems blending 
their manufacturing proce- 
dures, notably a threat to 
brand image if vehicles from 
both companies came out of 
the same plant, analysts 
warned. 

“Absolutely — it would be 
a risk," said auto expert 
David Cole, head of 
University of Michigan's 
transportation study office. 

“That's the kind of thing 
they will decide as their plans 
evolve,” he added. 

Following the recent merg- 
er announcement, Chrysler 
Chairman Robert Eaton said 
plans for a Mercedes minivan 
— manufactured by Daimler- 
Benz — would be scrapped 
and suggested some 
Mercedes production could 
be carried out in 3 Chrysler 
plant. 

But analysts do not see that 
happening for four to five 
years. Combining some man- 
ufacturing could be a tempt- 
ing solution to a problem 
both companies share — too 
little manufacturing capacity 
in the midst of a worldwide 
glut in vehicle assembly 
potential. 

Part of Chrysler 's appeal in 
the DaimlerChrysler merger 
is an extremely efficient and 
profitable manufacturing 

capability that is the envy of 
other North American vehi- 
cle makers. 

“I don’t know of any 
Chrysler plant that has any 
open capacity anywhere," 
said James Harbour, whose 
company. Harbour 

Associates, tracks North 
American auto industry pro- 
duction capabilities. 

“Last month they were run- 
ning at 140 per cent" includ- 
ing overtime and extra shifts, 
he said. 

Even now, Chrysler does 
not build all its own vehicles. 
The Chrysler Sebring Coupe 
and Dodge Avenger midsize 
autos are manufactured for 
Chrysler by Mitsubishi 


Motors, in Normal, Illinois. 

Originally, part . of the 
Diamond Star joint venture 
of the two companies, it now 
is owned by Mitsubishi. 

And Daimler-Benz also has 
manufacturing constraints in 
the United States that reflect 
the popularity of its new M 
Gass sport utility vehicles, 
built in Vance, Alabama. 

The plant's original capaci- 
ty of 65,000 vehicles a year is 
being expanded to 80,000. 
But that still might not be 
enough. 

The merger makes sense 
because it would combine 
two distinctively different 
product lines, with only a 
small overlap in the sport 
utility area. 

Chiysler’s mass produced, 
volume vehicles are firmly 
middle-of-the-road for 
American consumers. Its 
most famous exports are the 
Jeeps that trade on near-icon 
status worldwide. 

Daimler-Benz makes far 
fewer of its elitist Mercedes 
models. 

“I don’t believe they would 
be prepared right at this 
moment to put a Mercedes in 
a Chrysler plant,” said Mr. 
Harbour. 

It is doubtful a Mercedes 
model could use the capacity 
of a full-size Chrysler plant 
on its own. 

Sharing assembly facilities 
is one possibility, with both 
products using the same paint 
system — the .biggest prob- 
lem challenge in any auto 
plant 

But a Mercedes would 
require a new' body shop, 
trim and chassis lines while 
building rear-drive Mercedes 
models alongside Chrysler’s 
front-wheel-drive-only mod- 
els would also pose chal- 
lenges. 

Mr. Harbour said it was 
likely the merged company 
would develop a luxury mini- 
van off the Chrysler minivan 
platform — but designated a 
Mercedes to be sold only in 
Mercedes dealerships. 



Fastiinfc CEO, David Boswortb (left) and Housing Bank chairman, Zuhair Khouri, initial 
a $26 million syndicated loan Saturday for Fastlink’s coming expansion (photo courtesy 
of Housing Bank) 


Ten banks extend $24.6m 


syndicated loan to Fastlink 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under an 
agreement signed Sat- 
urday, ten banks led by 
the Housing Bank ex- 
tended a $26.4 million 
syndicated loan to 
Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services (JMTS). 

Housing Bank Chair- 
man Zuhair Khouri 
signed the agreement on 
behalf of the banks and 
JMTS chief executive 
officer, David Bosworth, 
signed on behalf of 
JMTS, known as 
Fastlink. 

The bank declined to 
comment on the syndi- 
cated loan's grace period 
and interest rates. 

The syndicated loan 
will provide JTMS with 
credit facilities for the 
purchase of infrastructur- 
al equipment needed in 
the fourth optional phase 
to extend Fastlink’s GSM 
network, Mr. Bosworth 
said. - 

At its inception, in 


1994, Fastlink received a 
$36 million loan from the 
International Financial 
Corporation (IFC), an 
affiliate of die World 
Bank. 

Fastlink, which has 
56,000 subscribers and 
covers most parts of the 
Kingdom so far, aims at 
covering the Ma’an - 
Azraq route and the 
Rweished area upto the 
Iraqi border, Mr. 
Bosworth said. 

A new competitor, the 
Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company (JTC), is 
expected to launch its 
own mobile service after 
Fastlink's licence of 
exclusivity ends in 
October. 

Fastlink is suing the 
government for announc- 
ing the second service 
provider, JTC, before the 
end of the exclusivity 
licence for which the 
company paid JD24 mil- 
ion at the end of 1994. 

. “1 am very optimistic 
that we will reach a set- 
tlement with the govern- 


ment shortly,” Mr. 
Bosworth told the Jordan 
Times. 

Fastlink recently stepp- 
ed up its sales and mar- 
keting efforts as the sole 
mobile phone provider in 
Jordan by going into 
partnership with . cell- 
phone vendors. The new 
arrangement involves 
halving cell-phones’ 
retail prices and waver- 
ing Fastlink's JD70 con- 
nection charge. 

The nine other banks 
participating in the syn- 
dicate in addition to the 
Housing Bank are: 
British Bank. 

Philadelphia Investment 
Bank. Export and 
Finance Bank. Arab 
Jordan Investment Bank. 
ANZ Grindlays. Arab 
Banking Corporation. 
Citibank, Union Bank, 
Jordan Investment and* 
Finance Bank and Jordan 
Kuwaiti Bank. 


Ceremony to mark start of 
construction of 6 Le Royale 


Hotel Complex and Tower’ 


By Mohammad Ben Hosssem 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Signalling 
the start of construction 
work on a ’five-star $130 
milli on hotel, a corner- 
stone is expected to be 
laid Tuesday in a ceremo- 
ny held under the patron- 
age of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“Le Royal Hotel 
Complex and Tower,, in 
the neart of Amman, 
would be ready to receive 
guests by Christmas 
1999, officials close to 
the project said Saturday. 

It will include a huge 
shopping mall with bank- 
ing facilities, three cine- 
mas equipped with the 
latest state-of-the-art 
sound equipment and 
screens. 

The hotel will join ten 
luxury hotels springing 
up across Amman ana 
elsewhere across the 
country, heralding tough 
competition in a limited 
market that has long 
shown sensitivity to 
political uncertainty 


sweeping the region 
since Israel’s hard-line 
Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu 
took over in June 1996. 

But hotel officials are 
banking on an expected 
influx of hundreds of 
thousands of Christian 
pilgrims to the region to 
celebrate the end of the 
second millennium to fill 
their rooms. 

“Jordan’s drive to lure 
tourists to visit the 
Kingdom and upcoming 
celebrations to mark the 
start of the third millenni- 
um, will help revive the 
tourism industry,” the 
official told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Le Royal will contain 
300 rooms, including two 
royal suits and 34 other 
suits,’' the official added. 
It will also feature two 
special restaurants and a 
bar. 

Jordanian investors, 
including influential and 
young Jordanian busi- 
nessmen, have pooled 
efforts with the London- 
based Iraqi tycoon Nazmi 


Ouchi, to set up the com- 
plex that will include 
Jordan’s biggest banquet- 
ing and conference halls 
with a capacity to seat 
3,000 people. It will have 
three indoors and outdoor 
swimming pools and 
parking facilities for 620 
cars. 

The complex will be 
constructed over 4,000 
square metres of land 
near the . Ministry of 
Information on the Third 
Circle. 

Mr. O.uchi's brother, 
Namir, was slain in 
Amman in January 
together with four other 
Iraqis and three 
Egyptians. Officials have 
not seized the unidenti- 
fied assailants in the griz- 
zly crime that shocked 
the country. 

Political tension in the 
Middle East, including 
Irak’s stand-off with the 
United Nations, soured a 
favourable outlook for 
Jordan’s tourism industry 
in 1997. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5820605 / 5020609 / 079-30007 
E-mail address 
abdoun @go.com.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. " A Symphony of Style 
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Professional qualify In 
1 hour service . 
Develop yourcotoorfim 
at our shop and gek : 

* JUMBO photo soe 

30% larger. . 

* Free enlargement 
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Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 
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TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 



FOR 
| RENT 

^ Deluxe Villas 
- - 5 and Apartments 
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Real Estate 

S WEIFI YEH 
A Haferac complex 
7* 5864230 -5865167 
079/37588 





Qmfity Serviced Siritea 

★One & Two Bedrooms *FuHy 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily &{ 
Long Stay -^Reasonable Rates 


5rh Circle 

TcL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

g-imril : CRYSTAL# fro.ctnn.jo 
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FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitw? Prices 

Come to the Pioneers: 

AL - FUHAIS FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the Baccalaureat School 
Tel: 720459 
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Pub <P Restaurant 

Join Us & fudge 
for you rsefj 

IJVi; Mi MIC 

Till 1 MDAY 
(Jptm jrrr Lunch Dc;!y 
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Anelka, Lamouchi to miss World Cup 


CLAJREFONTAINE. France (AFP) 
— Arsenal striker Nicolas Anelka 
and Monaco's former Auxerre mid- 
fielder Sabri Lamouchi were among 
six players axed from die French 
World Cup squad on Saturday by 
trainer Aime Jacquet 

Anelka. Lamouchi, Ibrahim Ba, 
Martin Djetou. Pierre Laigle and 
goalkeeper Lionel Letizi were omit- 
ted as Jacquet trimmed his squad 
from 28 to the 22 who will be con- 
firmed on the June 2 deadline. 

While there was disappointment 
for- 19-year-old Anelka, his two 


teammates on the Arsenal team that 
completed the English League-Cup 
double — Patrick Vieira and 
Emmanuel Petit — were both 
included in the squad. 

Jacquet preferred young Monaco 
striker Thierry Henry to Anelka. but 
selected Vieira and Petit ahead of 
AC Milan's Ba and Lamouchi. 

Jacquet dropped one goalkeeper, 
one defender (Djetou) and three 
midfielders (Ba. Laigle and 
Lamouchi}, along with Anelka. 

His squad now comprises three 
goalkeepers, six defenders, nine 


midfielders and four attackers. 

Twelve of the players who com- 
peted in the 1996 European champi- 
onships in England have been 
retained. 

The French squad is: 

Goalkeepers: Fabien Baithez 

(Monaco), Lionel Charbonnier 
( Auxerre ). Bernard Lama (West 
Ham) 

Defenders: Laurent Blanc 

(Marseille). Vincent Candela (AS 
Roma), Marcel Desaiilv (AC 
Milan). Frank Leboeuf (Chelsea). 
Bixente Lizarazu (Bayern Munich). 


Lilian Thuram (Parma) 

Midfielders: Alain Boghossian 
(Sampdoria). Didier Descbamps 
(Juventus). Bernard Diomede 
(Auxerre), Youri Djorkaeff (Inter 
Milan), Christian Karembeu (Real 
Madrid). Emmanuel Petit (Arsenal) 
Robert Pires (Metz). Patrick Vieira 
(Arsenal). Zinedine Zidane 
(Juventus) 

Forwards: Christophe Dugarrv 
(Marseille), Stephane Guivarc'h 
(Auxerre), Thierry Henry 
(Monaco), David Trezeguet 
(Monaco). 


Klinsmann out to prove 
he is ‘ Captain Marvel ’ 


PARIS (AFP) — On form or noL Jurgen Klinsmann’s place 
in Germany's squad is assured. 

It is not just his ability to score but his international expe- 
rience and leadership qualities that is so important to coach 
Beni Vogts. 

A lot of the shine has gone from the blond striker since 
he led the Geimans to a Golden Goal victory over the 
Czech Republic at Euro 96 but Vogts still holds him in high 
esteem. 

Repeated bust-ups with club coaches have made a foot- 
ball nomad of him . 

Over the last two seasons he has switched from Bayern 
Munich to Sampdoria Genoa to a short reunion with 
Tottenham Hotspur in England searching vainly for a coach 
and teammates who appreciate him. . 

Klinsmann admits to having a difficult personality but is 
also committed to his trade. 

The 33 year old held the coveted World Cup aloft in 
Rome in 1990. But he has also experienced failure, when 
Germany suffered a bitter quarter final loss to Bulgaria at 
the last World Cup in the United States. 

This will be Klinsmann's last campaign for his country, 
opening the way for younger blood. He will continue to 
play club football after France, although where is not cer- 
tain. 

Several bad injuries have prevented Klinsmann from 
finding his true form this season, including tom ankle liga- 
ments which needed operating before Christmas and a bro- 
ken jaw. 

No one can dispute his commitment or desire to do well 
but a striker’s success must be measured by the number of 
times he scores and in this department Klinsmann is way 
behind his colleagues Ulf Kirsten and Oliver Bierhoff. 

If he does not deliver early in France Vogts has said he 
will leave him on the bench. Then his secondary powers 
would be called upon: promoting team spirit and motivat- 
ing his teammates. 



Roberto Baggio. Sandro Cois, Luigi Di Biagio. Fabio Cannavaro run with (Back L-R) 
Christian Yieri and Giuseppe Bergomi during Italy's first day of training May 23 to 
prepare for the World Cup finals in France. Italy will play in a group with Austria, 
Chile and Cameroon ( Reuters photo) 




FRANCE 98 


Berti Vogts (R), coach of the German national soccer 
team, talks with Lothar Matthaeus daring a practice 
session at the training camp of the German team In 
Helsinki May 23. The German national soccer team are 
staying in Helsinki for a 10-day training camp to pre- 
pare for the soccer World Cup in France (Reuters 
photo) 



Dutch soccer star Patrick Kluivert kisses a replica of the World Cup brought by a 
Spanish journalist after a training session of the Dutch National team at the Centre 
Sportif in Nyon May 23. The Netherlands will play Belgium. Mexico and South 
Korea in Group E of the 1998 World soccer Championships in France starting June 
10 (Reuters photo) 


Stand and deliver order from no-nonsense Berti 


PARIS (AFP) — He is 
known throughout Germany 
simply as ‘'Berti". a no-non- 
sense man of moderate 
tones whose face flushes red 
with anger when his charges 
do nof deliver what he 
expects of them. 

Vogts stepped into very 
large shoes when he became 
Germany’s coach, taking 
over in 1990 after being 
Franz Beckenbauer’s 
deputy. 

Beckenbauer parted in a 
blaze of glory, leading 
Germany to the 1990 World 
Cup title in Rome. 


There was no higher 
ground left for Vogts to go 
but it was obvious he would 
have a hard road to travel. 

Using the same players 
from Beckenbauer’s era, 
led by Lothar Matthaeus. 
Rudi Voller and Andreas 
Brehme, Vogts took 
Germany to the final of the 
European championships in 
1992 only to be beaten by 
underdogs Denmark in the 
final. 

Two years later, in the 
loud, popcorn- smelling sta- 
dia of America, Germany 
fell in the quarter finals of 


the World Cup against 
Bulgaria. 

Vogts despaired and was 
on the verge of resigning. 
He was talked out of it. 
rebuilt the side and took it 
all the way at the 1996 
European championships. 

Playing the Czech 
Republic at Wembley. 
Germany won the world's 
first international title 
through an Oliver Bierhoff 
extra time Golden Goal. The 
result sealed Vogt’s place in 
the history books, but now 
he wants to make up for the 
World Cup debacle of 1994. 


During his playing days 
with Borussia 

Monchengladbach he was 
known as "the terrier’", a 
small but tough defender in 
the classic never-sav-die 
German mould. 

Today he is a strict disci- 
plinarian who demands 
equal dedication and pas- 
sion from the players under 
his command. Those who 
do not perform or fall below 
his standards of appropriate 
behaviour, either on or off 
the football field, are sum- 
marily dismissed. 

Bode Illsner and Stefan 


Effenberg are cases in point 
— both were dismissed 
after US A- 94 and have not 
been nominated for 
Germany since. 

Equally though, promis- 
ing, young players have 
every chance of represent- 
ing their country. 

Except for Jurgen 
Klinsmann. Vogts chooses 
his sides purely on form and 
not because of their star sta- 
tus or past achievements. 


World Cup countdown 
with Franz Beckenbaue 


Are you a World Cup 
[ expert? Then let me 
’ challenge you 


8 ) There have been several 
players who have succeeded 
in scoring an epic four goals 
in a single World Cup match. 

It is sufficient to mention, 
for example, Brazil’s Ademir 
and LTruguay’s Juan 
£ chi affirm , who both scored a 
(,* •‘quartet" of goals in Brazil j 
1950, or the Frenchman Just : 
L" Fontaine who emulated them . 
in 1958 in Sweden. 

Eusebio of Portugal did . 
exactly the same in England - 
in the 1966 World Cup and 
Spaniard Emilio Butragueno " 
in Mexico in 1986. But only 
one player has scored five 
goals in one match. 



Ronaldo, shown here fighting for the ball with 
Englan d's Paul Gascoigne in the 1997 four-team 
friendly competition in France, could emerged as the 
great star of this World Cup, and follow the illustrious 
World Cup path which others such as Pde, Cruyff and ^ 
Maradona have trodden before him. “Footballer of the g 
It happened in the United * year” in 1997 and integral part of In ter Mflan, the play- 

_ . , . er has everything in his favour in this, his second. 

States in 1994. What was his / WosM He participated for the first time in the 

name? 1994 World Cup in the United States- “ 


z . .v. 1 «■ rrv 

Solve the country contest daily to find the phrase at the 
• end of Beckenbauer's World Cup countdown 

■ *. - i «_ r . - 7. s -’sr - • / 

The phrase we are looking for offers a 
rather precise, though harsh definition 
of an ability considered indispensable in 
the world of diplomats. 


-** ‘ •*= .1 r: '-7 ■ ” .7777 re? r 

8 ) Many of this country’s famous 
; men were very musical and its most 
; famous woman showed 250 years 
“ ago that it was possible to combine 
; a career and have children by giv- 
V mg birth to 16 of them. She com- 
pletely reorganised the state appa- 
, ratus and was not afraid to engage 
> in confrontation with neighbouring 

- countries from time to time. 

One of her more peace-loving 
compatriots made new discoveries 
: about the human psyche, which 
many of his contemporaries found 
immoral. Another countryman had 
** a very strict father, which, coupled 
with an unusual talent .produced a 
youngster who had astonishing 
ability in his tender years and 
achieved world fame' later. 

It is said of the normal citizens 
that they are unable to pass a shop 
window filled with cakes. Most 
places are only reachable after much climb- 

- ing, which is an advantage for those suffer- 
ing from weight problems. 

The capital however, is flat. The monar- 

- chy here was abolished after a lost war. 

Solution: 


Pfaase fill in the respective letters in the 
corresponding positions: 
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Please enter the fetters of the country as 
instructed in the solution squares as fol- 
lows: 

First fetter of the country in position 18. 
Fourth fetter in position 45. 
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Facts and figures about the participating countries 
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COLOMBIA 


J. 141,748 sq km • Capital: Bogota 
Population: 37.422,79 I — 32.8 per sq km (1993) 
Principal language: Spanish 
Annual GNP per capita: US$ 1 .620. — ( I 994) 


in World Cup champfonships: 
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ANSWERS 


CHALLENGE QUIZ 
7) Argentina, in the final of the World Cup 
1990 in Italy. They lost 1-0 to Germany. 

COUNTRY CONTEST 

1 ) Norway 2) South Africa 3) Cameroon 4) 
Scotland 5) Chile 6) England 1) Brazil 

PHOTO CONTEST 

1) The error is in the photo. Die top part of 
the FIFA cup is not a football. In the original it 
is a globe of the earth. 

2) The mistake is in the photo. Maradona 
were the number 10 and not the number 20 
and Buchwald always the number 6 and not 
the number 9. 

3) The caption is erroneous. Pele did not 
.announce his retirement from the national 
team on this occasion. He did that one year 
later, in J 971, playing his last match against 
Yugoslavia in Rio de Janeiro's Maracana 
Stadium. 

4) The photo is wrong. The lion, which is 
Cameroon's emblem, is missing from the 
team’s shirts. Also there is no five-pointed star 
on Romania’s jerseys, 

. 5) The error is in the caption. The Slade de 
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France in Sl Denis, Paris, was not inaugurated t’ 
until months later, in I99S, with a friendly V 
between France and Spain, which France won-' 

!-0. 'jl 

6 ) This scene is from the final of the 1966^ 

World Cup in London’s Wembley Stadium j.': 
between England and Germany. After 90 mifK r 
utes the score stood at two goals apiece. ln> 
extra time, in the 10 1st minute, the ever-con- ■' 
troversial situation arose. Geoff Hurst took a 
shot, Germany’s goalie Tilkowski managed to : 
get a touch to the ball, which was deflected on ■; 
to the underside of the crossbar and fell verti- 
cally to the ground (lop photo). After thelj 
bounce, the ball was headed away by Wfeber j. 

(middle photo) but at the bottom of the photo;' 

Hunt can be seen celebrating what he thought- 
was a goaL It will probably never be known for -"j . : j ^n. ;* ; - 11 :«c 

certain whether the ball actually crossed or ., r | tljy;; 
only bounced on the white line. But Swiss ’ cr - 

eree Gonfnend Dienst, after many minutes of . 
doubt and discussion with his linesman Tofik. 

Bakhramov from the Soviet Union, awarded. 

England the Goal. England went on to win 4- -.“j 
2 and become World Champions. 


I I -*i 




VVr ‘ 




in- 




s „r. 


L~C \ SV ?5 V- 

"The _u 
7 c w vs 2 », 


Ignc h Open p 


fejoli hopes to : 




'•i"-. it i.-us cx.uni'.L* 

f- “ivLt. -Aj, 

Jnd 


•mi jv ^ 

nt "*vr lutikcJ 


:V 

I , 

ticixfoa : 

^ s?. \ 


Fjtriiuk 

^ r.s 


'• 1 v. 


Ratter 
n rvn. and 
' :i came in:t 1 ■( 
'•l-rinifd the 

.r <••.■.„ r,. 
' Jrt,rn '‘ vVh« 

- lQl,i uu , n p 

•n h,.'.. u :ind 

' h V rheir 

■ Grand Sl.us, 
it w*.rks 




lirevr. ■„ 

■Vii;. i: a 
ivJly v-rr^,. 
pr-'pic , 

’* 

•u<.»:brr 
Shr v» “T'.r 
•' here 

«'R -rrurr 
n 4 ht j 
I^c-ru-h 1 

LV& 

?.-.r 




•!tii.in 
- hMJthfc 

MVfl 

r.i'.r-a- 

t 'lajcil. 

. ", \ ” v, niiinc 

0 &. n 


Tjf 
.Tthdfcs 
‘•daiv .n 1 
( :liS |1 in. 


h. 




a: 


riin 


rt* 


. AlffnifcA ^ 


11 tuai^ f? 






idhtv 

it.i> 


’■V.r,. 


■ 1 ^:; 


•L 1 


CINEMA 


5 


5 

D 

O 

H. 


PHXLADELPHTAT 




Bruce Willis & 
Richard Cere ... in 


THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 




PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 








Jim Cany ... in 


LIAR-LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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CINEMA 


TEL5fW23S 


PLAZA 
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CINEMA 


TEL:5677420 


The biggest cirienin production 


TITANIC 


A. 


Shows: 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 
10:30 p jn. 


CONCORD 


^7 


CINEMA 


TEL39.W93 
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THE RELIC 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 530. 1030 
CgNCTRP.-?: 

ISMAIL IA RAYEH GAI - 

kamanana 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 


Charlie Sheen ...in 

SHADOW 

CONSPIRACY 


TEL: 5934793 
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r Washington 
& Whibiey Houston ... in 


THE PREACHER'S 
WIFE 


& still showing at 830 p.m. 
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STARTNG .APRIL 6TH 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisharn Yarns. Anal 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the group 
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Jazz lead Lakers 3-0 



Utah Jazz’s Karl Malone (R) shoots over Los Angeles 
Lakers' Kobe Bryant in the first period of game three of 
the Western Conference Finals of the NBA play-offs in 
Inglewood (Reuters photo) 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Karl Malone and the Utah 
' bench overpowered the Los 
Angeles Lakers, moving the 
Jazz within one victory of 
their second trip in a row to 
: the National Basketball 
: Association Finals. 

Malone scored 26 points 
j while reserves Shandon 
; Anderson, Bryon Russell 
: and Chris Morris played 
: key roles in Friday’s 109-98 
; triumph, which gave Utah a 

• 3-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
; Western Conference final. 

“It was a huge win for us." 
; said Malone, who scored 
: only four points in the first 
: half but 22 in the second. 

: “Our offense came alive for 

• us. Our bench really 
. stepped up and responded 
j for us" 

No team has ever recov- 
; ered from a 3-0 deficit to 
: win an NBA playoff series 

■ and the Lakers have shown 

• no signs they can even come 
: close to beating the Jazz, 
: winners in nine of their past 

■ 10 games. 

“We should be (embar- 
: rassed)," Lakers center 
: Shaquille O’Neal said. “It’s 
: very frustrating. We played 
: with no emotion. They 
; wanted it more than we did. 
: Now we’re in a terrible 
; bole, and we can’t give up." 

O'Neal had 39 points and 
: 15 rebounds but had little 
: help from outside. Eddie 
Jones had 16 points and fel- 
low guard Nick Van Exel 
scored 10. They together 
missed 24 of 32 shots, 
including 10 of 13 three- 
pointers. 

“Shaq got his points but 
down the stretch they 
weren't able to hit," Malone 
said. “You have to work on 
Shaq. You have to put your 
: body on him the whole 
time. 1 did weight training 
last summer and it paid off. 
We were able to make him 
work.” 

Anderson came off Utah's 
bench to score 1 1 of his 13 
points in the fourth quarrer. 
Morris added 15 points and 
seven rebounds and Russell 
: made a key three-point bas- 


ket 93 seconds from the fin- 
ish. 

‘Their efficiency did us 
in. Their bench knocked us 
out," Lakers coach Del 
Harris said, “ft was very 
quiet in the dressing room. 
Obviously, we all thought 
we would win the game " 

Utah's bench outscored 
that of the home team 46- 
22 . 

“We have played better 
because our bench has 
played better, and that’s a 
critical factor to us," Utah 
Coach Jerry Sloan said. 

•The Jazz shared the 
NBA's best regular-season 
record with Chicago, the' 
club which beat Utah in six 
games in last year’s final. 


Three of those losses came 
by four points or less. 

This year the Jazz would 
own the home-court edge 
over the Bulls by virtue of 
matching their NBA-best 
record and winning the sea- 
son series from Chicago 2- 
0 . 

For Malone and John 
Stockton. Olympic heroes 
and NBA stars, the chance 
at a first-ever NBA crown is 
within reach — provided 
they don’t make the greatest 
collapse in NBA history and 
drop four in a row to the. 
Lakers. 

*T can’t imagine that” 
Utah center Greg Foster 
sard. 


French Open preview 

Majoli hopes to get back on course 


PARIS ( AFP) — Sometimes 
winning a Grand Slam marks 
the launch of a glittering 
career. 

The most obvious example 
is Boris Becker, who took 
Wimbledon by storm as a 
teenager and never looked 
back. 

Last year. Patrick Rafter 
stole the U.S. Open, and 
Gustavo Kuerten came out of 
nowhere and claimed the 
French Open crown to the 
sound of samba drums echo- 
ing around Roland Garros. 
But although Rafter and 
Kuerten have boosted their 
careers by their Grand Slam 
success, sometimes it works 
the other way. 

When Mats Wi lander won 
the U.S. Open and. at the 
same time, took over the No 
I ranking from Ivan Lendl, it 
virtually marked the end of 
his career. With nowhere to 
go but down — that’s where 
the Swede went. Having 
achieved a lifetime goal, he 
no longer felt the motivation 
to continue and a tumble 
down the rankings was soon 
followed by an early retire- 
ment. 

Last year. Iva Majoli sur- 
prised everyone by winning 
the women’s singles at the 
French Open. But rather than 
lifting her to greater heights 
and achievement, she has 
struggled ever since. 

After being No. 4 in the 
world, she has since slipped 
out of the top 10 for the first 
time since 1995, and 
although she won three titles 
in 1997. she hasn't tri- 
umphed at a tournament 
since, her historic title win 
over super favourite Martina 
Hingis at Roland Garros. 

Although she denies there 
is a connection, Majoli 
admits she felt it hard to 
motivate herself lor tourna- 
ments after the greatest 
moment of her career — a 
moment she didn't have time 
to savour for several weeks. 

“That was the best day of 
my life,” she recalls. 

“I was so in shock, you 
know. After I won I sat on the 
chair and I just didn't think 


anything. I was sitting there 
and thinking, ‘okay’, it was 
the weirdest feeling. I 
thought I was going to feel 
unbelievable, but when it was 
finished I felt like I’d won a 
junior tournament and every- 
thing was empty in me. 

“I guess it was always my 
dream to win my favourite 
tournament, and now it was 
done. It was after a month I 
really started to realise, when 
people came to me and said 
congratulations. But I never 
really had time to think about 
it because I had to play 
another tournament” 

She went ro Eastbourne, 
where she slammed the 
organisers for not putting her 
on centre court claiming that 
even if her dog bad won the 
French Open he would have 
been awarded that privilege 
and then she moved on to 
Wimbledon, winning there 
for the first lime in her career. 
After reaching the quarter- 
finals at the All England 
Club it was time to take a 
break, and at last she cele- 
brated her French victory. 

But after that the bubble 
burst 

Although she hasn't exact- 
ly disgraced herself, reaching 
semi-finals in Tokyo and 
Linz this year, she is strug- 
gling these days. 

Still. Iva has her priorities 
in life in the right order. 

“Somebody has to win and 
somebody has to lose, and 
when you see how other peo- 
ple struggle in life you 
should be so happy that you 
can make a living in sports.” 
she said. 

“You should just walk 
down the street and say T’m 
the happiest person in the 
world'. No matter whether 
you win or lose the match, I 
have a great life and I would 
never change it for anything 
else." 

Majoli’s level-headedness 
extends to her desire to help 
others from her position of 
privilege. 

“With all the things that 
happened in Croatia there are 
so many kids left without a 
family.” she said. 


“I have helped one sick girl 
and she’s improving. I never 
have time see her that much 
anymore, but when I get a 
letter or a postcaid from her 
it's the best feeling for me. 

“No money can buy that, 
when you can help some- 
body and they appreciate it 
so much. You maybe don’t 
give a huge amount of 
money, but you feel like you 
did because it helps the per- 
son so much. It just feels 
great to help others. Maybe 
you would be the one to need 
help one day.” 

Majoli has won over three 
million dollars in her career, 
so she doesn't need to play 
the lottery. But what would 
she do with the money if she 
did. and she won? 

“Probably buy my family 
some presents,” she consid- 
ered. 

“I don’t really need any- 
thing right now. so I’d proba- 
bly give to some charity. One 
thing I don’t like is when 
people work their whole life 
and when they're 60 they're 
so rich, but all they've done 
is work 24 hours a day and 
what did they enjoy? 

“I’d rather just travel and 
do all the. things that i love, 
and spend money. What are 
you going to do if you're just 
putting it in the bank and just 
counting it I like to have fun. 
There's so much pressure all 
year long playing tourna- 
ments. so every time I get the 
chance to go somewhere I 
go, and even if I have to fly 
all day I'm going to fly and 
stay in a country for 10 days 
and enjoy it 

“I like to see different 
countries and cultures. It’s 
very interesting. Like the 
Chinese are totally different 
to how we are, and the 
French and South 
Americans. It’s totally differ- 
ent lifestyles" 

The results might not be 
flowing on court and Iva 
might no longer be heading 
for number one, but it is 
obvious that, for her. life 
itself is number one. And you 
can't argue with that. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


EF Language holds narrow lead 

LA ROCHELLE (AFP) — EF Language, which has 
already sealed overall victory, led the fleet early Saturday 
on the final leg of the Whitbread Round-the-Woiid race. 
The Swedish entry, skippered by Paul Cayard, led by 0.6 
nautical miles from British entry Silk Cut and was 230.2 
nautical miles from the finish in Southampton, England, 
at the Saturday morning report. Only 7.2 miles separated 
the leader from backmarker Swedish Match as the first 
three yachts started to sail into lighter breeze. The fleet 
are expected to land in Southampton some time after mid- 
day on Sunday. The ninth and final leg, a short hop from 
La Rochelie to Southampton, will decide second and third 
places in the overall standings. 

Keegan to continue at Fulham 

LONDON (AFP) — Former Newcasle boss Kevin 
Keegan confirmed Friday that he intends carrying on as 
Ray Wilkins' successor at Fulham. Keegan look charge of 
the first team when Wilkins was sacked as manager just 
before Fulham’s second Division play-off semi-final 
against Grimsby. Fulham missed out on promotion, going 
down 2- 1 on aggregate over the two legs. 

Colchester win promotion 

LONDON (AFP) — David Gregory sloted home a dra- 
matic peaalty to earn Colchester promotion to England’s 
division three for the first time in 22 years in the play-off 
final at Wembley Friday. The 28-year-old Gregory, who 
was also his side's hero when he scored twice against 
Barnet in the semi-finals, showed no nerves when he 
stepped up to send his spot kick in off the left upright after 
22 minutes. The penalty came when defender Steve 
Forbes handled inside the box and the goal took the stuff- 
ing out of Torquay. Ironically Torquay had the better of 
the early play and their leading scorer Rodney Jack, a St 
Vincent international, was a constant threat in the early 
raids. 

Halard continues comeback 

STRASBOURG (AFP) — Former French No. 1 Julie 
Halard-Decugis boosted her Roland Garros hopes here 
Friday when she continued her comeback to top flight 
tennis by reaching the final of the $200,000 WTA tourna- 
ment. The 27-year-old Halard-Decugis, out of tennis last 
season with ankle and stomach injuries, scored an impres- 
sive 6-3. 7-6 (7/5) victory over 36th-ranked Russia’s 
Elena Likhovtseva. She now faces second seeded 
Romanian Irina Spirlea for the title. Spiriea eliminated 
another French player — Alexandra Fusai 7-5, 6-3. 
Halard-Decugis, a wild-card entry, was drawn Friday to 
play Naoko Kijimuta of Japan in the first round of the 
French Open while Spirlea, who will be ninth-seed at 
Roland Garros opens against Sylvia Plischke of Austria. 

Spadea books Rios faceoff 

VIENNA ( AFP) — American Vince Spadea stands in the 
way of Chilean top seed Marcelo Rios after both men 
booked a final showdown Friday at the $425,000 ATP 
Tour event at St Polten. Marcelo Rios, one of the 
favourites for the French Open starting next week, saw off 
fourth seed Andrea Gaudenzi of Italy 64, 6-3, while 
Spadea brushed aside Marcelo Filippini of Uruguay 6-3, 
6-0. Filippini had been expected to see off Spadea after 
his impressive straight sets victory Thursday over home 
favourite Thomas Muster, but the Lfruguayan's form 
deserted him and he crashed out of the event which he 
won last year. 

Testud crashes to Swiss teenager 

MADRID (AFP) — Patty Schnyder, Switzerland’s ‘other’ 
teenage tennis prodigy, swept into the final of the 
$164,250 WTA tournament here Friday when she elimi- 
nated top-seeded Sandrine Testud of France in straight- 
sets. Schnyder, the 19-year-old Fed Cup teammate of 
World No. I Martina Hingis who has risen to 19th in the 
world rankings, notched up a 64, 7-5 win. She now faces 
second-seed Dominique Van Roost of Belgium for the 
title. Van Roost outplayed Barbara Schett of Austria 6-2, 
6-2. Testud was slow to settle against Schnyder but she 
looked as though she might claw her way back into the 
match when she led 5-3 in the second set The Swiss play- 
er. however, finished with a flourish by winning four 
games in a row. Schnyder’s vicroiy came as a serious pre- 
French Qpen warning to South Africa's Amanda Coetzer. 
Coetzer, who will be fifth seed at Roland Garros faces the 
Swiss player in the first round. 
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IT CAN BE USED FOR OFFICES - PETS 
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DOGS FOR SALE 

German Shepherd, Great Dane, 
Boxer. Rottweiler, Pointer, Poodle. 
Please call Tel.: 079/43253 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Spacious 335 sq.m., complete floor in a 4-floor 
building located in a quite and safe area. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, large kitchen, 
modern wail colours, American furniture. 

Annual Rent 

Please call: 5528099 or 5520377 
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Hakkinen takes pole 
position in Monte Carlo 



Form ala One driver Mika Hakkinen of Finland drives 
to take the pole position at tbejend of the qualifying ses- 
sion in Monaco (Reuters photo) 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) — 
World championship leader 
Mika Hakkineo continued 
his domination of the 
Formula One season when 
be grabbed pole position for 
Sunday's Monaco Grand 
Prix. 

Hakkinen clocked lmin 
19.798sec in his McLaren- 
Mercedes during Saturday's 
final qualifying session to 
edge out his Scottish team- 
mate David Coulthard by 
0.339sec. 

It was the fifth pole posi- 
tion of the Flying Finn’s 
career — and his fourth dur- 
ing a season in which he 
currently leads Coulthard 
by seven points. 

Hakkinen, wbo lives in 
Monaco, has never finished 
better than sixth in his home 
Grand Prix. 

“It really was very excit- 
ing and I am just delighted 
to get on pole, though it was 
not easy to get ahead of 
David,” he said. 

“I don’t have a very good 
record here so I just hope I 
can change all that tomor- 
row.” 

Coulthard, in contrast, 
was desperately disappoint- 
ed. 

“At the end of the day I 
didn’t get the result I want- 
ed,” be said. 

“I can’t complain about 
the conditions and the traf- 
fic on the circuit, it was just 
a case of trying to get a 
complete lap in. 

“It is a case of what might 
have been, but now I have 


got to turn my thoughts to 
die race. Anything can hap- 
pen in Monaco." 

Giancarlo Fisichelia of 
Italy was third- fastest in his 
Benetton after being quick- 
est in the morning session, 
with two-time world cham- 
pion Michael Scumacher of 
Germany fourth -fastest in 
his Ferrari. 

Schumacher has won this 
race three of the last four 
years. 

It was no surprise to see 
Hakkinen and Coulthard 
qualify 1-2 as they contin- 
ued to exert an iron grip on 
the season. 

The pair pushed each 
other to the limit as they 
battled to grab the initiative. 

In the morning, Coulthard 
lost his rear wing when he 
went backwards into the 
guard-rail, while Hakkinen 
twice slid along the metal 
barriers. 


■The afternoon session was 
less dramatic, although 
Brazilian Rubens 

Barrichelio and Ireland's 
Eddie Irvine were both 
involved in separate, spec- 
tacular, crashes. Both dri- 
vers emerged unhurt. 

Tyrrell’s Ricardo Rosset. 
the man world champion 
Jacques Villeneuve said 
should not be in Formula 
One after their collision in 
practice on Thursday, will 
miss the race after failing to 
qualify. 

Rosset missed out for the 
second race in a row after 
failing to get within 107 per 
cent of Hakkinen *s time. 
The Brazilian drove into a 
guard-rail as he tried to 
improve his time. 

Sunday’s race, the sixth of 
the championship, will be 
held over 78 laps of the 
3.367km street circuit, a 
total of 262.626km. 


‘Radical Changes’ to 1999 Grand 
Prix Schedule — Mosley 

MONTE CARLO (AFP) — A.foBBrtUQue “There, are negotiations no.w as to whether 

Grand Prix in China is “top • we haveJMHor graces next year"' Mosley 

plans for a radically-revised said.' JT- .* ' 

One schedule. Max Mosley, president of the On other subjects, Mosley said that his 

Federation Internationale de rAufomobile lawyers had forbidden him to make any 
(HA), said Saturday. comment on the difficult relations between 

Mosley told a press conference at the the FIA and European Union Competitions 
Monaco Grand Prix that there would be Commissioner Karel van Miert. 

“one or two more races" in South East Asia Specifically, he would not comment on 
and that South Africa was “very high on the reports that he and Grand Prix supremo 
list” to hold a Grand Prix again after an Bernie Ecclestone were preparing to sue 
absence of several years. van Miert and the EU for up to $1 billion. 

He admitted it was a difficult balancing Reports have said they were alleging that 
act for the FIA to make the championship lack of action on investigations by van 
“more worldwide" by adding new races, Miert into alleged monopoly action in 
notably in Asia, while not “destroying the Formula One television marketing had 
traditional races” in Europe. delayed the planned flotation of 

An outline calender, which could be “rad- Ecclestone’s Formula One interests, in 
ically different” to the pattern over recent which the FIA would have a large interest, 
years, may be settled at the FIA World Mosley said only that be “expected some 
Council's meeting in June, Mosley said. developments soon” in relations with the 
There will not be an extra race this year to EU. 
fill the five-week gap at the end of the sea- Mosley argued that the domination of 
son between the European and Japanese Formula One by McLaren this year and the 
Grands Prix, Mosley said, because the lack of overtaking was not reducing the 
teams had contracted for only 16 races. entertainment level of the sport. 


Rgyal Wi^gs 



ON THE OCCASION OF 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
THIRD FLIGHT TO 
AQABA DAILY 

ROYAL WINGS AIRLINES ANNOUNCES THAT EFFECTIVE 
25TH MAY 1998, A DAILY ADDITIONAL FLIGHT TO 
AQABA WILL BE OPERATED AS PER THE FOLLOWING 

SCHEDULE: 

DEPARTURE AMMAN (MARKA) AIRPORT AT 9,30 LOCAL TIME TO AQABA. 
DEPARTURE AQABA AIRPORT AT 17,00 LOCAL TIME TO AMMAN. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
ROYAL WINGS AIRLINES TEL. 875201, FAX 875656 
OR ANY ROYAL JORDANIAN OFFICES. 
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*2 News 


Iraq presses U.N. to approve 
aid plan, launches another 
mission to lift sanctions 


Baghdad (afp) — 

Iraq’s U.N. representative 
Nizar Hamdun has urged 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to approve the new 
humanitarian aid plan for 
the sanctions-hit country, 
the Iraqi News Agency 
UNA) said Saturday. 

Approval of the plan by 
Mr. Annan is linked to 
approval of a new ceiling 
of oil exports that Iraq is 
permitted to export under 
oil-for-food deal. 

“The new distribution 
plan is still being 
reviewed,” U.N. 

spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said Friday. “The review 
seems to be going well and 
may be concluded by early 
next week.” 

The new proposal would 
allow Iraq to export S5.2 


billion of crude oil every 
six mouths, up from two 
billion dollars now. 

The oil-for-food accord, 
launched in December 
1996. allows Baghdad to 
finance imports of food, 
medicine and other sup- 
plies through oil sales. 

Sanctions in force since 
Iraq's August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait cannot be 
lifted until Baghdad is 
declared free of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Meanwhile, Iraq is 
launching a new diplomatic 
campaign to get crippling 
U.N. sanctions lifted with a 
series of high-level visits to 
several Asian and Latin 
American countries. 

Iraq's parliamentary 
speaker Saadun Hamadi 
left Baghdad on Saturday 


for India and Malaysia with 
messages for their leaders 
from Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. INAsaid. 

Oil Minister Mohammed 
Rashid is also due to visit 
Beijing for talks on the role 
of China, one of the perma- 
nent members of the U.N. 
Security Council that has 
adopted a more favourable 
line towards Baghdad, 
sources here said. 

A high-level delegation 
will also travel to Yemen to 
discuss the possibility of 
launching a campaign of 
pressure on Arab states to 
get the embargo lifted, the 
officials said, and an Iraqi 
envoy is expected to tour 
several Latin American 
nations soon. 


S. Arabia signs cooperation 
agreement with Iran 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia signed a technical 
and industrial co-operation 
agreement with Iran 
Saturday. the Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. 

The agreement provides 
for joint investments in 
Iran's copper industry and 
the construction of thermal 
power stations, the news 
agency said without giving 
further details. 

Saudi Arabia has bought 
S40 million of copper cable 
from Iran over the past three 
years, a visiting Saudi offi- 
cial told Agence France 
Presse. 

Reza Aqil Mohammad 
Aghil, director of the Saudi 
Petrochemical and 

Metallurgical Industries 

Group signed the co-opera- 
tion agreement with Chains 


Ardakani, secretary general 
of Iran's chambre of com- 
merce. IRNA reported. 

Relations between Riyadh 
and Tehran have improved 
considerably since the elec- 
tion twelve months ago as 
Iranian president of moder- 
ate cleric Mohammad 
Khatami and the holding in 
Tehran in December of an 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) summit. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Saud A1 Faisal is expected 
on an official visit here in 
the next few days and Saudi 
Religious Affairs Minister 
Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Muhsen A1 Turki has been 
here since Friday for an 
OIC ministerial meeting. 

Earlier Saturday, Iran 
hailed Saudi Arabia's 
announcement ralirtg'-'otit 
any foreign parnripation'in 


the 1996 bombing of a U.S. 
airbase in the kingdom that 
killed 19 U.S. airmen, fol- 
lowing reports implicating 
Tehran. 

“We knew from the start 
that the problem was inter- 
nal, but evil-minded people 
wanted to damage Irani an- 
Saudi relations by insinuat- 
ing that the attack was the 
work of Tehran." Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi 
said. 

A Saudi official for the 
first time Thursday 
acknowledged the bombing 
of the U.S. base in the east- 
ern city of Dbahran “was 
carried out by Saudi hands." 

“No foreign party had a 
role,” Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz said in an inter- 
view with Kuwaiti daily Ali 
AJ Am. 


Lebanon’s opposition decries 
putting off elections in districts 


BEIRUT (AP) — 
Opposition groups accused 
the Lebanese government 
Saturday of manipulating 
the first municipal elec- 
tions in 35 years by delay- 
ing polls in parts of 
Lebanon’s most populous 
region. 

Balloting begins today in 
mount Lebanon, the cen- 
tral pan of the country, and 
will continue on the fol- 
lowing three Sundays in 
other parts of the eastern 
Mediterranean state. The 
election is considered 
important because it is the 
first that major Christians 
groups have not boycotted 
since the end of the 1975- 
90 civil war. 

But Friday, Interior 


Minister Michel Murr 
decided to cancel voting in 
eight hotly contested dis- 
tricts for “technical rea- 
sons," such as incomplete 
voters’ lists. He said they 
would be held later. 

Government opponents 
criticised the decision, 
accusing authorities of try- 
ing to keep them out of 
power. 

“The authorities have 
breached the implementa- 
tion of the municipalities 
law and infringed the right 
to vote," Pierre Dakkash, a 
Christian opposition par- 
liament member, was quot- 
ed as saying by the Daily 
Star newspaper. 

“The government fears 
the strength of the opposi- 


tion” in these areas, said 
Mr. Dakkash. member of 
parliament for Baabda, one 
of the districts excluded 
from the polls. 

More than 500,000 peo- 
ple are eligible to vote in 
mount Lebanon. Elections 
will still be held in 260 dis- 
tricts. 

From exile in France. 
Gen. Michel Awn, the for- 
mer army commander and 
a popular opposition figure 
among Christians, said the 
decision to postpone the 
elections was illegal. 

He accused the govern- 
ment of postponing elec- 
tions where the opposition 
was most likely to succeed 
and called on Mr. Murr to' 
resign. 


Egypt says three 
people in intensive 
care after taking Viagra 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
Three Egyptians have 
been hospitalised and 
are still in intensive 
care after taking 
Viagra, the new mira- 
cle remedy for impo- 
tence, Health Minister 
Ismail Sallam 

announced Saturday. 

The minister's state- 
ment on the Egyptian 
news agency MENA 
did not specify the 
nature of the health 
effects he said the 
drug had caused. 

Earlier this week, 
Egypt banned the sale 
of tne drug until its 
side-effects had been 
fully tested, even 


though the country's 
” " ’sadi 


top religious leader 
bad already given it 


the thumbs-up. 

The U.S. Food and 


Drug Administration 
(FDA) said Friday it 
was investigating the 
deaths of six people 
who took Viagra. 


“We don’t know if it 
was taken alone or in 
combination” with 
other drugs, the FDA 
spokesman said. “We 
are investigating." 

The drug s manufac- 
turer, Pfizer, advised 
the FT)A of the deaths, 
and issued a warning 
Thursday against what 
it called inappropriate 
use of the drug. Pfizer 
noted that Viagra was 
not approved for use 
by women and could 
cause dangerous side 
effects if used with 
nitroglycerin and 
long-acting nitrates 
commonly used for 
chest pain. 

Pfizer shares slipped 
3-9/16 to 105-7/16 on 
the news of the inves- 
tigation, which muted 
some of the enthusi- 
asm over the new 
treatment and the 
company's financial 
outlook. 


Sheikh Yassin 
to visit Iraq 


CAIRO (AP) — Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, the spiritual 
leader of Hamas, will visit 
Baghdad in a show of solidari- 
ty with Iraq, the London-based 
A1 Hayar newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

Sheikh Yassin had not been 
scheduled to visit Iraq during 
his tour of Muslim countries to 
promote bis Islamist group. 

Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein 
invited him to “back the Iraqi 
people's stand against 
American dominance," A1 
Hayat quoted Sheikh Yassin's 
spokesman Abu Mohammad 
Mustafa as saying. 

The date for the visit was not 
given. 

The 61-year-old quadripleg- 
ic will travel to Iraq via Jordan. 

U.N. sanctions Iran flights in 
or out of Iraq. 

Sheikh Yassin is in 
Damascus. Syria, where he has 
met several Syrian officials 
and Palestinian opposition 
groups, which, like Hamas, 
object to (he Palestinian-Israeli 
peace accords. 

Sheikh Yassin is expected to 
travel to Lebanon. Pakistan 
and Malaysia. He has already 
visited Egypt, Saudi Arabia. 
Qatar, Iran, United Arab 
Emirates. Kuwait and Yemen. 
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UAE MUSIC AND DANCE AT THE EXPO: The hair of dancers from the United Arab Emirates blows in the breeze 
during a performance at the Expo 98 world exhibition Saturday. Over 150 countries and international orga n izations 
are participating in the last major fair of the 20th century, which is dedicated to the world's oceans (Reuters photo) 


Tens of thousands celebrate 


Khatami’s anniversary 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of Iranians packed into 
Tehran University on Saturday in 
an unprecedented public show of 
support for President 
Mohammad Khatami on the first 
anniversary of his landmark elec- 
tion victory. 

■■We've come to celebrate this 
victory for the people," one stu- 
dent said of Ml Khatami's May 
1997 election win. which set off 
a wave of political change in the 
Islamic republic. 

Mr. Khatami's supporters wa- 
ved pictures of the 55-year-old 
bearded cleric and gave the vic- 
tory sign as they welcomed the 
president at the university, the 
scene of many political rallies 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

Chants of “Khatami Khatami, 
we support you" greeted the 
president as be rose to speak. 

“We want a society based on 
respect for the law and for basic 
freedoms within the framework 
of the constitution," he told the 
adoring crowd 

have the firm belief that you 
have to regard the importance of 
religion from the polar of view of 
freedom,” he said. 

“The an of a government lies 
in its ability to get its opponents 
to act within the framework of 
the constitution." 

In an ac know [edge o^nt of the 
opposition his policies have 
promped in conservative circles 
within the government. Khatami 
called for 'Tolerance" to be 
shown by all sides. 

Bur he insisted that his govern- 


ment would remain “faithful to 
its principles." 

“Certain difficulties may slow 
our progress but the direction and 
policies will remain unchanged,” 
he insisted. 

In reference to his govern- 
ment's gradual rapprochement 
with the outside world, Mr. 
Khatami told the crowd: “On the 
basis of mutual respect, our rela- 
tions with countries in the region 
are constantly developing. 

'This wiD have positive effects 
in the political, economic and 
security field" 

Groups of demonstrators sang 
popular Iranian songs and some 
shouted slogans hostile to mem- 
bers of the powerful conservative 
faction, which has been at log- 
gerheads with liberal forces who 
are pushing for greater freedom. 

“Yazrfi resign," some of the 
crowd shouted in reference to 
Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdl the 
head of Iran's conservative judi- 
ciary which angered moderates 
last month by arresting and 
briefly imprisoning Tehran 
mayor and prominent Khatami 
supporter Gbolara Hussein 
Knrbasdn. 

Mr. Khatami was elected on a 
promise to implement political 
economic and social reform and 
since taking office in August, he 
has tried to give the Islamic 
Republic a softer image in the 
world and create greater social 
freedoms. 

He still remains immensely 
popular, despite limited room for 
manoeuvre and mounting eco- 
nomic difficulties. But his poli- 



Iranian President Mohammad Khatami smiles from 
behind the podium where he addressed the thousands of 
students gathered at Tehran University, Saturday (AFP 
photo) 


ties have triggered a backlash 
from the powerful conservative 
factions and orthodox Islamic 
forces, who purport to serve as 
the guardians of the principles of 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Inin's moderate press is halting 
the anniversary rallies as a show 
of popular support and allegiance 
to Mr. Khatami who swept to 
power with 69 per cent of the 
vote over conservative parlia- 
mentary speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq Noun thanks to an unex- 
pected tidal wave of support par- 
ticularly among women and the 
young. 

“May 23 is unquestionably our 
country’s most important day 


because the popular will was 
expressed and the people made 
their choice," said moderate 
newspaper Hachmahchi. 

The choice of Tehran universi- 
ty for the anniversary rally carries 
great political significance as it is 
now a forum for political demon- 
strations. sometimes violent, 
between supporters of the vari- 
ous factions of the Islamist 


regime. 

It was the sire of numerous 
hostile denxxisrrations against 
the Shah before (be 1979 revolu- 
tion and the capital's weekly 
Friday prayers have been held at 
the university's football pitch 
since there 


Senior Indonesian minister backs 
fresh elections as soon as possible 


JAKARTA (AFP) . — 
Indonesia’s chief economic 
minister. Ginanjar 

Kartasasmita, said Saturday it 
was imperative for the country 
to have fresh elections as soon 
as possible to give the govern- 
ment a fresh mandate. 

“We need to have a new gov- 
ernment with a new mandate 
from the people and this new 
mandate is given through gen- 
eral elections,” Mr. Ginanjar 
told journalists after being 
reappointed by new President 
B. J. Habibie. 

Mr. Ginanjar, whose official 
titte is co-ordinating minister of 
the economy, finance and 
industry, said he was only 
expressing his “personal 
views" since his competence 
was in the economic field. 

‘Tt is very important that we 
have a general election as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

Ml Ginanjar said that politi- 
cal reforms should go hand-in- 
hand with economic reforms if 
the country wanted to over- 
come its current crisis. 

He and 55 other ministers 
were Saturday sworn in as 
members of the “Development 


Reform Cabinet” of Ml 
H abibie, who took over fra 
reins of the world's fourth 
largest nation from veteran 
leader Mr. Suharto on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Suharto stepped down 
Thursday after a wrenching 
economic crisis exploded into 
protests and rioting that left 
500 dead in Jakarta last week. 

The Habibie cabinet was 
inaugurated after an overnight 
military operatic® cleared the 
parliament complex of 2,000 
students who have rejected the 
Habibie succession and called 
for new’ elections. While some 
Suharto loyalists remained in 
the cabinet, two notable names 
closely linked with the excess- 
es of the old regime were 
excluded. 

Former vice president 
Habibie dumped Me Suharto’s 
daughter Siti ‘Tutuf 
Hardly anti Rukmana as social 
affairs minister, and also 
excluded the former leader's 
golfing buddy, timber tycoon 
Mohammad "‘Bob” Hasan, 
who was trade and industry 
minister. 

Many Indonesians have crit- 


icised the sudden handing over 
of power to Mr. Habibie as 
unconstitutional and have 
called for fresh polls to elect a 
new legislature which will pick 
a new national leadership as 
soon as possible. 

Under the constitution, the 
president and vice president are 
chosen every five years by the 
People's Consultative 

Assembly (MPR). which gave 
Mr. Suharto and Mr. Habibie 
five-year terms only last 
March. 

Tbe English-language 

Jakarta Post in an editorial said 
the new cabinet fell far short of 
what the current situation 
required. 

It said the cabinet, though not 
perceived to be “as corrupt, 
collusive and nepotistic as the 
last Suharto Cabinet, foil far 
short of what is needed to 
accelerate the overall process 
and to lead a paralysed econo- 
my into a robust recovery." 

The Post said that “still more 
discouraging" W3S the reap- 
pointment of ministers ‘‘whose 
major qualification is seen as 
simply their loyalty to 
Suharto.” 


But Kompas, the vernacular 
leading dafiy, hailed the speed 
with which Ml Habibie named 
hisnewteam. 

“Speed is one element need- 
ed for reforms,” it said in an 
editorial. 

Meanwhile, an international 
journalists' group has called 
upon Mr. Habibie to rescind 
the appointment of his new 
information minister, chaining 
He was connected to the deaths 

of Eve journalists in East 
Timor in 1975. The New York- 
based Committee to Protect 
Journalists said in a fox sent to 
Mr. Habibie that Lieutenant 
General Yunus Yosfiah's con- 
nection with the deaths of two 
Australian, two British and one 
New Zealand journalist had 
“long been on tfe public 
record." The Committee, citing 
a report by the London 
Independent, said that Yosfiah, 
as a j 1 -year-old major, com- 
raan ded a marine corps unit 
winch in October of 1975 
killed the five while they were 
covering the Indonesian rrrili- 
taiy occupation of East Timor, 
a former Portuguese colony. 


Israeli caflftpfti 
to settle more 


TO* 4 * 

&ZSa 


Ottawa’s 



Ottawa (R) — 
dressing up likeAj^^ "" 
from ninet 
Istanbul? The 
government has, 

S2S.000 to help ymi 
out what to wean On 
were itching to 
about "feasting and the® 
gin of inequality.” Ottawti 
has forked out 575,000 % 
research that magnetic 
topic. It even paid $333® 
to discover the 
Malagasy coosttucrtions '■'<£ 
self, society and histofcjp: 
Politician John WilHam$ 
who dubs himself the. 
“waste watchdog”, afao; 
cited what he calls the 
$200,000 “binder blunder^ 
in which the money was' 
used to provide an informa- 
tion kit about working in 
rural communities to afl of 
Canada's 301 members of 


r;; 

: V-V -.T mp. J® 

I j 

' ** m ji . 

! jjpbN J :. w fa 

ij^r. v Jm 

:r. I -‘ * 

''it 

I ■ 


J3& 

Hr 



r , *»* Number^ 

Volant - 


Jordan 


celebraf 


52 yean 


indepen 


parliament. 

For Stone, no 
babies, just sex 


CANNES (AFP) — 

Hollywood star Sharon 
Stone was a smash hit along 
the Croisette as she arrived 
for die screening of her lat- 
est movie, Peter Chelsom’s 
“The Mighty,” given a spe- 
cial show at the Cannes 
Film Festival Crowds 
pressed against the crush 
barriers to rubber-neck as 
she stepped out of her lim- 
ousine, and stuck around for 
two hours to catch a 
glimpse of her climbing 
back in. “If it is as reward- 
ing as it was to play a moth- 
er. then it’s got to be good.” 
said the actress who plays a 
mom in “The Mighty'’. 
Asked if she and her hus- 
band bad any plans on that 
front she laughed: “You 
know, we just have sex con- 
stantly” 
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ZURICH (AFP) — Actor 
Bruce 'Willis ducked out of 
the Cannes film festival this 
week to rash to file rescue 
of Zurich’s cash-strapped 
floundering restaurant 
Planet Hollywood. Willis’s 
cunning plan to boost the 
restaurant's coffers came in 
the shape of a harmonica 
which he played to draw in 
the punters Sunday, accom- 
panied by a 12-person 
group. The Accelerators. 
The actor’s session in 
Zurich was part of a 
Europe-wide tour of Planet 
Hollywood restaurants. 
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Hollywood 
star Richard 
Gere defends 
Indian N-tests 


irafat urg 
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NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Hollywood star and 
Buddhist Richard Gere 
defended India’s nuclear 
tests, applauding the gov- 
ernment for standing up to 
“bully and trouble-maker" 
China. “I see nothing wrong 
with India giving a notice to 
the world that h is under 
threat, and the real threat I s 
China.” Gere told the 
Tunes of India in an inter- 
view. Gere, a follower of 
the exiled Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama, 
backed Indian Prime 
Minister Atal Behan 
Vajpayee’s decision to cite 
the nuclear threat from 

China as justification fra* the 

tests. “I find the Indian 
stand encouraging and 
applaud the prime minister 
of India for having the 
courage to tell the worid the 
truth.” he grided. 
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Queen mom 
launches Scotia 


ABERDEEN (AP) — The 
97-year-old Queen Mother 
Elizabeth was back in brisk 
form on Thursday for her 
first public engagement in 
Scotland since a hip 
replacement in January. The 
Queen Mother, naming a 
pew marine research vessel 
in Aberdeen, looked cheer- 
ful and no Longer leaned 
heavily on . her walking 
stick- The hugely popular 
mother of Queen Elizabeth 
II unveiled a plaque tha* 
will be placed in the new 
ship Scotia- 
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